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Inventory of the Estate of a Prominent Frederick County, Maryland, Landowner and Judge 
 
1.  [Beall, William Murdock (1742-1823)].   
[Inventory and Appraisal of the Estate of Judge William Beall]. Frederick County, MD, 1823-1825. 66 pp. Main text preceded by 2 
pp. index. Folio (13-1/2" x 8-1/4"; 34.3 x 20.9 cm). 
 
Thick pressed-paper side-sewn ledger, untrimmed edges. Light soiling and a few stains to covers, rubbing to extremities 
with some wear to spine ends and corners, spine beginning to split at ends, "William M Beall Senr./ Died the 5th Nov: 
1823" to inside front cover. Moderate toning, content in neat hand to rectos and versos of 37 pages. $1,850. 
 
* William Murdock Beall, a prominent landowner (and owner of many slaves), sat as a judge in Frederick Co. Maryland in 
several capacities, fought in the French and Indian War and was a member of the Frederick County Committee of Safety. 
Rich in legal, social and genealogical content, this inventory is probably one of a few fair copies, executed for the files of 
heirs and executors. (We have not been able to locate any others.) The first section is titled, "Inventory of the Personal 
Estate of William M. Beall, late of Frederick County, deceased, appraised in Dollars and cents, by us the subscribers (being 
thereto lawfully authorized and sworn) this 11th day of December 1823." 
  The contents are set out ledger-style on blank sheets, with appropriate lines and columns drawn in ink. It begins with a 
list of "Negroes over the age of 45 years willed by said deceased free at his death Viz." followed by the names of 7 male 
and female slaves, their place of residence on his various properties and their approximate or actual ages. A few additional 
younger slaves are also listed as free. The remaining slaves are willed to various named heirs. Their values in dollars and 
the lengths of time of their servitude are noted. Occasionally, the names of the parents of the bequeathed slaves are also 
listed. 
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  This section is followed by a double-columned listing of other goods with short descriptions and assigned values, which 
are carried forward as totals in each column. These items include silver, carriages, horses, bedding, farm equipment, 
cooking utensils, dishes, a varied group of furniture, crockery, china, mirrors, carpets, various fabric items and an eight-day 
clock. A separate section of slaves and farming equipment is bequeathed to his grandson William M.B. Willson and are 
listed in the same manner: another 6 slaves and over 100 items, mostly relating to farming, along with poultry, pigs, sheep, 
cattle and meats, stored barreled crops, fodder, office equipment and crops valued in planted acreage. Noted also are a 
copy of "Marshall's Life of Washington 5 vols with Atlas" and a "Lot of books in dwelling house." Approximately two 
columns' worth of materials are willed to his executors, similarly listed: various boxes & barrels, barrels of foodstuffs, 
glassware, various scales & weights, "sundries in pigeon holes opposite office front door," contents of the office drawers, 
"2 maps and old wrapping paper in office," furniture, saddlery and garden crops. Listed separately are a female slave Mary 
"in the country, daughter of Ned & Eliza born 10th September 1823, to serve till 25 years of age" and "2 pews in the 
Episcopal church designated by numbers 4 & 5." 
  The document at this point is noted as witnessed by John L. Harding and John Bruegel and followed by a recapitulation 
of sums and totals of inventory. Below this is noted: "Proved by Wm. Beall Jr. & Wm. B. Willson, two of the Executors 
on the 2d February 1824." On page 8 is listed a separate section, with the same witnesses, titled "Inventory of money left 
by William Murdock Beall." This includes an "Inventory of Stocks left including Government or United States 6 percent 
stocks; par value, per certificates" with significant investment amounts in the Baltimore and Frederick Town Turnpike 
Road, the Union Bank of Maryland, the Farmers Bank, the Bank of Columbia and other companies. Listed below this are 
the debts due the estate, some dating back to 1816. Later columns of listings are of sales of materials and properties from 
the estate, all tallied in detail. This section ends with a final "Balance due the Estate," which lists with the five named heirs 
splitting the significant amount of $59,843.14. The final pages list the general accounting lists, carrying forward to 1825 of 
the dissolution of the assets by date, persons involved and amounts paid. 
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The Brandeis Firm Seeks Information from a Judge 
 
2.  [Brandeis, Louis D. (1856-1941)]. 
[Typed Letter on Brandeis, Dunbar & Nutter Letterhead, Boston, 
December 24, 1909]. 
 
Single-sided letter on 10-1/4" x 8" sheet. Moderate toning, fold lines, some with browning. Letter signed, most likely by a 
secretary or clerk, "Brandeis, Dunbar & Nutter C." $150. 
 
* Addressed to Judge Charles A. Sayward, this letter seeks information about two 1907 acts relating to carriers of 
intoxicating liquors.  
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Cardozo Can't Recall Any Memories Worth Sharing 
 
 
3.  Cardozo, Benjamin N. [1870-1938]. 
[Shapiro, Harold Roland]. 
[Autograph Letter, Signed, To Shapiro on Supreme Court Letterhead, March 26, 1937]. Single 7-3/4" x 5" sheet. Horizontal fold line 
though center, tiny inkspot above letterhead, otherwise fine. 
[With] 
Cardozo, Benjamin N. 
[6-1/2" x 8-1/2" Black-and-White Photograph of Cardozo's Chair in the Supreme Court Courtroom Draped in Black Bunting]. 
[Washington, DC: International News Photos, July 12, 1938]. Light wear to edges, stamps and caption to verso.  
 
Together two items. $750. 
 
* Cardozo writes (in part): "Many thanks for your letter. Alas, I have no reminiscences worthy to be recorded!" Shapiro 
was an assistant district attorney in New York City and the author of books and articles on a wide range of topics. 
Shapiro's request for a reminiscence was probably related to one of his writing projects. The photograph's caption reads 
(in part): "IN MOURNING: The Supreme Court chair of Justice Benjamin N. Cardozo, who died last Saturday, was 
draped in black today. It was the first time that mourning black was placed on the bench since 1930, when Justice Sanford 
died." 
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Case Notes from a Twentieth-Century San Francisco Attorney 
 
4.  Coleman, Byron [1893-1988].   
[Docket Book]. San Francisco, 1920-1931. Content, with some intermittent blank pages, to first 158 pp. of 300-pp. 
numbered blank book. Index to first 11 pp. Large quarto (12" x 9-3/4"; 30.5 x 24.8 cm). 
 
Contemporary imitation calf over textured cloth, gilt fillets to spine, cloth hinges, bookseller's ticket and ink owner stamp 
(of Byron Coleman) to front pastedown. Some soiling and moderate shelfwear to exterior, light toning to interior. Entries 
in single neat hand in ink and pencil, typed extract from Chitty on Pleadings tipped-in between pp. 34 and 35. Very good. 
$650. 
 
* This book collects working notes pertaining to civil cases argued by Byron Coleman, a UC-Berkeley and Harvard-
educated San Francisco attorney who got his law degree from Boalt Hall, UC Berkeley, in 1912 and entered practice 
shortly afterwards. They include relevant precedents, definitions, facts of cases and questions to ask witnesses. Some are 
notes from depositions. Many of the cases involved large corporations or settlements. Overall, the book is an interesting 
look into the mind of a working lawyer in early twentieth-century California. 
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Trout à la Douglas 
 
5.  Douglas, William O. [1898-1980].  
[Typed Letter, Signed, On U.S. Supreme Court Letterhead, Washington, DC, April 26, 1961].  
 
1 pp. typed letter on 9" x 5-3/4" sheet of U.S. Supreme Court letterhead. Two horizontal fold lines, negligible light soiling 
to verso. $450. 
 
* Douglas provides one of his "favorite recipes for cooking trout" at the request of Jacqueline Stephens (later Megna), 
who was working with a friend to compile a cookbook of recipes from notable people. The cookbook, Dents de Lion, was 
published in 2010; Douglas's recipe appears on p. 79 as "Trout." 
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Du Ponceau Advises a Fellow Philadelphia Attorney 
 
6.  Du Ponceau, Peter S. [1760-1844]. 
[Copy of Letter to Robert E. Griffith, Philadelphia, December 10, 1822].  
 
Single leaf folded to form 10" x 8" bifolium, "Copy" to head of recto of first leaf, franked and docketed (and marked 
"Copy") on verso of second leaf. Moderate toning, light rubbing to edges, two horizontal fold lines. Content in neat hand 
to rectos and verso of first leaf and recto of second leaf. Letter accompanied by typed transcription. $750. 
 
* Du Ponceau provides detailed legal advice to a fellow Philadelphia attorney regarding his firm's claims against France 
and Spain under the settlements of the Louisiana Purchase (1803) and the Adams-Onis Treaty (1819). Under the 
Louisiana Purchase treaty, Griffith and his law firm, Nicklin and Griffith (along with other agents) had been issued an 
order of restitution for the ship New Jersey and her cargo, which had been captured by the French in the West Indies in 
1798 and condemned at a Spanish port. The settlement, however, was significantly reduced a few months later. Many 
years later, the case was brought to the attention of two commissioners of the Adams-Onis Treaty, which established the 
border between the U.S. and Spanish Florida, for further review. Du Ponceau says Griffith has a strong case.  
  Du Ponceau is an important figure in the early history of American law and letters. He founded the Law Academy of 
Philadelphia in 1821, was the President of the American Philosophical Society and was an expert on international relations 
and linguistics.   
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Frankfurter Expresses Admiration and Thanks 
to the President of the Zionist Organization of America 

 
7.  Frankfurter, Felix [1882-1965]. 
[Goldman, Solomon (1893-1953)].  
[Two Typed Letters, Signed, To Dr. Solomon Goldman, On U.S. Supreme Court Letterhead, April 22, 1940 and January 7, 1941].  
 
Single-sided letters on 6-1/2" x 9" sheets, signed "Felix Frankfurter." Faint fold lines, date stamp to head of letter from 
1941. $950. 
 
* Goldman was the president of the Zionist Organization of America. The first letter, from 1940, expresses appreciation 
for Goldman's address at the 25th Annual Convention of Hadassah. (It was a rousing speech in which Goldman asked: 
"Will American Jewry...rise to its full stature, or will this giant among the Jewries of the world fetter its own hands and 
feet? A timid Jewry in America is no asset to world Jewry. (...)  We are becoming habituated to defeat, whispering, begging. 
It is not ours to beg for tolerance. We must demand justice.") The second letter, from 1941, thanks Goldman for sending 
him a copy of his published addresses and expresses the opinion that his "addresses represent the issues of undying values 
and the determination to make them prevail." 
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The Earliest Known Letter Written by Simon Greenleaf? 
 
8.  Greenleaf, Simon [1783-1853].   
[Autograph Letter, Signed, To Michael Walsh, Newburyport, MA, June 5, 1802]. 
 
9" x 7-1/2" bifolium with integral address leaf and residue from wax seal. Moderate toning, and light foxing, horizontal 
and vertical fold lines, a few small tears to fold lines, tiny dampstain to lower outside corners. Content in neat hand to 
recto of first leaf. $1,200. 
 
* Greenleaf, the distinguished jurist and Harvard Law School professor, was raised in Newburyport, Massachusetts and 
attended the local grammar school, which was kept by Michael Walsh [1763-1840]. When Greenleaf wrote this letter, he 
was 18 years old, had completed his studies with Walsh and was an apprentice in the law office of Ezekiel Whitman in 
New Gloucester, Maine.  
  In schoolboy Latin, Greenleaf reports his diligent study of Virgil, Horace, Cicero, Tacitus, Sallust, Livy and the letters of 
John Clarke, possibly the minister of Boston's First Church, who died in 1798. This is very likely the earliest known 
Greenleaf letter. (The oldest example we located was an 1820 letter in the Special Collections of the Harvard Law Library.) 
It is certainly interesting for its insight into his educational background and intellectual habits as a young man. 
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"Of Course it is Pleasant to Have Folks Gather and Tell You That You are a Hot Potato..." 
 
9.  Hand, Learned [1872-1961]. 
[Ely, Gertrude Sumner (1876-1970)]. 
[Autograph Letter, Signed "L.H.", On Hand's U.S. Court House Letterhead, New York, NY, April 16, 1959]. 
 
6-3/4" x 5-3/4" bifolium, text to recto of first leaf and verso of second leaf. Light toning, single horizontal and vertical 
fold lines. Letter housed in handsome 12-1/2" x 9-1/2" quarter morocco clamshell case with gilt-edged raised bands and 
lettering pieces. $1,500.  
 
* One of the most significant American jurists of the twentieth century, Hand was a judge of the U.S. Southern District of 
New York, later a judge of the Court of Appeals, Second Circuit. He was renowned for his judgments, which were 
admired for their lucidity and elegance.  
  This letter is addressed to a "Gertrude," most likely Gertrude Sumner Ely [1876-1970], who was a longtime friend of the 
family and particularly of Hand's wife Frances. She corresponded with Hand frequently and had apparently written to 
congratulate him on the fiftieth anniversary of his appointment to the federal bench. A celebration of that anniversary was 
held on April 10, 1959. The letter illustrates Hand's occasional insecurity and reluctance to accept praise. He remarks: "Of 
course it is pleasant to have folks gather and tell you that you are a hot potato; but, even when they do it as well as those 
gents did, who gathered here last Friday, there is a kind of unreality about it, that is disconcerting...I felt as if it was all 
about someone I didn't know." Hand continued to hear special cases on senior status until his death in 1961. He had 
previously published two books while in semi-retirement: The Spirit of Liberty (1952) and The Bill of Rights (1958). 
 

View Additional Images or Order This Item 
 
 

mailto:law@lawbookexchange.com
http://www.lawbookexchange.com/
https://www.lawbookexchange.com/details.php?record=73441
https://www.lawbookexchange.com/details.php?record=73441


The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. American Manuscripts January 27, 2026 
 

Tel: (800) 422-6686 or (732) 382-1800 | law@lawbookexchange.com | www.lawbookexchange.com 
 

11 

 
 

Nineteenth-Century Maine Attorney's Daybook 
 
10.  Hill, Stetson Lobdell [1820-1909].   
[Daybook]. Webster, Maine, 1845-1881. [117, 23 blank, 6] pp. Folio (11-3/4" x 7"). 
 
Contemporary quarter sheep over marbled boards. Moderate rubbing, somewhat heavier to extremities, front joint starting 
at head, chipping to head of spine, some wear to board edges, corners bumped, minor worming to hinges, front hinge 
cracked, faint offsetting to endleaves. Text in ink and pencil in single hand. Moderate toning to interior, occasional faint 
dampstaining to bottom edge of text block, light foxing, finger smudges and faint stains to a few leaves. $650. 
 
* Hill, a graduate of Bowdoin College, studied law in his father's office and went on to practice with him. He held a 
number of public positions in Androscoggin County, including register of probate, postmaster, selectman and justice of 
the peace, and served in the Maine House of Representatives in 1853. Most of the brief entries in this daybook appear to 
concern his private legal practice. They record sums paid for writing deeds and wills, as well as legal services in cases of 
divorce and assistance with taxes and fees. The last six pages list weddings he performed as justice of the peace. All in all, 
the entries provide an interesting look into an eminent local's legal practice over a considerable time period. 
 
Merrill, History of Androscoggin County, Maine 255. 
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Holmes Praises a US Senator 
 
11.  Holmes, Oliver Wendell Jr. [1841-1935]. 
[Rugg, Arthur Prentice (1862-1938)].  
[Autograph Letter, Signed "O W Holmes," Washington, D.C., October 18, 1907].  
 
8" x 5" bifolium, United States Supreme Court letterhead, content to recto and verso of first leaf. Light toning, two slight 
horizontal fold lines. With transmittal envelope postmarked October 18, 1907, small tears to top-edge. $1,250.  
 
* Rugg was a justice on the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court from 1906-1928. In this letter, Holmes thanks him for 
sending a copy of memorial remarks on the death of George Frisbie Hoar [1826-1904], a senator from Massachusetts. 
Hoar was a fiery legislator known for battles against political corruption and American imperialism, in addition to his 
advocacy for women's suffrage. Holmes remarks: "I keenly appreciated his great powers and his character and I do not 
think that I was prevented from doing him justice by the fact that he seemed to dislike me." He goes on to describe Hoar's 
character and career, and concludes by noting that he "was delighted" to hear reports of Rugg "as a judge corresponding 
to the man I respected." 
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An Invitation to Spend an Afternoon with Dr. Holmes 
 
12.  Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Sr. [1809-1894].   
[Autograph Letter, Signed, Boston, February 7, 1883].  
 
Single-page letter on Holmes's 6-1/4" x 4-1/2" 296 Beacon Street stationary in attractive glazed wood 10" x 9" frame. 
Light toning to letter, faint fold line through center, a few minor nicks to frame. $250. 
 
* Addressed to Samuel Plantz "and other gentlemen," the letter reads: "Gentlemen, It will give me great pleasure to see 
you at my house on Friday afternoon at any time from three to five o'clock. Very truly yours, O.W. Holmes." Plantz 
[1859-1924] was a Methodist minister and a distinguished president of Lawrence University. 
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A Court Document in Kent's Hand, Signed by Kent 
 
13.  Kent, James [1763-1847].   
[Court Document in Kent's Hand, Signed by Kent]. [New York]: February 5, 1806. 4 pp.  
 
12-3/4" x 8-1/4" bifolium, docketed on verso of second leaf. Horizontal fold lines, a few with minor tears, light browning 
and minor edgewear. Content in small hand filling one page. $950. 
 
* A recognizance composed and signed by Kent when he was chief justice of the New York Supreme Court. It concerned 
a sum of $1,600.00 owed to David Richardson by Rufus Backus. This debt was related to land owned in Washington 
County, NY. Kent, the great judge and legal scholar, is known for his path-breaking Commentaries on American Law (1826-
1830) and precedent-setting career as chief justice of the New York Supreme Court (1804-1814) and chancellor of New 
York (1814-1823).   
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Details of the Management of an Eminent Westchester Lawyer-Businessman's Estate 
 
14.  [Lee, Elijah (1824-1902)].  
Account Book as Executor of the Estate of Thomas Rathbone Lee [Cover Title]. [Somers, New York, 1860-1889; 1917-1920]. [150] 
pp. 5 leaves tipped or pinned in. Octavo (7-1/2" x 4-3/4").  
 
Calf, blind fillets to boards. Moderate rubbing to boards, spine backstrip perished, a few cracks to text block, final 
gathering detached, some edgewear to tipped-in and laid-in leaves. Small owner stamp of Elijah Lee to front pastedown 
and verso of front free endpaper, note in later hand identifying the nature of this manuscript to its recto. Light toning, 
content in neat hand. $500. 
 
* This manuscript details the administration of properties owned by the estate of the eminent Westchester County lawyer 
Thomas Rathbone Lee [1800-1860] of Somers, New York. The entries span a period of 60 years. The entries to 1889 were 
written by Lee's half-brother Elijah Lee. The other entries, in unknown hands, deal with the estates of other members of 
this prominent family. Thomas Lee was a lawyer with a businessman with many interests. His clients included members of 
several prominent Westchester families, such as the Purdys and Wrights. In addition to his extensive property holding, he 
had several business interests, such as the ownership of the Croton House hotel in Croton Falls.  
 
History of Westchester County, New York (1886) II: 534. 
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Unpublished History of Litchfield County 
 
15.  [Litchfield County].  
[Unpublished History of Litchfield County, Connecticut and the Litchfield Law School]. [Litchfield, CT?: c.1929]. [43] ff. With a partial 
table of contents.  
 
Text in ink and pencil in a single hand to rectos of 8" x 5" sheets of ruled notepaper with a 5-3/4" x 3-1/2" newspaper 
clipping. 30 ff. grouped in six bundles held together with contemporary paperclips, 13 ff. loose. Moderate toning to 
notepaper, light foxing to a few leaves, light rusting to paperclips, which have not been removed. $450. 
 
* This manuscript appears to be a draft of an unpublished history of Litchfield County, Connecticut. It is grouped into 
discernable categories, and most pages have section headings. Topics include biographies of notable Litchfield figures like 
Tapping Reeve and Oliver Wolcott, a brief history of the Litchfield Law School and an overview of important town 
buildings and events. Much of the text is comprised of fair copies from extant Litchfield histories published between 1859 
and 1920. Some text (relating to early religious activity in the town) appears to be original, however, suggesting that the 
unknown author was preparing a new history of Litchfield.    
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A Debt Discharged in Colonial Massachusetts 
 
16.  [Massachusetts].   
[Discharge of Debt and Land Grant]. York County, Massachusetts, February 26, 1741/2.  
 
Text in ink to recto of single 12-1/4" x 7-1/2" sheet with wax seal signed with John Dixon's mark, docket to verso. 
Moderate toning, light foxing and soiling, horizontal and vertical fold lines, small holes and negligible tearing along fold 
lines with no loss to legibility, upper and lower right corners lacking without loss to text. $500. 
 
* A legal document discharging a debt and granting a plot of land. The document records a payment of ,35 made by 
Phinehas Jones of Falmouth to settle a debt with John Dixson of Scarborough, and an award to Jones of 60 acres in 
Scarborough. 
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Memories of Ohio Governor Jeremiah Morrow 
from an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 

 
17.  McLean, John [1785-1861]. 
[Adair, Robert F.]. 
Morrow, Jeremiah (1771-1852)].   
[Autograph Letter, Signed, To Robert F. Adair, Cincinnati, OH, August 10, 1852]. 4-1/2 pp. 
 
Single leaf folded to form bifolium and a single leaf, all 10-1/2" x 8-1/2," franked on verso of single leaf. Content in neat 
hand to rectos and versos of bifolium leaves. Light toning, vertical and horizontal fold lines, small losses at wax seal 
causing very small text loss, but no loss of legibility, minor edgewear and a few short tears to margins. This letter is 
accompanied by a contemporary 4-1/2" x 3-1/2" copperplate portrait of McLean (on a 9" x 6" leaf). Together 2 items. 
$950. 
 
* A substantive letter by U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice John McLean about late Ohio congressman, senator, and 
governor Jeremiah Morrow, who had died five months earlier. McLean had served in Congress with Morrow. Appointed 
by President Andrew Jackson, McLean is best remembered today as the senior Supreme Court justice who dissented in 
Dred Scott v. Sanford, one of only two justices to do so. During the 1850s, when Chief Justice Roger B. Taney was frequently 
ill, McLean presided over the Court.  
  In this letter, McLean replies to a query about Morrow from Robert F. Adair and appends a four-page memoir of his late 
friend. (Robert F. Adair of Maysville, Kentucky may be silversmith Robert Farris Adair [1833-1907], whose papers are 
held by the Filson Historical Society.) Justice McLean writes: "Many years ago I was well acquainted with Mr. Morrow, 
having served with him in Washington, and lived in the same county with him in Ohio." McLean directs Adair to write to 
"Howard Dunlevy Esquire" who lived only six miles from Governor Morrow.  
  Almost like a postscript, McLean writes "[a] very hasty sketch of Morrow." Much more than a sketch, it spans almost 
four pages in length and includes biographical facts and, more interestingly, personal observations, anecdotes and 
judgments.   
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Thorough Records from a Nineteenth-Century Missouri Court 
 
18.  [Missouri]. 
Hobart, Charles B. 
[Docket Book]. [Missouri, c.1880]. 289 pp. Octavo (8" x 5-1/2"). 
 
Contemporary sheep, gilt fillets to boards, gilt-edged raised bands and gilt title to spine ("Record"), marbled edges. Light 
rubbing, a few scuffs and nicks, some soiling to boards, signature to rear board (of Charles B. Hobart), moderate rubbing 
to extremities with some wear to spine ends and corners, which are bumped, rear joint and front hinge cracked, rear hinge 
starting, front endleaf lacking, fragment of court calendar dated 1880 affixed to rear pastedown. Text in single elegant 
hand to approximately 250 pages, mostly in black ink with some entries in purple ink or pencil. $650.  
 
* This record book of proceedings originates from an unspecified Missouri court in the late nineteenth century. Thorough 
entries cover a wide range of topics, from real estate transactions to a husband's liability for slander uttered by a wife.  
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A Famous International Lawyer Expresses Condolences 
 
19.  Moore, John Bassett. [1860-1947]. 
[Poole, Mrs. Franklin O.]. 
[Autograph Letter, Signed, On Moore's Letterhead, New York, NY, February 8, 1943].  
 
Single 1-1/4" x 6-1/2" sheet. Some toning, two horizontal fold lines. Fine. $150. 
 
* "With real sorrow" Moore notes that he has just read of the death of Mrs. Poole's husband, who had been librarian of 
the Association of the Bar of the City of New York since 1905 and also, at one time, president of the American 
Association of Law Libraries. Moore, a distinguished international lawyer and long-time professor of law and diplomacy at 
Columbia, was the first American jurist to sit on the Permanent Court of International Justice. 
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The Administration of a Small New Hampshire Town, 1783-1815 
 
20.  [New Hampshire]. 
[Documents Relating to the Town of New Ipswich, 1783-1813]. New Ipswich, NH, 1783-1813.  
 
7 stab-stitched manuscript volumes, 1 is 6-1/4" x 4" (18 pp.), 1 is 12-1/2" x 8" (12 pp.), 1 is 14" x 12-1/2" (16 pp.) and 4 
are 7-1/4" x 6-1/2" (6 pp., 8 pp., 14 pp., 18 pp.). Manuscript in ink to most rectos and versos. Moderate browning, 
somewhat lighter in places, foxing, some leaves have dampstaining, tears or chips, with loss of text in a few cases. An 
interesting archive. $850. 
 
* New Ipswitch is a small New Hampshire town on the Massachusetts border, about 40 miles north of Worcester. The 
volumes in this archive record the daily operations of the town government, such as lists of taxes collected from residents 
and payments for selectmen, constables and building expenses. It is, on the whole, an interesting collection of source 
material concerning the inner workings of small New England town government in the post-Revolutionary period. 
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Documents from the Settlement of a New Hampshire Estate 
 
21.  [New Hampshire]. 
[Wallace Family].  
[Deeds, Receipts, Estate Inventories and Other Legal Documents]. Londonderry, NH, 1766, 1782-1801. 
 
17 documents, 7 are 12" x 7-1/2" bifolia and single sheets, 1 is a 15" x 12" sheet, others range in size from 7" x 7-1/2" to 
2" x 7-1/2." Moderate browning, somewhat lighter in places, foxing, some leaves have dampstaining, creases, tears along 
fold lines, a few small chips (with no loss to legibility), 2 items mended with cellotape on versos. $500. 
 
* The Wallaces were a prosperous family of farmers with substantial landholdings. Our archive is a collection of 
documents relating to the settlement of Thomas Wallace's estate in May 1790. Most of the documents are inventories and 
sale receipts from 1790. The remaining items are receipts for payments owed by the estate, which wasn't fully dissolved 
until 1801. Those written before 1790, including a lease from 1766, were probably presented to the estate to support a 
claim against it. Taken together, these documents offer an interesting look at the material circumstances of a wealthy New 
England farmer at the end of the 18th century.    
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Docket Book from Rural Pennsylvania 
 
22.  [Pennsylvania].   
[Court of Common Pleas Ledger]. Montgomery County, PA, 1866-1891. 428 pp. [405 pp. with content]. Folio (12-1/2" x 7-
3/4"). 
 
Contemporary paneled calf, raised bands and lettering piece to spine, blind tooling to outer and inner board edges, 
bookseller ticket (of B. Kohler, "Job & Fancy Bookbinder") to front pastedown. Manuscript text in single neat hand, 
additional slips of paper pinned to several leaves. Moderate toning, light foxing and soiling to a few leaves. $750. 
 
* This ledger records court appearances in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania between 1866 and 1891. Most appear to 
take place in the Court of Common Pleas and deal with financial matters such as debt, breach of contract and small 
claims. Others include trespassing, bastardy, forgery, perjury and assault, including domestic abuse. Most cases involved 
Isaac Bickel, a constable in Douglass Township, or Joseph Kolb, a justice of the peace. Overall, the ledger provides an 
interesting look at daily life and law enforcement in rural Pennsylvania. 
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Examples of Wiley Rutledge's Work When He was Justice of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
 
23.  Rutledge, Wiley [1894-1949].   
Memorandum to Chief Justice Groner and Mr Justice Miller: No. 7520. Baltimore & Ohio R.R. v. Corbin, November 27, 1940. 2 pp. 
[With] Memorandum to Chief Justice Groner and Mr Justice Miller: No. 7520. Baltimore & Ohio R.R. v. Corbin, November 27, 1940. 1 
pp. [And] Memorandum to Chief Justice Groner: No. 7520. Baltimore & Ohio R.R. v. Corbin, December 2, 1940. 1 pp.  
 
Three single-sided typescript documents on 10-3/4" x 8" United States Court of Appeals, Washington, D.C. letterhead, all 
initialed "W.R." Moderate toning, negligible light soiling, staple holes to upper-left corner of 2 pp. November 27 
Memorandum, "file" in pencil to upper-right corner of its first page, check mark in pencil to head of December 2 
Memorandum. $350. 
 
* These memoranda concern the appeal of a wrongful death case against the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in which a driver 
was struck in his car at a railroad grade crossing with a broken warning signal. Judged by Chief Justice Groner and 
Associate Justices Miller and Rutledge, the Court affirmed the judgement on December 9, 1940 in an opinion written by 
Rutledge, who would later serve as an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1943 to 1949. 
  The memoranda trace Rutledge's final steps when he wrote the Court's opinion. The 2 pp. November 27 Memorandum is 
a draft of the opinion. The 1 pp. Memorandum shows how he will incorporate a suggestion from Chief Justice Groner. The 
December 2 Memorandum discusses two changes he will make to its final version. Taken together, these documents are fine 
examples of Rutledge's working process.  
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A New York Lawyer Re-Establishes His Practice in Ohio 
 
24.  [Scott, Lyman, Jr.].    
[Documents Concerning Scott's Application to Practice Law in Ohio]. Coshocton County, OH and Cattaraugus County, NY, 1832-
1836. 
 
Six documents, one franked on verso, sizes ranging from 4-1/2" x 8" to 12-1/2" x 7-1/2" (11.4 x 20.3 to 31.75 x 19). 
Moderate toning, fold lines, light edgewear and soiling, all documents written in legible hands. $500. 
 
* Scott began his practice in the small town of Freedom in Cattaraugus County, New York, in 1832. He moved to 
Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1836.  
  Our archive records the steps he took to become a lawyer in Ohio. The earliest item, from February 1, 1832, is the 
certificate admitting him to practice in New York. The other items are addressed to the Ohio Supreme Court. Two letters, 
from September 6 and 23, 1836 are professional and character references from Ohio lawyers. A letter from Scott certifies 
that he has lived in Ohio since October 1835 and intends to become an Ohio citizen. A document from September (?) 24, 
1836, states that Scott passed his examination by a committee of Ohio lawyers. The final document, which is undated and 
unsigned, states that Scott has been admitted to practice.   
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Lemuel Shaw Asks Edward Everett 
to Help a Friend Seeking a Naval Commission 

 
25.  Shaw, Lemuel [1781-1861].   
Everett, Edward [1795-1865]. 
[Autograph Letter, Signed, to Edward Everett with Everett's Appended, And Signed, Letter of Transmittal, Boston, October 4, 1827  and 
October 12, 1827]. Single leaf folded to form 9-3/4" x 7-3/4" bifolium with integral address leaf, franked in red on verso of 
second leaf. 
 
Some toning, old lines with short tears at ends, some remnants of paper from old mounting on back with no loss of 
legibility. $750. 
 
* This item from future Chief Justice of Massachusetts Lemuel Shaw to then Congressman and future Gettysburg orator 
Edward Everett contains two letters. It contains Shaw's original letter, requesting help for a friend who was seeking a 
commission as a purser in the Navy, and Everett's appended letter on behalf of Shaw's friend to the Secretary of the Navy, 
Samuel L. Southward. In the 19th century, Edward Everett was celebrated as a preacher and public orator. He is most 
famous for delivering a two-hour oration in 1863 at the dedication of the Gettysburg military cemetery. Everett's speech 
was subsequently eclipsed by President Abraham Lincoln's immortal, two-minute Gettysburg Address.  
  At the time this letter was written Shaw had already served in both houses of the Massachusetts Legislature and had 
drafted the first charter of the City of Boston. In 1830, he became the Chief Justice of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. He served on that court for 30 years and participated in such notable cases as the "Parkman-Webster" 
murder case and in Commonwealth v. Hunt, an important labor law precedent establishing that labor unions were not 
criminal conspiracies. 
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A Poignant Eulogy for Cardozo by One of His Colleagues 
 
26.  Stone, Harlan Fiske [1872-1946].   
[Typed Letter, Signed, Regarding the Death of Benjamin Cardozo, On U.S. Supreme Court Letterhead, October 17, 1938].  
 
Single-sided letter on 10-1/2" x 8" sheet, signed "Harlan Stone." Faint horizontal fold lines, a few minor creases to edges, 
negligible light soiling to upper left corner. $500. 
 
* This letter was sent to Harold Roland Shapiro, a lawyer, law professor and legal writer who was involved with trade and 
anti-trust regulation during the New Deal. Stone eulogizes Associate Justice Cardozo, who had died three months before 
this letter was written. He writes: "The death of Justice Cardozo was an irreparable loss to his friends, to the Court, and to 
the country. I could hardly undertake to say how greatly I miss him." Stone also thanks Shapiro for sending him a "very 
interesting account" of "Mr. Wellman's book," most likely Francis Wellman's Luck and Opportunity: Recollections (1938). 
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“Assault with Intent to Kill with a Hatchet” 
 
27.  [Texas]. 
[Cotton, James, Defendant].   
[Affidavit Concerning the Case of Texas v. James Cotton]. Harris County, TX, February 19, 1852. 1 pp. 
 
12" x 7-1/2" sheet, text to recto. Moderate toning, light soiling, rubbing with a few small chips and clean tears to edges. 
$450. 
 
* This document appears to be in the hand of William Ferguson [1805-1886], the Harris County justice of the peace. It 
states that a warrant was issued for James Cotton, who was accused of assaulting merchant Isaac Thayer with a hatchet. 
Based on the testimony of Thayer and witnesses G.W. Stuart, William B. Reeves and George Gnebb, the case was sent to 
the District Court of Harris County. A later notation in Ferguson's hand indicates that a transcript was sent to the district 
on May 13, 1852. This affidavit also lays out the terms and amount of Cotton's bond.  
  The accused man is probably James E. Cotton [1822-1867], a veteran of the Mexican War who served with the First 
Texas Foot Rifleman. Later, he was among the Texas conscripts drafted into the Confederate Army. Cotton's life ended in 
violence; he was murdered during a fight with his brother, Thomas, in Grimes, Texas. 
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A Vermont Estate Case Involving Two Former Mayors of New York City 
 
28.  [Trial]. 
[Vermont]. 
[Colden vs. Custis and Morgan. Movnt & Judgment. Woodstock, VT, September 21, 1796]. 
 
12-3/4" x 8" bifolium and 12-3/4" x 8" leaf, which was pinned to bifolium, forming 6 pp. document. Text in neat hand to 
rectos and versos, docketed on verso of final leaf. Content in neat hand. Moderate toning, light soiling, horizontal fold 
lines, rubbing to edges, short clean tears along folds, pin holes to upper-inside corners. $250. 
 
* In this case, the estate of Whitehead Hicks [1728-1780], lawyer, Queens, New York landowner, judge and mayor of New 
York City from 1766-1776, was represented by David Colden [1769-1843], Long Island lawyer, politician, abolitionist and 
New York City's mayor from 1818-1821. The estate sued two Vermont men, Elias Curtis and Isaac Morgan, for rent 
owed to Colden for one of his lands in Gloucester County, New York in 1775. (This county, which includes Woodstock, 
became part of Vermont in 1777.) Intended for filing, this document is in two parts: a movant (motion) and a judgment, 
which put the case on appeal.    
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"Bribes, Threats and Alarms" 
 
29.  [Trial]. 
[Pennsylvania].   
[Grand Jury Presentment Concerning Improprieties in a Rape Case]. [Erie County, PA, August 8, 1834]. 4 pp. 13" x 8" bifolium, 
docketed on verso of second leaf.  
 
Horizontal fold lines, a few with minor tears, light browning and minor edgewear. Content in small hand filling three 
pages. Item accompanied by typed transcription. $1,250. 
 
* This appears to be a document from an unrecorded rape case. It reads, in part: "We the grand jurors... have become 
satisfied that the following persons are also guilty of a wicked and felonious rape, upon the body of Nancy Burns viz., 
Wm. Harper, Lorentine Miller, David McCummins and that proper measures be pursued for the arrest and punishment of 
these persons, whom we also learn have fled the country. The grand jurors further present, that ample proof has been 
given before them to show that some persons whose name are unknown to them have by bribes, threats and alarms, 
spirited away one of two or three very important witnesses in this very important matter..."    
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"Public Whore"? 
 
30.  [Wisconsin]. 
[Acker, James, Defendant].   
[Accusation of Adultery]. Walworth County, Wisconsin Territory, 1845.  
 
12-1/2" x 7-3/4" sheet. Moderate toning, two horizontal fold lines, light edgewear. Content in neat hand, docketed on 
verso. $450. 
 
* The document pertains to a suit filed against James Acker by Dyer Read on behalf of William and Lona Smith. "The said 
James Acker falsely and maliciously charged the said Lona Smith, then being the wife of the said William Smith, with being 
a public whore, and falsely and maliciously stated in the presence of a number of persons that the said Lona Smith was a 
public whore, thereby imputing to her the crime of adultery to by reason of which the said plaintiffs have been greatly 
damaged and they claim damages to the amount of one thousand dollars."  
  The case was brought before Supreme Court Commissioner George Gale [1816-1868]. Gale served in the Wisconsin 
state senate and was the founder of both Gale College and the town of Galesville. The defendant in this action may have 
been early Wisconsin pioneer James C. "J.C." Acker [1819-1892], who moved to Wisconsin from New York in 1842 and 
purchased 160 acres in La Fayette Township, where he operated a farm and established a stone quarry. We do not know 
how this case was decided. 
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