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A Document Relating to the 1898 Bankruptcy Act 
 
1.  [Bankruptcy].  
[Senate, United States].   
The Torrey Bankrupt Bill. April 30, 1896.- Mr. Mitchell, Of Oregon, Presented the Following Papers, Which were Laid on the Table and 
Ordered to be Printed.... [At head of title page: Senate. 54th Congress, 1st Session. Document No. 237]. Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1896. xiii, [1], 316 pp. Octavo (9" x 5-3/4"; 22.9 x 14.6 cm). 
 
Later cloth, calf lettering piece to spine, endpapers renewed. Light rubbing to boards and edges of lettering piece, light 
toning to interior. A very good copy. $250. 
 
* Only edition. Preceded by three short-lived bankruptcy acts in 1800, 1841 and 1867, the 1898 Bankruptcy Act endured 
and became one of the pillars of present-day American bankruptcy law. The act was based on a bill named after Jay Torrey 
[1852-1920], the lawyer-lobbyist who promoted its creation. 
  Our Senate document, which includes an index, was produced during the process that crafted the 1898 act. It is a 
collection of memorials and resolutions by business groups and professional associations, newspaper reports of opinions 
about the bill, summaries of related legislation and statistical data.   
 
This title is rare. OCLC locates 5 copies (Johns Hopkins University, Newberry Library, New York Public Library, New 
York State Library, State Library of Iowa). No copies located in law libraries.   
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Rare Contemporary Guide to the 1867 Bankruptcy Act 
 
2.  [Bankruptcy].  
[United States].   
The Bankrupt Bill, With Orders and Forms. An Act to Establish a Uniform System of Bankruptcy Throughout the United States. With 
General Orders and the Forms of Proceeding in Bankruptcy, As Promulgated by the Supreme Court of the United States. New York: 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers, Franklin Square, 1867. 19, [1]; 80, [4] pp. Main text followed by 4 pp. of publisher 
advertisements. Two parts, the first in double columns; the second has drop-head title General Orders, With Forms in 
Bankruptcy, As Promulgated by the Supreme Court of the United States. Octavo (8-1/2" x 5-1/2"; 21.6 x 14 cm). 
 
Disbound stab-stitched pamphlet. Light toning, negligible light soiling to exterior, two small stains to title page. A very 
good copy. $250. 
 
* Only edition. This is a contemporary guide to the Bankruptcy Act of 1867, which was the third attempt to create a 
federal bankruptcy system. Both of the first two acts, passed in 1800 and 1841, lasted about a year. Never popular, they 
were seen as safeguards for financial recklessness and were allowed to expire. Other attempts, most notably a bill 
proposed in 1841 by Daniel Webster, were defeated. Around 1865, however, Congress began to see bankruptcy 
protection as a way to encourage the economic redevelopment of the devastated southern states and the expansion of the 
national post-war economy. These needs informed the passage of the 1867 act. Like its predecessors, this act proved 
unpopular and was repealed in 1878. Bankruptcy protection would not become a permanent part of U.S. law until 1898.   
 
OCLC locates 8 copies, 1 in a law library (Harvard). 
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"Overwhelmed by Debts that Grind Them to the Earth" 
 
3.  [Bankruptcy].  
[United States].  
[Hamilton, James, Jr. (1782-1857)].   
Memorial of the Citizens of Charleston, Praying the Establishment of an Uniform System of Bankruptcy. February 8, 1822. Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House to Which is Committed the Bill to Establish an Uniform System of Bankruptcy Throughout the United States. 
At head of title: [65]. Washington [DC]: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1822. 7 pp. Octavo (9" x 5-1/2"; 22.8 x 14.2 cm). 
 
Disbound pamphlet. Light browning and foxing, leaves starting to separate at ends. $250. 
 
* Enacted in 1800 with a slim majority, the first federal bankruptcy act aimed to encourage economic risk and supersede 
the patchwork of debtor laws in force on the state level. Never a popular law, it was repealed in 1803. Claiming this would 
stifle economic development, supporters of the defeated bill launched a campaign to restore the law or enact a similar one. 
This petition was written by some of these supporters from Charleston, South Carolina. The chief signatory is James 
Hamilton Jr., then the city's mayor. Shortly after the date of the petition, he suppressed an uprising of enslaved people in 
the city; the acclaim he received catapulted him to a political career that culminated in service as the state's governor. 
  Supporters of a national bankruptcy act increased in number after the Panic of 1837 and the five-year depression that 
followed. Their efforts reached fruition in the General Bankrupt Law of 1841. Almost as unpopular as its 1801 
predecessor, it was repealed in 1843. 
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The "Incalculable Mischiefs" of a National Bankruptcy System 
 
4.  [Bankruptcy].  
[United States].    
Memorial of Sundry Citizens of the City of Troy, In the State of New York, (Against a System of Bankruptcy.) February 11, 1822. Printed 
by Order of the House of Representatives. At head of title: [61]. Washington [DC]: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1822. 4 pp. 
Octavo (9" x 5-1/2"; 22.8 x 14.2 cm). 
 
Disbound pamphlet. Light browning and foxing, leaves separated and lightly edgeworn. $200. 
 
* Enacted in 1800 with a slim majority, the first federal bankruptcy act aimed to encourage economic risk and supersede 
the patchwork of debtor laws in force on the state level. Never a popular law, it was repealed in 1803. Claiming this would 
stifle economic development, supporters of the defeated bill launched a campaign to restore the law or enact a similar one. 
They were met with resistance from people like these memorialists, who "are decidedly of opinion [sic], that, should the 
proposed system of bankruptcy be adopted, it would cause incalculable mischiefs to the community, without affording any 
substantial benefit to the honest but unfortunate trader" (3).  
  Supporters of a national bankruptcy act increased in number after the Panic of 1837 and the five-year depression that 
followed. Their efforts reached fruition in the General Bankrupt Law of 1841. Almost as unpopular as its 1801 
predecessor, it was repealed in 1843. 
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Bentham's Plan for Scottish Law Reform, 
"With Illustrations from English Non-Reform" 

 
5.  Bentham, Jeremy [1748-1832].   
Scotch Reform; Considered, With Reference to the Plan, Proposed in the Late Parliament, For the Regulation of the Courts, And the 
Administration of Justice, In Scotland: With Illustrations from English Non-Reform: In the Course of Which Divers Imperfections, Abuses, 
And Corruptions, In the Administration of Justice, With Their Causes, Are Now, For the First Time, Brought to Light. In a Series of 
Letters, Addressed to the Right Hon. Lord Grenville, &c. &c. &c. With Tables, In Which the Principal Causes of Factitious Complication, 
Delay, Vexation, And Expense, Are Distinguished From Such as are Natural and Unavoidable. London: Printed by Richard Taylor 
and Co., for J. Ridgway, 1808. [iv], 100 pp. With 2 oversized folding "Delay and Complication Tables" measuring 19-1/4" 
x 23-1/4" (48.9 x 59.1 cm). Octavo (7-1/2" x 4-1/2"; 19.1 x 11.7 cm). 
 
Recent blue morocco, gilt rules to boards, raised bands, gilt ornaments and gilt title to spine, marbled endpapers, blind 
inside dentelles, endleaves renewed. Moderate toning to interior, negligible light foxing to a few leaves, light soiling and a 
few small faint stains to title page, minor soiling and edgewear to folding tables, small tear to top-edge of first table with 
minor loss to one letter of heading. A near-fine copy in a handsome binding. $2,500. 
 
* First published edition, presumed first issue. Scotch Reform appeared as Bentham continued to make progress on his 
theories of evidence and judicial procedure. He "was now able to apply his recently developed principles to the practical 
and topical issue of the reform of Scottish civil procedure. Yet Bentham moved far beyond an isolated treatment of the 
Scottish system and, in Scotch Reform, presented a penetrating critique of the English system as well. Bentham attempted to 
illustrate 'English non-reform' and to identify the many imperfections, abuses and corruptions of the English system" 
(Draper). Utilitarian in its aims, the work is marked by Bentham's typical acid disdain for lawyers and judges. This disdain 
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also extends to juries, and Bentham concludes that the proposals to introduce trial by jury to the Scottish system were "not 
likely to abridge Delay, Vexation and Expense."  
  Like many of Bentham's works, Scotch Reform has a complex publication history. It was first printed, but not published, in 
1807. We have seen records of copies dated 1808 in three states: [iv], 100 pp. with two tables (as in the present copy); [iv], 
100 pp. with four tables (as called for by Chou); and [iv], 113 pp. with four tables. The unpublished 1807 edition had two 
tables, and only two tables are mentioned in the "Advertisement." We believe our copy and others like it represent the 
earliest issue of the 1808 edition. A second edition appeared in 1811 and the title appeared in Bowring's collected-works 
editions in 1838 and 1843. 
 
Draper, "'Corruptions In the Administration of Justice': Bentham's Critique of Civil Procedure, 1806-1811." UCL 
Bentham Project Journal of Bentham Studies, vol. 7 (2004): 3 (accessed online). Chou University Library, A Bibliographical 
Catalogue of the Works of Jeremy Bentham S1.2 (variant). Goldsmiths'-Kress Library of Economic Literature 19755. 
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An Unrecorded Nineteenth-Century Anti-Catholic Broadside 
 
6.  [Broadside].  
[Catholics].  
Carter, John V.   
The Downfall of Popery. A Prophectic Parody [sic]. [Brockton, MA?]: Copyrighted J.V. Carter, 1895. 
 
9-1/8" x 4-1/8" (23.2 x 10.2 cm) broadside, text in single column below headline and small vignette captioned "Defend 
The Little Red Schoolhouse," removed from album with residue of backing. Moderate toning, faint offsetting, clean tear 
to left edge not affecting text, small manuscript name "J.H. Jameson" at foot of text. A rare item in good condition. $450. 
 
* This anti-Catholic broadside was likely produced by the American Protective Association, an anti-Catholic political 
society established in the Midwest in 1887. Its publisher, John V. Carter, was a known member of the APA. (He may also 
have been the author: according to contemporary newspaper reports, he read a different original poem at an APA rally in 
September 1895.) The text imagines the pope "in his palace grand," dreaming about restoring the Inquisition in America 
when he is awoken by news that the APA has overpowered him and his "minions" and brought about the bloody "end of 
papal wrong." The "little red schoolhouse" was a symbol of the APA, representing its focus on supposed Roman Catholic 
influence in the public school system. The group essentially collapsed after its failure to influence the election of 1896, so 
this broadside likely was printed and distributed at its copyright date of 1895. 
  "J.H. Jameson" is likely an owner signature of or an annotation attributing the work to the Brockton tradesman of the 
same name. 
 
This item appears to be unrecorded. No copies located by OCLC. Not at Harvard, Notre Dame, Library of Congress or 
the American Antiquarian Society. 
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An Interesting (and Scarce) Collection of 
"Extraordinary Criminal Cases" from France 

 
7.  [Criminals].   
The French Impostors: Or, An Historical Account of Some Very Extraordinary Criminal Cases, Brought Before the Parliament of France, 
Several of Which are So Very Surprizing, That They For a Long Time Puzzled the Whole Senate. Among Some of the Cases are as Follows: 
I. An Account of Arnold du Tilh...To Which is Prefixed, A Copious Preface, In Relation to the Laws and Constitution of France. London: 
Printed by J. Applebee, for J. Hazard [et al.], 1737. xliii [i.e. xxxix], [5], 306 [i.e. 308], [5] pp. Last 5 pp. are advertisements. 
12mo. (6-1/2" x 3-3/4"; 16.3 x 9.7 cm). 
 
Recent marbled paper-covered boards, morocco lettering piece to spine, endpapers renewed. Negligible light rubbing to 
extremities, moderate toning to interior, occasional light soiling, clean tear to fore-edges of leaves B9-10 (pp. 17-20) 
affecting text slightly without loss, printer's flaws to pp. 16 and 21-21 without loss to legibility. A good copy of a scarce 
title. $350. 
 
* A reissue of Gallick Reports, Or, An Historical Collection of Criminal Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Courts of Judicature in France 
(London, 1737) with a cancel title page. The cases include Arnold du Tilh, "an impostor who artfully deceived a man's 
wife and relations;" Renee Corbeau, "whose eloquence saved the life of her lover;" the Countess of Saint Geran, whose 
son was abducted "by her husband's relations in order to secure the estate;" Madam de Brinvilliers, "who poisoned her 
father and two brothers and attempted the life of her sister;" the Sieur d'Anglade, "condemned (tho' innocent) to the 
gallies and who died before his innocence was discovered;" the "intrigues of Cardinal Richlieu [sic] for the destruction of 
Urban Grandier, a priest, whom he caused to be burnt for sorcery;" and "Madam Tiquet, beheaded in the late reign for 
attempting the life of her husband." Also included is an extensive preface describing the French criminal justice system 
and constitutional structure. 
 
OCLC locates 9 copies of the reissue, 2 in law libraries (Library of Congress, Harvard). English Short-Title Catalogue N6568. 
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Inscribed by Darrow, With Two Warm Signed Letters 
 
8.  Darrow, Clarence [1857-1938].  
A Persian Pearl and Other Essays. Chicago: C.L. Ricketts (Lakeside Press colophon), 1902. 160, [1] pp. 
 
Quarter cloth over patterned paper boards, gilt title to spine, top edge gilt, deckle fore and bottom edges. Light soiling 
along spine and cloth sections of boards, corners bumped and worn. Light toning to interior, large presentation inscription 
to front endleaf: "To Mrs. Claire Carmen/ From Clarence Darrow/ April 4th 1916." Two typed letters, signed, on 
Darrow's personal stationery, laid in, one from Darrow to "My Dear Mrs. Carman [sic]," the other from Darrow to 
Samuel Alschuler. $1,750.  
 
* Second edition. A Persian Pearl was Darrow's first book and remains the cornerstone of any Darrow collection. It 
consists of five essays. "A Persian Pearl" is an appreciation of Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat. The other essays discuss Walt 
Whitman, Robert Burns, realism in literature and art and the importance of facing up to past mistakes without fear or 
shame.  
  This copy was inscribed to Mrs. Claire Carmen in 1916. Based on the date of the typed letters, it appears she had a long-
term acquaintance with Darrow. The letter addressed to her encloses "the letter [she] asked for" and wishes her "good 
luck...in [her] interests and undertakings." The other letter is addressed to Samuel Alschuler [1859-1939], a former 
politician and judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. It is a letter of introduction for Mrs. 
Carmen, who was trying to help a "destitute woman in her eighties" get into a nursing home and believed that Alschuler 
could assist her. 
 
Hunsberger, Clarence Darrow: A Bibliography 44. 
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Advice for the Seventeenth-Century English Law Student 
 
9.  Doddridge, Sir John [1555-1628].  
The English Lawyer. Describing a Method for the Managing of the Lawes of this Land. And Expressing the Best Qualities Requisite in the 
Student, Practizer, Judges and Fathers of the Same. London: Printed by the Assignes of I. More Esq, 1631. [viii], 271, [1] pp. 
Quarto (7" x 5"; 17.8 x 12.7 cm). 
 
Contemporary limp vellum with yapp-style fore-edges, blind rules and corner fleurons to boards, later gilt rules and calf 
lettering piece to spine, early hand-lettered title to fore-edge of text block. Negligible light soiling to boards, which are 
slightly bowed, spine ends lightly bumped. Moderate toning to interior, light browning to margins, light soiling and 
edgewear to endleaves and title page, brief annotations in minuscule early hand to a few leaves. A very good copy overall. 
$2,500.    
 
* Only edition. Intended to advise law students, this important book offers insight into the qualities of a good lawyer and 
the fundamental nature of law. It discusses the best methods of study and information on the sources and principles of 
English law. It also provides reading lists, advice on personal demeanor and education preliminary to legal study. 
Holdsworth said it was the "most notable" book of its kind.  
  As distinguished a jurist as Coke and Bacon, Doddridge (or Dodderidge) was a counselor of the King's Bench, a Serjeant 
for Prince Henry, Solicitor-General, a Member of Parliament and the author of five important works, all published 
posthumously.  
    
Holdsworth, A History of English Law V:397-398. English Short-Title Catalogue S109764.  
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1793 Connecticut Justice of the Peace Manual 
 
10.  Goodrich, John [1753-1800].  
The Civil and Executive Officers' Assistant. Containing the Forms of Bonds, Bills, Deeds, Letters of Attorney, Policies of Insurance. Releases, 
Wills, Writs, Pleas, Officers Returns and Justices Records of Court. With the Power and Duty of Justices of the Peace as Contained in the 
Laws of the State of Connecticut. And Exhibiting the Duty and Province of Select-Mfn [sic], Constables, Grand-Jurors, &c. With an 
Appendix Containing a Concise Mode of Casting Interest, Keeping Town Accompts, And Transacting Public Business with Facility and 
Accuracy. New Haven: Printed and Sold by Abel Morse, 1793. xii, 9-305 (i.e. 309) pp. Octavo (7-3/4" x 4-1/2"; 19.7 x 11.5 
cm). 
 
Contemporary sheep, lettering piece and gilt fillets to spine. Rubbing to exterior, some scuffing and faint staining to 
boards, which are separating at foot but secured by cords, moderate wear to spine, lettering piece chipped, spine ends 
abraded, corners bumped, endleaves lightly edgeworn and separating at foot but secure. Moderate toning and light foxing 
to interior, both uneven and somewhat lighter or heavier in places. Early owner signatures of Hiram Gates to front 
endleaves in ink, early owner inscriptions of Hiram Gates (indicating acquisition of the book in 1793) and John Elderkin 
(indicating acquisition of the book in 1887 from "Mrs. H. Gates") to front free endpaper. $150. 
 
* First edition. A comprehensive reference guide for professionals and lay people in Connecticut. A second edition was 
published in 1798. Educated at Dartmouth and Yale, Goodrich "had several different occupations, in 1784 he became a 
member of the County Medical Society; in 1786 and for a few years thereafter, he ran a drug store; later he kept an inn and 
served as a constable; and by 1793 he had become a lawyer" (Cohen).  
 
This edition not in James's Treatises Printed in the British Colonies and the United States Before 1801. Cohen, Bibliography of Early 
American Law 8008. English Short-Title Catalogue W37406. 
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Scarce German Edition of De Jure Belli ac Pacis 
 
11.  Grotius, Hugo [1583-1645]. 
Becmann, Johann Christoph [1641-1717], Editor.  
De Jure Belli ac Pacis Libri Tres, In Quibus Jus Naturae et Gentium, Item Juris Publici Praecipua Explicantur, Cum Annotatis Autoris ex 
Postrema Eius Ante Obitum Cura: Accesserunt Excerpta Annotationum Variorum Virorum Insignium in Totum Opus. Frankfurt an 
der Oder: Impensis Jeremiae Schrey, & Joh. Christoph. Hartmann, 1699. [xvi], 1326, [120] pp. Copperplate portrait 
frontispiece of Grotius facing a pictorial title page. Quarto (8" x 6-1/2"; 20.3 x 16.5 cm). 
 
Contemporary vellum, yapp-style fore-edges, early hand-lettered title to spine, edges rouged. Light rubbing and a few 
minor scratches and nicks, darkening and some tiny inkspots to spine, vellum beginning to crack through edges of 
pastedowns, minor worming to pastedowns and endleaves, small chip to upper-inside corner of front pastedown, 
edgewear, creases and a few minor tears to rear endleaves, partial crack in text block between front free endleaf and verso 
of frontispiece of Grotius. Title page printed in red and black. Moderate toning to interior, light soiling to title page, 
underlining, inkspots, smudges and minor tears to a few leaves. A very good copy overall. $750. 
 
* Second Becmann edition. First published in Paris in 1625, De Jure Belli ac Pacis laid the foundation of modern public 
international law, a system based on immutable morality-based law that superseded the personalities of individuals. 
Though based on Christian natural law, Grotius advanced the novel argument that his system, like a mathematical axiom, 
would still be valid if it lacked a divine basis. In this regard he pointed to the future by moving international law in a 
secular direction.  
  Becmann, sometimes spelled Bekmann or Beckmann, was a renowned university professor, historian and librarian. He 
taught Greek, history, political science, and theology at Brandenburg University, Frankfurt an der Oder, and later became 
its rector. The voluminous notes in his editions show his broad range of expertise. The first edition was published in 1691 
and the final edition, also designated the second, was published in 1718. The pictorial title page of the second edition 
features an image of Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I, who is allegorized as a peacemaker. 
 
All Becmann editions are scarce, with few copies held in North American libraries. OCLC locates 8 copies of the second 
edition, 4 in law libraries (George Washington University, Library of Congress, University of Virginia, Yale). Specht, 
"Becman, Johann Christoph," Neue Deutsche Biographie. (accessed online). Das Verzeichnis der im Deutschen Sprachraum 
Erschienenen Drucke des 17. Jahrhunderts 1:008700E. Ter Muelen and Diermanse, Bibliographie des Ecrits Imprimes de Hugo Grotius 
591.  
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Finely Bound Copy of a Notable Cardozo Biography 
 
12.  Hellman, George S. [1878-1958].  
Benjamin N. Cardozo: American Judge. New York: Whittlesey House, [1940]. ix, 339 pp. Frontispiece. Illustrations. 
 
Full chestnut morocco, gilt tooling to boards, gilt spine with raised bands and red morocco lettering piece, gilt tooling to 
board edges, marbled edges and endpapers, gilt dentelles. A few negligible scuffs to binding, tiny folds to lower outside 
corners of first few leaves of text block. A fine copy overall in a notably handsome binding. $750. 
 
* "Mr. Hellman, a man with an established literary reputation, presents a portrait of [Cardozo's] life, not so much for 
students of jurisprudence as for persons whose fundamental interest is in the personality of the man.…The materials are 
woven together with the skill of a literary artist" (Swisher). Benjamin Nathan Cardozo [1870-1938] was a justice of the 
New York Supreme Court from 1914 to 1917, an associate judge of the New York Court of Appeals from 1917 to 1926, 
chief judge of that court from 1926 to 1932 and an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1932 until his death. 
He believed that the courts should not just interpret the law, but also adapt it to address changing social conditions. 
Cardozo, along with left-leaning justices Harlan Fiske Stone and Louis Brandeis, formed the "Three Musketeers" and 
voted in favor of many New Deal policies. From 1932 to 1937, they faced off against the conservative "Four Horsemen," 
George Sutherland, Willis Van Devanter, James Clark McReynolds and Pierce Butler. 
 
Swisher, Carl Brent. American Political Science Review 34, no. 4 (1940): 792. 
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A 1663 Godefroy Edition of the Corpus Juris Civilis 
 
13.  Justinian I [483-565 CE], Emperor of the East.  
Godefroy, Denis [1549-1621]. 
Modius, Franciscus [1556-1597].   
Corpus Juris Civilis in Quatuor Partes Distinctum, Dionysio Gothofredo JC. Auctore, Cui Appendicis & Auctarii Loco, Aliquot, Quae 
Prioribus Huius Formae Editionibus Defuerunt, Adjecta Sunt, Inprimis Francisci Modii JC. Brugensis ad Omnes L. Pandectarum & XII. 
Codicis Libros Notae; Index Tandem Titulorum Omnium Recens Confectus, Accuratissimus, & Quod Usus Docebit, Studiosae Juventuti 
Aliisq[ue] Exoptatissimus, Cuius Ordinem Totiusq[ue] Operis Rationem, Praefatio Indicem Hunc Praecedens, Dilucidè Exponent: Omnium 
Verò & Singulorum Contenta Syllabus Versae Paginae Affixus Monstrabit. Editio Omnium Novissima, Sacratissimo Principi, D. 
Leopoldo, Rom. Imp. PP. Aug. Dicata. Frankfurt am Main: Sumptibus Societatis Imprimebat Hieronymus Polichius, 1663. 2 
volumes in 1 book, each part individually paginated and registered with main text in two columns (first part ends on col. 
1872). Collates complete. With a copperplate portrait frontispiece and additional copperplate pictorial title page. Quarto 
(10-1/2" x 8"; 26.5 x 20 cm). 
 
Contemporary vellum with yapp-style fore-edges, early hand-lettered title to spine, numerous vellum thumb-tabs to text. 
Some soiling to exterior, chipping to foot of spine, front joint starting at ends, hinges mended, endleaves renewed, later 
typed letter tipped onto front free endpaper. Moderate toning to interior, a few cracks near end of text block (all leaves 
secure), light soiling and unobtrusive faint dampstaining in a few places, occasional edgewear and tearing to fore-edges as a 
result of thumb tabs, some of which are lacking, no loss to text, portrait frontispiece reinforced on verso. An impressive 
volume. $950. 
 
* In 528 CE Emperor Justinian I commissioned a panel of jurists to revise and organize existing Roman law. It produced a 
reformed legal system, the Code; an anthology of commentary by notable jurists, the Digest (or Pandects); an introductory 
textbook, the Institutes; and a collection of laws issued by Justinian after the completion of the Code, the Novels. Enacted 
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between 529 and 534 CE, the subsequent influence of these books on European jurisprudence is difficult to overestimate. 
Beginning with the edition by Godefroy, first published in 1583, they have been grouped under the collective title Corpus 
Juris Civilis. Godefroy was a jurist, humanist, historian, scholar of Roman law and professor at the Universities of Geneva 
and Heidelberg.  
   This volume is based on Godefroy's seminal 1583 edition with additional notes by important French jurist Franciscus 
(François) Modius. The thumb-tabs reflect the importance of this text and Godefroy's edition to scholars. 
 
Das Verzeichnis der im deutschen Sprachraum erschienenen Drucke des 17. Jahrhunderts 3:305598G. 
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The "Ornament of the Common Law" 
 
14.  Littleton, Sir Thomas [1402-1481].   
Littletons Tenures in English. [London: Imprnted (sic)...in Fleestrete (sic) within Temple Barre...by Rychard Tottill, 1583]. 142, 
[2] ff. Octavo (5-1/2" x 3-1/4"; 13.8 x 8.5 cm). 
 
Contemporary calf, blind rules and central arabesques to boards, neatly rebacked retaining existing spine with raised bands, 
endpapers renewed. Light rubbing and some nicks and scratches to boards, which are slightly bowed, rubbing to 
extremities, corners bumped and worn. Moderate toning to interior, occasional unobtrusive faint dampstaining, minor 
worming to first three leaves (repaired with cellotape on title page), no loss to legibility. Underlining, manicules and brief 
annotations in two hands, one early and one later, in several places. An appealing copy in a contemporary binding. $1,000. 
 
* Written during the reign of Edward IV [1442-1483] and first published around 1481, Littleton's Tenures is probably the 
most revered treatise in the history of the common law. Much admired for its learning and style, it is concerned with 
tenures and other issues relating to real property. This venerable work, which Coke called "the ornament of the Common 
Law, and the most perfect and absolute work that ever was written in any humane science," is considered a landmark 
because it renounced the principles of Roman law (and the Latin language) in favor of guidelines and doctrines drawn 
from the Year Books and, when necessary, hypothetical cases.  
 
OCLC locates 7 copies of our 1583 imprint in North American law libraries (Columbia, LA County, Library of Congress, 
Harvard, University of Michigan, University of Minnesota, Washington University in St. Louis). Holdsworth, A History of 
English Law II:573. Dauchy [et al.], The Formation and Transmission of Western Legal Culture: 150 Books that Made the Law in the 
Age of Printing 13. English Short-Title Catalogue S106866. Beale, Bibliography of Early English Law Books T56.  
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Two Titles by an Important Scottish Jurist, 
One with Thirty Leaves of Arms and Heraldic Devices 

 
15.  Mackenzie, Sir George [1636-1691].   
Observations Upon the Laws and Customs of Nations, As to Precedency. Edinburgh: Printed by the Heir of Andrew Anderson, 
Printer to His most Sacred Majesty, 1680. [xviii], [2], 92, 89-92 pp., text continuous. With an engraved copperplate portrait 
frontispiece.    
[With] 
Mackenzie, Sir George. 
The Science of Herauldry, Treated as a Part of the Civil Law, And Law of Nations: Wherein Reasons are Given for its Principles, And 
Etymologies for its Harder Terms. Edinburgh: Printed by the Heir of Andrew Anderson, Printer to His most Sacred Majesty, 
1680. [viii], 98 [i.e. 102], [6] pp. With a copperplate pictorial title page and 30 leaves of arms and other heraldic devices. 
 
Folio (11" x 7"; 28 x 18.5 cm). Contemporary mottled calf, rebacked retaining portions of existing gilt spine with raised 
bands, hinges mended. Moderate rubbing, repairs to upper corners, boards slightly bowed, front free endpaper lacking, 
most of rear free endpaper torn away. Moderate toning to interior, occasional light foxing, light soiling and faint 
dampstaining in a few places, tears to edges of a few leaves, small tear to gutter of Observations frontispiece, which is 
mounted to a backing sheet and rehinged (along with following four leaves). Later owner inscriptions to front pastedown 
(of Joseph H.S. Shirreff, dated 1900) and head of Observations p. 1 (of Francis Townsend), early owner signature ("Jo: 
Cokburne") and brief annotation dated 17 June 1702 to first title page, early and later annotations to several pages. A good 
copy, complete with all of the oft-lacking plates and with interesting signs of use. $850. 
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* First editions. Mackenzie was Lord Advocate during the reigns of Charles II and James II. He is best known for his 
leading role in the persecution of Scottish Presbyterians, which earned him the nickname "Bloody MacKenzie." An 
important jurist, scholar and author, he was also the founder of the Advocates Library, which is now Scotland's national 
law library. This volume features two of his legal and historical works. Observations is an overview of a wide range of topics 
related to the precedence of heirs, including women, twins and madness. The Science of Herauldry discusses the history, legal 
rights and entitlement to the use of heraldic arms and also describes their components. They were both well-regarded by 
scholars. 
  Appropriately, one of the later owners of our volume was Francis Townsend [c.1749-1819], a distinguished genealogist 
and antiquary who served as Windsor Herald from 1784 to his death in 1819. He made important contributions to 
Dugdale's work, including a projected edition of The Baronage of England that was never published (DNB). A few of the 
annotations are in his hand. Another genealogist, enthusiastic amateur Joseph Hales Shirreff Shirreff [1863-1936], was also 
a later owner.  
 
"Dugdale, Sir William" in Dictionary of National Biography (1888 ed.), XVI:141. English Short-Title Catalogue R5733, R21727. 
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Rare 1540 Pocket-Sized Printing of Magna Carta and the Secunda Pars 
 
16.  [Magna Carta].   
Magna Carta Cum Aliis Antiquis Statutis, Quorum Catalogum, In Fine Operis Reperies. [London: In aedibus Thomae Bertheleti 
regii impressoris], 1540 (dated 1541 on colophon). [i], 2-148, [4]; [iv], 80 ff. Collated and complete. Two parts, each with 
title page, table and individual pagination. Second part, dated 1540 (on title page and colophon), titled Secunda Pars Veterum 
Statutorum. Octavo (4-1/4" x 3"; 11 x 8 cm). 
 
Later vellum, rebacked retaining existing spine, blind fillets and central blind ornaments to boards, blind ornaments and 
hand lettered title and date to spine. Moderate rubbing and soiling to exterior, bookplate residue to front pastedown, 
hinges repaired, later owner signatures (of Edward Gatty and H.J. Farrar) to front free endpaper, early owner signature of 
Thomas Seyntaubyn (i.e. St. Aubyn), later owner signature of Edward Gatty and later owner inscription of H.J. Farrar 
dated 1848 to title page. Moderate toning to interior, margins trimmed, headlines and side notes affected in places, 
occasional faint dampstaining, chipping to f. 13 with minor loss to text, brief early ink annotations or markings to a few 
leaves. Item housed in clamshell box, quarter morocco over cloth, gilt-edged raised bands, gilt title and publication date to 
spine. An attractive copy of a rare imprint. $10,000. 
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* It is difficult to overstate the significance of Magna Carta. An agreement from 1215 that settled a dispute between King 
John and a group of nobles, its meaning "swiftly and fundamentally evolved through its thirteenth-century iterations into 
the framework for English freedom and American liberty. (...) Thomas Jefferson (who must have had Magna Carta in 
mind as he drafted the Declaration of Independence) and Alexander Hamilton both cited Magna Carta in support of the 
United States Constitution. (...) Hamilton specifically referred to Magna Carta in number 84 of 'The Federalist Papers'" 
(Sotheby's). 
  Richard Pynson issued the first printed edition in 1508. The text of this early edition is a close reprinting of Pynson's 
1527 edition with additional material. It also includes the Carta de Foresta and statutes passed before the reign of Edward 
III. Among the most notorious statutes are those of Edward I concerning Jews, which condemned them for irreverence 
and prevented them from practicing usury or acquiring land from Christians through pledges. Other "Antique Statutes" 
relate to women, wills, forcible entry, "Fraudulent Deedes" and other topics. 
  One of this copy's earliest owners was Thomas St. Aubyn, a member of an old Cornwall family. (Two Thomas St. 
Aubyns served as sheriffs of Cornwall, one in 1545 and the other in 1589.) It passed over time to Edward Gatty [1792-
1872], an English solicitor, who in turn gave it to Kent solicitor Henry Jeffreys Farrar [1829-1877] in 1848. 
 
OCLC locates 4 copies of this imprint in North American libraries (Columbia, Harvard, Library of Congress, Yale Law 
School). Sotheby's New York, The Magna Carta (18 December 2007) 85. Beale, A Bibliography of Early English Law Books 
S12, S22. English Short-Title Catalogue S102195. 
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Early Seventeenth-Century Edition of Magna Carta,  
"The Framework for English Freedom" 

 
17.  [Magna Carta].  
Magna Charta; Cum Statutis, Tum Antiquis, Tùm Recentibus, Maximopere Animo Tenendis, Iam Noviter Excusa, & Summa Diligentia 
Emendata & Correcta. Cui Adiecta Sunt Nonnulla Statuta, Nunc Demum Tipis Aedita. London: Imprinted for the Companie of 
Stationers, 1608. [vi], 258 ff. Octavo (5-3/4" x 3-1/2"; 14.5 x 9 cm). 
 
Contemporary laced vellum, early hand-lettered titles to spine (mostly rubbed away) and fore-edge. Moderate soiling to 
exterior, covers slightly bowed, rear cover lightly edgeworn, pastedowns loose, lower edges of endleaves discreetly 
reinforced with tissue. Light toning to interior, occasional faint dampstaining, minor worming in a few places without loss 
to legibility, brief early annotations to a few pages. Later owner signature to front pastedown ("Francis Logan," dated 
1810), owner stamp ("F:Logan, R.N.") to front free endpaper. A good copy. $2,500. 
 
* One of the earliest seventeenth-century printings of the Magna Carta, which was first printed around 1508 by Richard 
Pynson. It also includes the Carta de Foresta of Henry III, the Statutes of Merton and Marlebridge, the Statutes of Edward 
I, and other statutes. Among the most notorious statutes are those of Edward concerning Jews, including the Edict of 
Expulsion (1290), which banished them from England. Other statutes relate to women, wills, forcible entry, "Fraudulent 
Deedes" and other topics. This edition contains a topical index useful to "all Studentes of the law for their private studies, 
Readings, Mootes, Bolts, cases, & other excercises" and "practiceres of the same for their daily affaires and causes." 
  Published in 1608, this edition appeared during a period of increasing tension between James I and Parliament as James 
sought to expand the scope of the royal prerogative. He was met with opposition from leading jurists and politicians, like 
Sir Edward Coke and Francis Bacon, who found a basis for Parliamentary authority in key common law texts like Magna 
Carta and the statutes included in this edition. The importance of Magna Carta as a foundation of civil rights in the 
English constitutional tradition would only grow as political tensions increased throughout the seventeenth century and 
boiled over during its numerous civil wars. Indeed, "it became the framework for English freedom" and would later 
inspire many of the American founders (Sotheby's). 
  A former owner of this copy may be Francis Logan [1784-1862], a surgeon with the Royal Navy from 1808-1839 who 
served on a number of convict ships bound for Australia. 
 
Sotheby's New York, The Magna Carta (18 December 2007) 85. English Short-Title Catalogue S122650.  
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Attractive First-Edition Copy of Maine's Landmark Ancient Law 
Owned by the Son of Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

 
18.  Maine, Henry Sumner [1822-1888].  
Ancient Law: Its Connection with the Early History of Society, And Its Relation to Modern Ideas. London: John Murray, 1861. viii, 
415, [1] pp. Octavo (8-1/2" x 5-1/2"; 21.6 x 14 cm). 
 
Contemporary calf, gilt rules and corner fleurons to boards, gilt spine with raised bands and lettering piece, gilt tooling to 
board edges, marbled endpapers and edges. Minor nicks and scratches to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities with 
wear to corners, gilding mostly rubbed away from spine and board edges. Light toning to interior, owner inscription of 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Jr. to head of title page, marks in pencil, most likely in his hand, to margins of a few leaves. A 
very good copy with an interesting association. $950. 
 
* First edition. This landmark work in legal history and anthropology traces the evolution of legal systems from ancient, 
custom-based societies to those based on contracts. It is known for the dictum that civilization progresses "from status to 
contract." Brunel [1837-1902], a London barrister of Lincoln's Inn, was the eldest child of the eminent civil and 
mechanical engineer. 
 
"Isambard Brunel, Junior (1837-1902)," Grace's Guide to British Industrial History (accessed online). Dauchy [et al.], The 
Formation and Transmission of Western Legal Culture: 150 Books that Made the Law in the Age of Printing 115. Holdsworth, A 
History of English Law XV:363-4. 
 

View Additional Images or Order This Item 

mailto:law@lawbookexchange.com
http://www.lawbookexchange.com/
https://www.lawbookexchange.com/details.php?record=85490
https://www.lawbookexchange.com/details.php?record=85490
https://www.lawbookexchange.com/details.php?record=85490


The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. Recent Acquisitions February 10, 2026 
 

Tel: (800) 422-6686 or (732) 382-1800 | law@lawbookexchange.com | www.lawbookexchange.com 
 

23 

 
 

Imprisoned For a Debt of Seven Pounds 
 
19.  [Maryland].   
[Arrest Warrant for Thomas Lewis, Benjamin Hopkins & Benjamin Mackall]. Frederick County, Maryland, April 30, 1801. 
 
6-1/4" x 7-3/4" (16.1 x 20.2 cm) part-printed document completed in single neat clerical hand and signed by William 
Ritchie, Clerk, docket and signature of Lawrence Brengle, Sheriff to verso. Moderate toning, faint offsetting, horizontal 
fold line, small clean tear starting along fold line at edges, text not affected. Good. $250. 
 
* This document empowers the Frederick County sheriff to hold Thomas Lewis, Benjamin Hopkins and Benjamin 
Mackall pending trial before the county court. The three men were indebted to John Buckhart by a sum of seven pounds, 
plus six shillings and ten pence interest. They were also required to produce 37 pounds of tobacco to pay costs, a 
reflection of the scarcity of currency in the early Federal period. 
  The writ was issued under the authority of Richard Potts [1753-1808], chief justice of the Fifth Judicial Circuit. The verso 
is signed by the sheriff, Lawrence Brengle [1765-1822], who held the position from 1800-1803. He was also county 
surveyor in 1811 and was associated with the Hagerstown Bank. 
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A Pioneering Text Designed to Democratize Legal Knowledge 
 
20.  [Phayer (Phaer), Thomas (c.1510-1560)].  
A Booke of Presidents, With Additions of Divers Necessary Instruments. Meet for All Such as Desire to Learne the Manner and Forme How 
to Make Evidences, And Instruments, &c. As in the Table of This Booke More Plainly Appeareth. London: Printed by the Assignes 
of I. More Esquire, 1641. [viii], 96, 96-105, [6] ff. Octavo (5-1/2" x 3-1/2"; 13.9 x 9 cm).  
 
Contemporary sheep, blind rules to boards, blind fillets to spine, blind tooling to board edges. Light rubbing and a few 
nicks and scratches to boards, which are slightly bowed, rubbing and wear to extremities, spine ends abraded, joints 
starting at ends, corners bumped, pastedowns and free endpapers lacking. Light toning to interior, light foxing and soiling 
in a few places, faint offsetting to first and final leaves. Early owner signature ("Rod: Gwynne") to title page, brief early 
annotations to a few pages, doodles to verso of final leaf. A good copy of an important title. $1,250. 
 
* Later edition. With an index, court calendars and an almanac (to determine future court dates). First published in 1543, 
this was the first collection of conveyancing forms and served as a vital manual for early modern commerce and law. The 
most significant book on land law since Littleton's Tenures, it was also one of the earliest formbooks printed in England. 
Phayer was a lifelong champion of the English language as not only a patriotic gesture, but a tool for democratizing 
knowledge. "Phaer's accessible legal text was so popular that it went through 27 editions to 1656 and was used by the great 
Elizabethan jurist Thomas Egerton when he was a student at Lincoln's Inn…[Phaer] combined his professional 
intellectual pursuits in the law with a distinctly social concern" (Bowers). A polymath and true Renaissance man, he moved 
from the law to a distinguished career as a physician; he was also the first to attempt to translate the Aeneid in full, though 
the project was interrupted by his death. 
  The former owner of this copy may have been the Roderick Gwynne of Llanelwedd who served as High Sheriff of 
Radnorshire in 1633, or another family member of the same name. 
 
"Thomas Phaer and the Assertion of Tudor English," Renaissance and Reformation / Renaissance et Réforme 21, no. 4 (1997): 30. 
English Short-Title Catalogue R181758. 
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The State of the Fleet, Westminster and Marshalsea Prisons in 1819 
 
21.  [Prisons]. 
[Great Britain]. 
[House of Commons].   
Report from the Commissioners Appointed to Inquire into the State, Conduct, And Management of the Prison and Gaol of The Fleet; And 
Also, Of the Prison and Gaol of the Court of His Majesty's Palace at Westminster; And of the Court of the Marshalsea of His Majesty's 
Honourable Household; And of the Prisoners in the Respective Prisons Confined. (Dated 29th October 1818.) [London]: Ordered, by The 
House of Commons, to be Printed, 16 March 1819. 114 pp. Folding ground plan of the Marshalsea Prison. Folio (12-7/8" 
x 7-3/4"; 32.8 x 20 cm).  
 
Recent buckram, black-stamped title to spine, endpapers added. Light toning to interior, light foxing or soiling in a few 
places. A very good copy. $300. 
 
* The Fleet, Westminster and Marshalsea prisons were notorious as debtors' prisons, though they housed a variety of 
offenders. (Famously, Charles Dickens's father was sent to the Marshalsea Prison as a result of debt.) The present report 
was made in the course of an assessment of the nation's bankruptcy laws. It includes such details as the number and type 
of prisoners and the allowances of food, money and clothing allotted to them, along with additional commentary.  
 
Pre-1836 Parliamentary papers are scarce today. They were not available to the public, so they were produced in small 
numbers. 
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A Rare Anti-Catholic Pamphlet 
 
22.  Protestant.   
Observations on the Petition of the English Roman Catholics, Lately Presented by Earl Grey to the House of Lords. Newcastle: Printed for 
the Author, by J. Mitchell, St. Nicholas’ Church-Yard, [1810]. 28 pp. Octavo (8-1/4" x 5-1/4"; 20.9 x 13.2 cm). 
 
Disbound pamphlet. Moderate toning, light soiling to exterior, light foxing and small faint stains to several leaves, upper 
corner of title page lacking, owner inscription "Jas Webb/ Durham Augst/ 17th 1811" to its head. A good copy of a rare 
title. $500. 
 
* Only edition. The restrictions placed on Roman Catholics during the Reformation were a subject of constant debate 
until 1829, when most were repealed by the Roman Catholic Relief Act. In the meantime, groups of Catholics regularly 
petitioned Parliament and the Crown for an end to the harsh penal laws that prohibited the practice of the Catholic faith 
and barred Catholics from public life. Our pamphlet addresses one such petition, which was presented in 1810 and 
summarily shot down by Parliament. Written by a Protestant, it dismisses the arguments of the Catholic petitioners and 
argues that any restrictions are merited. 
 
This is a rare title. OCLC and Library Hub locate 1 copy (British Library). 
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The First English Dictionary and the First English Law Dictionary, 
With the Addition of "Above One-Hundred" Words by Thomas Blount 

 
23.  [Rastell, John (d.1536)]. 
Rastell, William (1508?-1565).  
[Blount, Thomas (1618-1679), Editor].  
Les Termes de la Ley or, Certain Difficult and Obscure Words and Terms of the Common Laws and Statutes of this Realm Now in Use 
Expounded and Explained. Newly Corrected and Enlarged. With an Addition of Above One Hundred Words. London: Printed by John 
Streater, James Flesher, and Henry Twyford, Assigns of Richard Atkins and Edward Atkins, Esquires And are to be sold 
by George Sawbridge [et al.], 1671. [xvi], 613, [1] pp. Woodcut frontispiece (royal arms of England). Main text, in Law 
French with English translation, in parallel columns. Octavo (6-3/4" x 4-1/4"; 17.1 x 10.8 cm). 
 
Contemporary calf, rebacked, blind rules to boards, blind fillets and gilt title to spine, gilt publication date to foot of spine, 
early hand-lettered title to fore-edge of text block, gilt rules to edges of boards, hinges repaired with cloth tape. Negligible 
light rubbing and a few minor nicks and scratches to boards, moderate rubbing to board edges, corners bumped and 
somewhat worn. Light toning to interior, text block trimmed closely, occasionally touching head-lines and page numbers, 
negligible faint dampstaining to head of text block in a few places, minor tears to a few leaves, clean tear to frontispiece 
repaired on verso with archival tape, early owner signature (of Langley Gace) and three abraded, illegible early signatures to 
title page, its upper-outside corner lacking with no loss to text. A very good copy overall. $500.   
 
* A later edition, with additions by the important legal lexicographer Thomas Blount, author of the Nomo-Lexikon (1670). 
First published in 1527 by John Rastell, this was both the first English dictionary and the first English law dictionary. It 
was originally written in Law French with the Latin title Expositiones Terminorum Legum Anglorumae. The first English edition 
was published in 1563 with the title An Exposition of Certaine Difficult and Obscure Wordes and Termes. Later editions, with the 
title Les Termes de la Ley, were produced, and possibly edited and translated, by his son, William. Some sources claim, 
erroneously, that he is the author.  
  Quite popular with students and lawyers due to its clarity and concision, it went through at least twenty-five editions by 
1721. A final reissue appeared in 1819. As Marvin observes, it is a valuable dictionary because it "reflects the common law 
at the close of the year-book period with much fidelity." One of the former owners of this copy may have been Langley 
Gace, a nineteenth-century Lincolnshire attorney. 
 
Marvin, Legal Bibliography 599. English Short-Title Catalogue R203324. 
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Owned by the Nephew of President Franklin Pierce 
 
24.  Richardson, William H. [1774-1838]. 
The New-Hampshire Town Officer. Concord: Printed by J.B. Moore, 1829. xii, 299 pp. Octavo (7" x 4-1/4"; 18 x 11.4 cm). 
 
Contemporary sheep, blind fillets and calf lettering piece to spine. Light rubbing and shallow scuffing to boards, moderate 
rubbing to extremities with wear to corners, bookplate of Frank Hawthorne Pierce to front pastedown. Moderate toning 
to interior, light foxing in a few places, a few creases to front endleaves. A very good copy with a notable provenance. 
$450. 
 
* Only edition. Richardson was chief justice of the New Hampshire Superior Court from 1816 to 1838. Frank Hawthorne 
Pierce [1848-1908] was the favorite nephew of Franklin Pierce [1804-1869], 14th President of the United States. A 
graduate of Princeton and Harvard Law School, Frank Pierce had a legal career in Concord, New Hampshire and was a 
colonel in the state militia. He was the U.S. Consul to Matanzas, Cuba, from 1885-1891, and the U.S. Commercial Agent 
in Vancouver from 1891-1894.  
 
"Pierce, Frank H. (1848-1908)," New Hampshire Historical Society (accessed online). Cohen, Bibliography of Early American Law 
8299. 
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Interleaved Copy of an Exposition of the Institutes by a Distinguished Czech Professor, 
Annotated Throughout by a Contemporary Law Student 

 
25.  Schambogen, Johann Christoph [1636-1696].   
Praelectiones Publicae in D. Justiniani Institutionum Juris Quatuor Libros Compositae, Et in Universitatis Carolo-Ferdinandeae Pragensis 
Magna Aulae Carolinae Audiotorio Juridico Dictatae. Prague: Sumptibus Caspari Zachariae Wussin, & Cornelii Werners 
Bibliopol. Typis Caroli Joannis Hraba, 1727. [xvix], 162 pp. Copperplate portrait frontispiece. Interleaved. Quarto (8-1/2" 
x 6-3/4"; 21.6 x 17 cm). 
 
Contemporary sheep, blind rules to boards, raised bands and lettering piece to spine. Light rubbing, a few shallow scuffs 
and minor worming to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities, chipping to spine ends, corners bumped and somewhat 
worn. Moderate toning to interior, a few doodles and columns of numbers in different hands to rear pastedown. 1739 
inscription (with blotted-out name), indicating ownership by a law student who studied this book with professor 
"Wenceslao Dvorzak de Loos," to front free endpaper, annotations in the same hand to interleaves. A very good copy 
with interesting annotations. $1,500. 
 
* Sixth edition. Schambogen was a prominent Czech lawyer and professor who later became the rector of the law faculty 
of Charles University, Prague. First published in 1676, Praelectiones is based on his classroom lectures on the first book of 
Justinian's Institutes. It remained in the curriculum until 1774. (Its final edition, the seventh, was published in 1732.)  
  Our copy belonged to a student of Schambogen's successor, Professor Dvorak de Loos, who annotated all but a few of 
the interleaves; several are annotated extensively. The notes, which highlight, expound and paraphrase key passages, show 
astute, sustained engagement with the text. 
 
Stintzing/Landsberg, Geschichte der Deutschen Rechtswissenschaft III/1:35. Voit, Bohemica 1500-1800 0809. 
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A Rare New-Left Era Guide to Housing and Tenant Law 
Produced by the Boston University Student Union 

 
26.  [Shrybman, James]. 
[Tarbi, Henry], Illustrator.   
The Boston Housing Primer or By the Hand Through Slumlord Land. By Mister Shribbles. With Delightful Illustrations by Uncle Honka. 
[Boston]: Boston University Student Union, 1972. 152 pp. Illustrated. 
 
Softbound, stiff color wrappers, typescript text. Light shelfwear and soiling. A very good copy overall. $350. 
 
* Second and final edition, revised and considerably expanded. Notable for its irreverent New-Left political cast, this 
overview of housing and tenant law for Boston college students belongs to the vast literature of American guides for 
buyers and renters of real estate, a genre that dates to the eighteenth century. Some chapters and sections are overtly 
political. These include "Why is the Boston Housing Situation So Bad," "Housing-The War and You," "Ecological 
Suggestions," "Tenants Unions vs. The Repressive Status Quo" and "A Collective Bargaining Contract."  The first edition 
was published in 1971. Both authors eventually joined the establishment: Shrybman became an attorney in Maryland and 
Tarbi became a professor in the Business Department of Cambridge College. 
 
As one would expect of such an ephemeral title, both editions are rare. OCLC locates 4 copies of the first (Boston 
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, UMass-Boston, University of Michigan) and 5 copies of the second 
(Albany Law School, Boston Public Library, Boston University, UMass-Boston, Yale).  
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A Lurid Autobiography of a New Haven Rapist-Murderer and Seminole War Veteran: 
McDade 310, OCLC Locates 3 Copies 

 
27.  Foote, Henry Leander [1812-1850]. 
A Sketch of the Life and Adventures of Henry Leander Foote, Sentenced to be Hung in New Haven, June 19, 1850, (Reprieved by the 
Legislature till October 2, 1850,) For the Murder of Miss Emily H. Cooper. Containing an Account of his Early History and Habits, With 
an Appeal to Young Men on the Danger of Exposure to Evil Company; Together with his Adventures as a U.S. Dragoon During the Florida 
War, And a Description of the Horrid Massacre of Two Families, And Some Battles, Never Before Published. Also, A Description of Parts 
of South America, Which he Visited. Written by Himself. With an Appendix, Containing his Confession of the Rape and Murder of Miss 
Cooper, And his Address to be Delivered on the Gallows. New Haven: Printed and Published by T.J. Stafford, [1850]. 56 pp. 
Woodcut title page portrait of Foote. Octavo (8" x 5-1/2"; 20.3 x 14 cm). 
 
Stab-stitched pamphlet in printed wrappers bound into twentieth-century acetate folder with faux-leather spine. Light 
soiling and spotting to wrappers, neat cellotape repairs to verso of front wrapper, moderate toning and foxing, rodent 
damage to foot of spine with some loss, legibility not affected, small inkstamp of a star to head of title page. A good copy 
of a rare title. $950. 
 
* Only edition, first issue. This unusual, rather lurid autobiography has three parts. The first recounts Foote's experiences 
as a dragoon in Florida during the Second Seminole War [1835-1842], which includes, as noted in the title, "a description 
of the horrid massacre of two families, and some battles, never before published." The second, designated "Appendix," is 
his confession of the rape and murder of Emily Cooper, his twelve-year-old cousin, a crime he attributed to his taste for 
"licentious novels" and excessive drinking. (Another factor, suggested by the inclusion of a violent account of his military 
service, may have been post-traumatic stress disorder.) The third is his address "To Be Delivered on the Gallows." The 
second issue of this pamphlet modifies the tense of the speech's title to "Delivered on the Gallows" and adds an account 
of the execution.  
 
Both issues are rare. OCLC locates 3 copies of the first (American Antiquarian Society, New-York Historical Society, 
University of Michigan) and 1 of the second (Yale Law School). We located another copy of the second at Trinity College 
and no copies of either at Harvard or the Library of Congress. Cohen, Bibliography of Early American Law 15268. McDade, 
The Annals of Murder 310. 
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The Fall of the Earl of Macclesfield 
 
28.  [Trial]. 
Macclesfield, Thomas Parker, Earl of [1666-1732], Defendant.   
The Tryal of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, In the House of Peers, For High Crimes and Misdemeanors; Upon an Impeachment by the Knights 
Citizens and Burgesses in Parliament Assembled, In the Name of Themselves and of All the Commons of Great-Britain. Begun the 6th Day of 
May 1725, And from Thence Continued by Several Adjournments Until the 27th Day of the Same Month. Published by Order of the House 
of Peers. London: Printed by Sam. Buckley in Amen-Corner, 1725. [iv], 284 pp. With an initial imprimatur leaf. Main text in 
parallel columns. Folio (13-3/4" x 8-1/2"; 34.9 x 21.6 cm). 
 
Contemporary paneled calf, raised bands to spine, gilding rubbed away from spine title, repairs to spine ends. Light 
rubbing, some nicks and scuffing to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities, front joint starting, hinges cracked. Light 
toning to interior, faint dampstaining to lower half of text block, minor worming to lower outside corner of preliminaries, 
light soiling, creases and a clean tear to final leaf, front endleaf affixed to imprimatur leaf, early shelfmark and inkstains to 
front free endpaper. A good copy overall in an attractive binding. $250. 
 
* Only edition. Parker, 1st Earl of Macclesfield, was an English lawyer and Whig politician. Made a Privy Counsellor in 
1710, he was Lord Chief Justice from 1710 to 1718 and Lord Chancellor from 1718 to 1725. In 1725, the Earl was 
impeached for taking more than ,100,000 in bribes (about ,11,000,000 today) and tried in the House of Lords. He was 
convicted by a unanimous vote. He was removed from the Privy Council, required to forfeit ,100,000, fined an additional 
,30,000 and placed in the Tower of London until these sums were paid. Ruined financially, he retired to his home, 
Shirburn Castle, near Watlington, Oxfordshire, where he spent the rest of his life. He is remembered today as a 
bibliophile. The collections he kept at Shirburn, which encompassed several subjects, comprised one of the finest private 
libraries in Great Britain.  
 
English Short-Title Catalogue T139466.   
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A 1715 Volume of "Remarkable Tryals" 
Owned by a Contemporary Female Reader 

 
29.  [Trials]. 
[Great Britain]. 
[Ireland].   
The History of the Most Remarkable Tryals in Great Britain and Ireland, in Capital Cases, Viz. Heresy, Treason, Felony, Incest, Poisoning, 
Adultery, Rapes, Sodomy, Witchcraft, Pyracy, Murder, Robbery, &c. Both by the Unusual Methods of Ordeal, Combat, And Attainder, 
And by the Ecclesiastical, Civil and Common Laws of these Realms. Faithfully Extracted from Records, And Other Authentick Authorities, 
As well Manuscript as Printed. London: Printed for A. Bell, in Cornhill; J. Pemberton, in Fleetstreet, and J. Brown, without 
Temple-Bar, 1715. [x], 452, [4] pp. Octavo (7-1/2" x 4-1/2"; 19 x 11.4 cm).  
 
Contemporary calf, blind rules to boards, blind fillets along joints, raised bands and later lettering piece to spine, gilt 
tooling to board edges. Light rubbing and a few minor nicks and scratches to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities, 
light creasing to spine, rear joint starting at head, chip to foot of spine, corners bumped and moderately worn, front hinge 
partially cracked, light soiling to endleaves. Moderate toning to interior, negligible faint dampstaining to margins in a few 
places, light soiling and stains to a few leaves, minor worming to pastedowns and final five leaves of text block, "208" in 
contemporary hand to front free endpaper, contemporary owner signature of Francis Allanson to verso of front free 
endpaper and title page, contemporary owner signature of Ann Benson to title page and head of p. 1. A very good copy. 
$750. 
   
* First edition. One of the most comprehensive contemporary compilations of notorious trials from the medieval through 
early eighteenth-century periods, this was the first English work to combine a selection of important state trials and 
sensational cases, including those of Anne Boleyn and Mary, Queen of Scots. Coverage includes trials by combat or battle, 
ordeal, and attainder, alongside proceedings under ecclesiastical, civil and common law. It was originally published as a 
single-volume work. A second volume was added in 1716. The two books were reissued in 1725 as a set designated the 
second edition.  
  The Allansons (sometimes spelled Allinsons) and Bensons were old related landed families whose members lived in the 
Northern English counties of Lancashire, North Yorkshire and West Yorkshire.  
 
English Short-Title Catalogue T76973.  
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One of the Events that Precipitated the Glorious Revolution 
 
30.  [Trials].  
[Sancroft, William (1617-1693), et al., Defendants].  
The Proceedings and Tryal in the Case of The Most Reverend Father in God William, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, And the Right 
Reverend Fathers in God, William Ld. Bishop of Asaph, Francis Lord Bishop of Ely, John Lord Bishop of Chichester, Thomas Lord Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, Thomas Lord Bishop of Peterborough, And Jonathan Ld. Bishop of Bristol. In the Court of King’s-Bench at Westminster, 
In Trinity-Term in the Fourth Year of the Reign of King James II, Annoq; Dom. 1688. London: Printed for the Booksellers in Town 
and Country, 1739. 431 pp. Lacking the folding copperplate portrait frontispiece (of the seven bishops). Octavo (6-3/4" x 
4-1/4"; 17.5 x 10.8 cm).  
 
Later period-style three-quarter calf over marbled boards, raised bands, lettering piece, gilt publication date and gilt and 
blind fillets to spine, endpapers renewed. Moderate toning to interior, light foxing in places, "Thos" in (very) faint early 
hand to near head of title page. A good copy in a handsome binding. $250. 
 
* Third, final and best edition of a work first published in 1689. In 1688 James II reissued his Declaration of Indulgence, 
which suspended the penal laws enacted against Catholics and dissenters, and ordered the Anglican clergy to read it to 
their congregations. The Archbishop of Canterbury and six bishops petitioned against this order, claiming it had been 
declared illegal by Parliament. Indicted in the King's Bench for seditious libel, they were acquitted to great public acclaim. 
The "Trial of the Seven Bishops," as it came to be known, confirmed the subject's right to petition the crown. Moreover, 
by assigning the questions of publication and libel to a jury, the court set a precedent that was later enacted into law by the 
Fox Libel Act of 1792.  
  The trial also reflects the antipathy of English Protestants towards Catholicism and the Stuarts. Indeed, this trial was one 
of the events that precipitated the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The third edition was probably published as a response to 
the Church of England's opposition to Methodism, which was growing rapidly in 1738-1739. 
 
English Short-Title Catalogue T100946. 
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