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Highlights include:

 A 1478 printing of Bartolus’s important commentary on the fi rst part of the Digest (Item 3) 

  A fi rst edition of Blackstone’s Discourse on the Study of Law (1758), a work that formed 
  the basis of the Commentaries on the Laws of England (1764-1769)  (Item 8)

 An illustrated 1871 anti-suffrage tale of a woman in “search of her rights” (Item 19)

The Proctor and Parator (1641), a satirical tract about English court offi cers (Item 21, shown above)

 The fi rst edition of Magna Carta printed with a title page and the Secunda Pars (Item 57)
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We are happy to accept orders by telephone, fax, e-mail or through our website. We welcome visitors, although an advance 
contact is advised. Our offi ce hours are: Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 6 PM.

Terms: Appropriate sales tax will be added for residents of New Jersey. Foreign remittances must be in U.S. dollars, by check 
drawn on a U.S. bank, by international money order, or by wire transfer. We accept Visa, MasterCard, and American Express 
credit cards.

Shipping Charges: Will be applied to all orders. Domestic orders will be shipped via either Federal Express Ground Service or 
United Parcel Service, unless we receive other instructions. All overseas orders will be shipped via Federal Express, or USPS Air 
Service. All books are packed with requisite care.

Warranty & Returns: We offer an unconditional guarantee of every item’s authenticity and completeness as described. We 
collate all of our books and note any defects in our published descriptions. Any item may be returned within fourteen (14) 
days of receipt for any reason; prior notifi cation is necessary and returned items must be carefully packed and arrive safely. 
We observe the professional and ethical standards of the ABAA (Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association of America) and the ILAB 
(International League of Antiquarian Booksellers). 

On-Line Catalogues: Our latest catalogues, some featuring specifi c subjects and special offers, can be viewed on our website. 

E-Lists: In addition to our e-catalogues we offer brief  e-lists of recently acquired items and special offers. Please send us a note 
if you would like to receive these lists.

Publications and Reprints: We publish original titles and facsimile reprints of legal classics. We currently have over 1,100 titles 
in print. All of our publications and reprints are printed on acid-free paper. Our complete Publications Catalogue is available on 
our website. 

We purchase books on topics similar to those which appear in our catalogues, and appreciate offers of either single 
items or whole collections.

Because of space limitations, 
we have not included all images 

that are available to describe each 
book. For additional images, 

please visit our website.

www.lawbookexchange.com

Please contact us if you would like 
us to provide additional specifi c 

images not shown here 
or on our website. 
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or (800) 422-6686
Fax: (732) 382-1887
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See pages 79–80 
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Exterior Front Cover: Item 34 (enlarged to show detail).
Exterior Rear Cover: Item 34 (shown actual size). 
Interior Front Spread: Item 34.
Interior Rear Spread: Item 3.
Title Page: Item 21.

Digital images of all items in this catalogue can be found on our website.
Additional images of any item can be supplied upon request.
Item depictions in this catalogue are not to scale.
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F I R S T  B O S T O N  E D I T I O N  O F  A D A M S ’ S  D E F E N C E  O F  T H E 
C O N S T I T U T I O N S

ADAMS, JOHN [1735-1826]. 

A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United 
States of America. 

London, Printed; Boston: Re-Printed and Sold by Edmund Freeman, 
1788. xxx, 317 pp. 12mo (6-1/2” x 4”).

Recent period-style calf, blind rules and corner fl eurons to boards, 
raised bands and existing lettering piece to spine. Moderate toning 
to text, somewhat heavier in places, faint dampstaining and ink 
smudges to a few leaves, section of fore-edge of leaf T4 (pp. 193-
194) lacking with loss to text, facsimile leaves laid-in. Early owner 
signature (David Shepherd/ Dedham) to front endleaf, interior 
otherwise clean. A handsome copy.                                      $3,000.

FIRST  BOSTON EDITION.  With six-page subscriber list that 
includes John Hancock, Levi Lincoln, Theophilus Parsons, Theodore 
Sedgwick and other distinguished New Englanders. Adams wrote 
this fundamental contribution to American political theory when 
he was the American ambassador at the Court of St. James. First 
published in London, the Defence was a profound infl uence on 
the delegates to the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and the 
framers of several post-Revolutionary state constitutions. It also 
did much to familiarize Europeans with the novel political events 
taking place in America. Adams intended the Defence to be a one-
volume work. He added two more volumes in 1787 and 1788 to 
offer more examples and address issues raised by critics. The fi rst 
volume, reprinted from the London edition, was reprinted in New 
York and Philadelphia in 1787 and Boston in 1788. OCLC locates 4 
copies of the 1788 Boston edition in North American law libraries 
(Harvard, Library of Congress, Social Law, University of Maine). 
Cohen 2734. Sabin 233n.

No 1 No 2

T H E  F I R S T  A M E R I C A N  T R E AT I S E  T O  D I S C U S S  R A I L R O A D S

ANGELL,  JOSEPH K.  [1794-1857]. 

A Treatise on the Law of Carriers of Goods and Passengers, 
by Land and Water. 

Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1849. xxiv, 647, lxxxix, [763]-
791 pp. Octavo (9” x 6”).

Contemporary sheep, blind rules to boards, raised bands and 
lettering piece to spine. Light rubbing to boards and extremities, 
somewhat heavier rubbing to spine. Light toning to text, light 
foxing in some places, two early owner signatures to head of title 
page, another faint signature to head of spine. A well-preserved 
copy.                                                                                                 $750. 

FIRST  EDITION.  Angell on Carriers was highly esteemed in its 
day. It went through three editions, the last one in 1857. It is notable 
as the fi rst American treatise to discuss railroads. It was also one of 
the fi rst treatises to discuss steamboats. Cohen 10942. 
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

BARTOLO OF SASSOFERRATO 
[1314-1357]. 

[Infortiatum: Super Prima Parte Infortiati]. 

[Venice, Nicholaus Jenson, 28 March 1478]. Collation: a10, b-z8, 
A-C8, D-E6. 221 leaves forming 442 pages. Complete except for 
the fi nal blank. Folio (16-1/2” x 11-1/4”). 

Contemporary half pigskin over wooden boards, raised bands 
and later hand-lettered title label to spine, clasps lacking. Several 
tiny wormholes, a few cracks to spine, chip to foot of spine, 
Signatures a and E6 partially detached, pastedowns lacking 
(or never present). Bookplate of Robert Proctor as well as the 
1942 bookseller description to the inside front board, from The 
Rosenbach Company, one of the most famous dealer in rare books 
and manuscripts in the fi rst half of the 20th century. Pastedowns 
lacking (or never present). Text printed in 60-line gothic type on 
wide-margined paper, initial spaces fi lled in alternate red and 
blue, most with fl ourishes, seven-line initial “Q” at beginning of 
text in red and blue with fl ourish in the margin, chapter numerals 
at head in red. Light toning to text, occasional discoloration to 
outer margins, minor worming in places. Contemporary (or early) 
manuscript table of contents to initial blank, annotations in similar 
hand to a few other leaves, interior otherwise clean. A handsome 
copy and a fi ne specimen of Jenson’s Gothic typeface.    $30,000. 

3 BETWEEN 1250 AND 1450  the Post-Glossators, a group of 
legal scholars and teachers in Italy, initiated the recovery of Roman 
law texts from the corruptions of the medieval Glossators. Their 
efforts to apply Roman law to the jurisprudence of their day also 
prepared the way for the natural law school of the seventeenth 
century and helped to lay the foundations of the modern state. The 
greatest member of this group was Bartolo of Sassoferrato. Better 
known as Bartolus, he was a practicing lawyer and professor at 
the University of Perugia. His unrivalled reputation derives from 
his enormous literary output, much of it dealing with the texts later 
collected as the Corpus Juris Civilis. He produced commentaries 
on most of these texts. The most notable are the ones dealing with 
the Digest and Code; all of them went through numerous editions 
and issues. Super Prima Parte Infortiati is a commentary on a group 
of books from the Digest concerning donations between husband 
and wife, divorce, curatorship, wills and testaments and trusts and 
legacies. (The Medieval Glossators divided the 50 books of the 
Digest into three parts: Digestum Vetus, I-XXIV, Title 2, Infortiatum, 
XXIV, Title 3-XXXVIII, and Digestum Novum, XXXIX-L.) Robert 
Proctor [1868-1903] was the bibliographer and book collector who 
established the “Proctor order” for cataloguing incunabula at the 
British and Bodleian Libraries. A bookseller catalogue description 
of this book (purchased from The Rosenbach Company) shows 
it was purchased on June 15, 1942, from their Catalogue 33, item 
40, Selections from Our Shelves, 1942. Rosenbach’s description 
mentions “the only copy [of this imprint] recorded in America 
by the New Census is in the Morgan Library.” The ISTC locates 
3 copies of this imprint in North America (Harvard Law School, 
Morgan Library, New York Public Library). Goff B233. GW 3616.

1 4 7 8  P R I N T I N G  O F  B A R T O L U S ’ S  I M P O R TA N T  C O M M E N TA R Y  O N  T H E  F I R S T  P A R T  O F  T H E  D I G E S T 
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

No 4

A N  I M P O R TA N T  T R A C T  O N  S P A N I S H  L A N D  C L A I M S 
I N  M I S S O U R I  A N D  A R K A N S A S

BATES,  EDWARD [1793-1869].
[BENTON, THOMAS HART (1782-1858)]. 

Edward Bates Against Thomas H. Benton. 

St. Louis: Charless & Paschall, Printers, 1828. 12 pp. 12mo. (7-1/2” 
x 4-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in recent plain wrappers, untrimmed 
edges. Moderate toning, faint spotting and “201” in small early 
hand to title page.                                                                       $1,250.

ONLY EDITION.  Bates accuses Benton, the important Missouri 
politician and United States Senator, of political opportunism and 
corruption and refutes Benton’s charge that he failed to protect his 
constituents against Spanish land claims in Missouri and Arkansas 
as a member of the U.S. Congress. Despite the topicality of this 
pamphlet and its political motivation, it makes a number of useful 
observations about the nature of land claims. Bates later served 
as the fi rst attorney general of Missouri after it was admitted as a 
state and the U.S. attorney general under President Lincoln. This 
pamphlet is also notable as an early Missouri imprint by Missouri’s 
fi rst printer, Joseph Charless, who introduced printing there in 
1808. He established his partnership with Paschall in 1828. Streeter 
1853. Cohen 7901.50. 

F I R S T  A M E R I C A N  E D I T I O N  O F  B E N T H A M ’ S 
C L A S S I C  E S S A Y  O N  U S U R Y

BENTHAM, JEREMY 
[1748-1832]. 

Defence of Usury; Shew-
ing the Impolicy of the 
Present Legal Restraints 
on the Terms of Pecuniary 
Bargains. 

Philadelphia: Printed for 
Matthew Carey, 1796. [iv], 
[5]-149, [3] pp. Includes 2 
pp. publisher advertisement. 
12mo. (5-3/4” x 3-1/2”). 

Contemporary tree sheep, 
lettering piece and gilt fi llets 
to spine. Moderate rubbing 
to extremities, front joint just 
starting at ends. Light toning 
to text, light foxing to a few 
leaves, early owner signature to head of title page and left-hand 
margin of p. 50. An attractive copy.                                       $2,500.

FIRST  AMERICAN EDITION.  Bentham’s celebrated essay 
on the usury laws as an attack on liberty. It began as a series of 
letters written between January and April 1787 during his long stay 
with his brother Samuel at his house at Zadobras, near Crichoff 
in Russia. The letters (13 in all) were written to his friend, George 
Wilson, in London, largely in response to reports (later to be 
unconfi rmed) that Pitt was then contemplating a reduction of the 
rate of interest from 5 to 4%. Bentham took the opportunity to write 
about the commercially thorny interest-rate question including, 
of course, what he regarded as the stupidity of the government 
controlled interest rates. He early on took issue with Adam Smith, 
who seemed, in the Wealth of Nations, to approve the 5% limitation. 
In May 1787, the manuscript was sent to Wilson. It was published in 
1788 through the agency of Jeremiah Bentham. Cohen 2641. 

4

5

A  D U R A B L E  S I X T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  T R E AT I S E  O N  C R I M I N A L  L A W

BIANCHI,  MARCANTONIO [1498-1548].
ZILETTI, GIOVANNI BATTISTA [16TH. C.]. 

Practica Criminalis. Aurea et Perutilis cum Singularibus 
Cautelis pro Reorum Defensionibus, Nunc Primùm in Lu-
cem Panditur. 

Venice: Apud Cominum de Tridino Montisferrati, 1567. [xxxii], 160 
ff. Octavo (6” x 4”).

Contemporary vellum, faint early calligraphic title to spine, 
endleaves added, some restoration to pastedowns. Light soiling 
and spotting, spine darkened. Light toning to text, somewhat 
heavier in places, occasional faint dampstaining to lower margins, 
later doodles to front pastedown, eighteenth-century signatures 
and annotations in tiny hand to title page. An attractive copy of a 
scarce title.                                                                                  $1,500.

LATER EDITION.  Bianchi was a professor of law at the 
University of Padua. First published in 1547, his durable treatise 
on criminal law according to the Ius Commune as practiced in 
Northern Italy went through nine editions, the last one in 1598. 
All editions are scarce. OCLC locates 1 copy of the 1567 edition in 
North America (Harvard Law School). EDIT16 CNCE5737.  

6
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No 5

No 6

E A R LY  D U O D E C I M O  E D I T I O N  O F  B L A C K S T O N E ’ S  C O M M E N TA R I E S

BLACKSTONE, SIR WILLIAM [1723-1780]. 

Commentaries on the Laws of England, In Four Books. 

Dublin: Printed for the Company of Booksellers, 1775. Four volumes. 
Copperplate frontispiece portrait, Table of Consanguinity, folding 
Table of Descents. 12mo. (6-1/2” x 3-3/4”). 

Contemporary mottled calf, rebacked in period style with raised 
bands and retained contemporary lettering pieces, hinges mended. 
Light rubbing and a few scratches and scuffs to boards, moderate 
rubbing to board edges, corners bumped and somewhat worn, 
faint early owner stamp to top-edges of text block. Moderate toning 
to text, somewhat heavier in places, faint dampstaining to margins 
of some leaves, early annotations and signatures to endleaves, light 
edgewear to Table of Descents, a few endleaves have moderate 
edgewear. An attractive set.                                                         $1,350.

“S IXTH EDITION.”  This pirated Dublin edition follows the text 
of the fourth Oxford edition, 1770. It is similar to another pirated 
Dublin edition published by John Colles, also in 1775. Not in Eller. 
Laeuchli 14.

No 7

7
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

T H E  G E N E S I S  O F  B L A C K S T O N E ’ S  C O M M E N TA R I E S

BLACKSTONE, SIR WILLIAM.

A Discourse on the Study of the Law; Being an Introductory 
Lecture, Read in the Public Schools, October XXV, M.DCC.
LVIII. 
Oxford: Printed at the Clarendon Press, 1758. 40 pp. Quarto (10” x 8”).
Later three-quarter calf over pebbled cloth, “Blackstone” gilt-
stamped to center of front board. Light rubbing to extremities with 
minor wear to spine ends and corners, small bookseller ticket to 
front pastedown, light toning to text, a bit of offsetting to corners of 
title page and verso of fi nal leaf.                                            $5,000.

FIRST  EDITION.  This is the published version of Blackstone’s 
inaugural lecture as Vinerian professor of English law. Presented to a 
large audience, it was “[h]astened into print less than a fortnight later 
as A Discourse on the Study of the Law, by late December a London 
correspondent claimed to hear Blackstone’s lecture ‘commended 
wherever I go.’ What one reviewer terms ‘this sensible, spirited, and 
manly exhortation to the study of the law’ was reprinted in a further 
thousand copies next year; it also prefaced subsequent editions 
of the Analysis of the Laws, and eventually the fi rst volume of the 
Commentaries”: Prest 151. Eller 233. Laeuchli 542.

No 8

8 9

T H E  L A W S ,  R I G H T S  A N D  L I B E R T I E S  O F  L O N D O N

BOHUN, WILLIAM. 

Privilegia Londini: Or, The Rights, Liberties, Privileges, 
Laws, And Custom of the City of London. (...) With Large 
Additions. 

London: Printed for D. John Walthoe Junr., 1723. xvi, 272, 273-296, 
273-498, [22] pp. Signatures *T-*U4 (pp.273-296) have been inserted; 
textis continuous (and complete). Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-3/4”).

Contemporary calf, blind frames to boards, later calf rebacking 
with blind fi llets and red and black lettering pieces, endpapers 
renewed. Rubbing to extremities with light wear, a few minor 
scuffs to boards. Woodcut head-pieces, tail-pieces and decorated 
initials. Moderate toning to text, occasional light dampspotting. 
Early owner name to head of title page, annotations to margins of 
a few leaves. Ex-library. Inkstamps to boards, bookplate to front 
pastedown, perforated stamps to title page and a few other leaves. 
A solid copy.                                                                                  $500.

THIRD AND FINAL  EDITION.  “Having observed in 
the Course of our English History many Attempts made (by the 
Ministers of some artful and designing Princes) to weaken and 
undermine the ancient, legal, and fundamental Rights, Liberties, 
and Privileges of the City and Citizens of London: I thought myself 
obliged to Endeavor to collect and ascertain such Laws, Customs, 
and Usages of the said City, Wherein the Original Constitution 
and Foundation of its Government seem to have been laid; and 
whereby its Happiness, Opulency, and Glory do (under God and 
his present Majesty) evidently subsist” (Preface). Though little is 
known about him personally, Bohun was an attorney and prolifi c 
author who published well-received treatises on legal education, 
pleading, ecclesiastical law and other subjects. The fi rst and 
second editions of Privilegia Londini were published in 1702 and 
1716. ESTC T130094. 
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No 10

10

A  S C A R C E  T R E AT I S E  O N  T H E F T

BONIFACIO, GIOVANNI [1547-1635]. 

De Furtis Tractatus, Novus et Singularis, In Quo 
Contractationum, Alienarumque Rerum Occupationum 
Materia Universa Diligenter Examinatur. 

Frankfurt: Typis Apud Ioannem Saurium, Impensis Nicolai Bassaei, 
1600. [viii], 550, [48] pp. Octavo (6-1/4” x 3-3/4”).

Contemporary vellum with lapped edges, edges of text block 
colored green, early hand-lettered title to spine. Light soiling and 
a few minor stains, later armorial bookplate (of Alexander Grant) 
to verso of title page. Woodcut title-page device, head-piece and 
tail-piece. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, small 
contemporary owner signature to front free paper. A handsome copy 
of a scarce title.                                                                           $1,250.

SECOND EDITION.  This treatise on theft in Roman and civil 
law, a topic that includes rape, adultery, fraud and piracy, was 
fi rst published in 1599. Its third and fi nal edition was published 
in 1646. The author was a Venetian, but his text was aimed at a 
pan-European audience. All editions of this work are scarce. 
OCLC locates 1 copy of this title in North America at the Library of 
Congress, which has a copy of the third edition. Our copy belonged 
to Alexander Grant, a military offi cer from the distinguished 
Scottish family who served in the Scots Parliament and the fi rst 
fi ve Parliaments of Great Britain. VD16 B6613. See page 6.

F I N A L  E D I T I O N  O F  B O N I F A C I O ’ S  T R E AT I S E  O N  T H E F T

BONIFACIO, GIOVANNI.

Tractatus de Furtis.... 

Frankfurt: Typis Iohannis Friderici Weissii Apud Petrum Hauboldum, 
1646. [viii], 550. [48] pp. Octavo (6” x 4”).

Later speckled vellum, raised bands and lettering piece to spine. 
Light rubbing to extremities, corner slightly bumped, owner 
bookplate to front pastedown. Woodcut title-page device, head-
piece and tail-piece. Moderate toning to text, somewhat heavier 
in places, some leaves have dampstining and light foxing, owner 
signature dated 1718 in tiny hand to foot of title page. A nice copy of 
a scarce title.                                                                               $1,250.

THIRD AND FINAL  EDITION.  OCLC locates 1 copy of this 
title in North America at the Library of Congress, which has a copy 
of the third edition. VD17 3:621453H. 

No 11

11
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T H E  L A W B O O K  E X C H A N G E ,  L T D .

A  M E A S U R E  T O  R E D U C E  I N C I D E N T S  O F  A R S O N 
I N  LY N N ,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

[BROADSIDE] .
[MASSACHUSETTS].
DAVIS, EDWARD S., MAYOR.

City of Lynn! Mayor’s Offi ce, Oct. 4, 1859. By an Order of 
the City Council I Am Authorized and Instructed to Offer 
an Award of Five Hundred Dollars!.... 

Lynn, MA: Bay State Press, Central Square, October 4, 1859.

19” x 13” broadside, text below headline. Light toning, some minor 
chips and tear, faint show-through from early annotations in ink to 
verso. Item attractively glazed and framed.                              $650.

THIS  NOTICE  OFFERS  A  SUBSTANTIAL  REWARD 
“for the detection and conviction” of people guilty of burning or 
otherwise harming “any pile or parcel of wood, boards, timber or 
other lumber, or any fence, bars or gate, or any stack of grain, hay 
or other vegetable product, or any standing trees, grain, grass, or 
other standing product of the soil, or the soil itself.” This appears to 
be an unrecorded imprint. No copies located on OCLC.

12

No 12

R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  B Y  T H E  C R O W N : 
J E F F E R S O N  O W N E D  A  C O P Y  O F  T H I S  B O O K

[BRYDALL,  JOHN (B.1635?)] . 

Jura Coronae. His Majesties Royal Rights and Prerogatives 
Asserted, Against Papal Usurpa-
tions, And All Other Anti-Monarchi-
cal Attempts and Practices. Collect-
ed Out of the Body of the Municipal 
Laws of England. 

London: Printed for George Dawes, 1680. 
[xvi], 147, [5] pp. Copperplate frontispiece 
(of the royal arms of Great Britain). In-
cludes fi ve-page publisher catalogue. 
Octavo (6-1/2” x 4-1/2”).

Recent period-style calf, gilt frames to 
boards, lettering piece and gilt-edged 
raised bands to spine. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in 
places, light foxing to a few leaves, internally clean. Ex-library. 
Very faint inkstamp to top-edge of text block. A handsome 
copy.                      $950.

ONLY EDITION.  Brydall was a fellow of Queen’s College, 
Oxford, and a bencher of Lincoln’s Inn. A remarkably prolifi c 
writer, he published 36 legal treatises, and left 30 others in 
manuscript at the time of his death. All of these are brief, synthetic 
works. Holdsworth says they are good summaries that are “clearly 
arranged and based on the leading authorities.” Written near the 
end of the Stuart Monarchy, Jura Coronae is a strongly monarchist 
overview of the laws and legal rights reserved by the Crown. 
Thomas Jefferson owned a copy of this work. OCLC locates 
10 copies in North American law libraries. Holdsworth VI:605. 
Sowerby 2706. ESTC R36323. 

13

No 13
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L A W S  R E L AT I N G  T O  T H E  S T U A R T- E R A  N O B I L I T Y

BRYDALL, JOHN.

Jus Imaginis Apud Anglos; Or the Law of England 
Relating to the Nobility & Gentry. Faithfully Collected and 
Methodically Digested for Common Benefi t. 

London: Printed for John Billinger, 1675. [xvi], 76, [1] pp. Blank inter-
leaves throughout without annotations. Copperplate frontispiece 
(Arms of Great Britain). Folding table. Collates complete. Octavo 
(6-1/2” x 4-1/4”). 

Nineteenth-century three-quarter calf over marbled boards, 
raised bands and gilt title to spine. Moderate rubbing to 
extremities, corners bumped, hinges cracked, armorial bookplate 
to front pastedown, small early owner (or bookseller) stamp to 
verso of frontispiece. Moderate toning to text, occasional faint 
dampspotting, internally clean. Ex-library. Faint inkstamps to 
boards, another stamp to rear free endpaper, bookplate to front 
free endpaper, perforated stamp to head of title page. A solid copy 
of a scarce title.                                                                               $500.
                                                              
ONLY EDITION.  OCLC locates 12 copies in North American 
law libraries. Holdsworth VI:605. Sweet & Maxwell 1:203 (9).  

1 7 0 3  T R E AT I S E  O N  T H E  L A W  R E L AT I N G  T O  B A S TA R D Y

BRYDALL,  JOHN.
 
Lex Spuriorum: Or, The Law Relating to Bastardy. Collected 
from the Common, Civil and Ecclesiastical Laws. 

London: Printed by the assigns of Richard and Edward Atkins, 
Esquires; For Thomas Osborne, 1703. [viii], 127, [9] pp. Octavo (6-
3/4” x 4-1/2”). 

Contemporary calf, blind rules to boards, blind fi llets along joints, 
rebacked, raised bands and lettering piece to spine, endpapers 
renewed. Some rubbing to extremities, corners worn, a few 
minor scuffs to boards, crack in text block between title page and 
following leaf. Light browning and foxing to text. Small early owner 
signature to head of title page, interior otherwise clean. Ex-library. 
Bookplate to front pastedown.                                                   $850.

ONLY EDITION.  Lex Spuriorum, a handbook of English laws 
concerning illegitimacy, is cited in Holdsworth’s review of legal 
writings of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. OCLC 
locates 6 copies in North American law libraries (Harvard, NY State 
Appellate Division, Ohio State, Southern Methodist University, 
University of Michigan, US Supreme Court). Holdsworth VI:605, 
607. ESTC T116601.
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A  R A R E  1 5 0 7  C O M M E N TA R Y  O N  W O R D S ,  M A X I M S  A N D  P H R A S E S 
I N  C A N O N  L A W

[CANON LAW]. 

Lectura Super Titulo de Regulis Juris: Libro VI. 

[Leipzig: Vuolfgangus Monacensis, 1507]. 140, [12] ff. Quarto (7-
3/4” x 6”).

Recent paper-covered boards. Title page printed in red and black, 
guide spaces not illuminated. Moderate toning to text, occasional 
faint dampstaining to head of text block, minor worming to margins 
in a few places with minor loss to text, light soiling and early owner 
inscription to title page.                                                            $2,500. 

ONLY EDITION LOCATED.  An anonymous commentary on 
De Regulis Juris, a collection of 88 words, maxims and phrases in 
Book 5, Title 12 of the Liber Sextus Decretalium, one of the four 
components of the Corpus Juris Canonici. Complete in itself and 
bibliographically distinct, this book has a companion volume with 
additional commentary that was published in 1508. Both are rare. 
OCLC locates 6 copies of the 1507 Lectura, 1 in North America 
(UC-Berkeley Law School). VD16 L902. 

No 16

16 17

No 17

A N  I R I S H  H I G H W A Y M A N  D I S C U S S E S  H I S  C R I M I N A L  L I F E

CARRICK,  JAMES. 

A Compleat and True Account of All the Robberies Com-
mitted by James Carrick, John Malhoni, And Their Accom-
plices, In Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, And Other 
Places in Ireland. As Also on the High Way in England, 
And in the Streets of London and Westminster, And Places 
Adjacent. To Which is Added, A True Copy of His Dying 
Words, Which he Gave to a Friend the Day Before his Ex-
ecution. Together with the Particulars of Their Unhappy 
Birth and Education. With Several Original Letters. 

London: Printed for J. Peele, At Locke’s Head in Pater-Noster-Row, 
1722. [ii], 30 pp. Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into recent buckram, gilt title to 
spine. Light browning to text, light foxing to a few leaves, brief 
early owner annotation to front endleaf, small owner bookplate to 
rear pastedown.                                                                            $850.

ONLY EDITION.   This account of the famed Irish highwaymen 
James Carrick an John Malhoni is an early example of English true 
crime literature, a popular genre that refl ected the public’s intense 
fascination in the psychological and sociological facets of criminal 
life. ESTC T9735.
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CIPOLLA,  BARTOLOMEO [1420-1475]. 

Cautelae Iuris. 

[Strasbourg: Johann Prüss, 25 February 1490]. [i], 85 ff. Collation: 
[a8, b-c6,d8], e-f6, g8, h-m6, n8. Complete. Quarto (9-1/4” x 
6-1/2”). 

Contemporary quarter pigskin with elaborate blind tooling over 
wooden boards, clasp (at center of boards) lacking, buckle present, 
early hand-lettered author name and “X” to spine. Binding slightly 
cocked, soiling to spine, some wear to corners, second work 
removed from rear of text block, early owner signature of Philipp 
von Flersheim to front pastedown, later library stamp of Heidelberg 
Capuchin Library to front free endpaper, early manuscript index 
and a few other annotations to rear pastedown. 44-line text in 
single column, comprising 325 numbered sections, text begins with 
12-line multi-color illuminated initial depicting a scribe. Moderate 
toning, slightly heavier in places, brief early annotations in a few 
places, faint dampstaining to margins of a few leaves, light soiling 
to title page.                                                                             $15,000. 

THIRD EDITION,  AND THE LAST  INCUNABLE  edition. 
Cipolla was a professor of law at the University of Padua, Venetian 
diplomat and one of the greatest Italian Jurists of the fi fteenth 
century. His works are notable for their humanistic scholarship and 
coordination of theoretical and practical concerns. Cautelae Iuris 
is a set of 325 knotty legal points, i.e. “legal cautions,” concerning 
servitudes and real property under Roman and canon law. It was 
fi rst printed in Perugia by Petrus Petri de Colonia and Johannes 
Nicolai de Bamberga around 1474 and reached its tenth edition in 
1577. Philipp von Flersheim [1481-1522] was the bishop of Speyer. 
OCLC locates 5 copies of this imprint in North America, 1 in a law 
library (Library of Congress). Goff V381. GW M6484. (See page 2 
for an additional image.)
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I L L U S T R AT E D  A N T I - S U F F R A G E  TA L E  O F  A  W O M A N  I N  “ S E A R C H  O F  H E R  R I G H T S ”

CLAXTON, FLORENCE [1839-1879]. 

The Adventures of a Woman in Search of Her Rights: 
Containing Nearly One Hundred Original Drawings by 
the Author, Which Have Been Reproduced in Fac-Simile 
by the Graphotype Process of Engraving. 

Boston and New York: Lee & Shepard, [1871]. [1], [16] ff. Content 
is a series of illustrations with caption texts. Oblong octavo (8” x 
13-1/4”).

Stiff full-color pictorial boards, recent pebbled-cloth spine, 
advertisements (for household products) to verso of rear board, 
text re-cased, upper corner of rear board mended. Light soiling, 
moderate rubbing to extremities with some wear and chipping to 
corners, light toning to margins of interior. An attractive copy of a 
scarce title.                                                                                  $1,850.

LATER EDITION.  Trained by her father, the painter Marshall 
Claxton, Florence Claxton enjoyed a successful career as a book 
and magazine illustrator. She was the fi rst woman to produce a 
woodblock cut for publication. She often worked alongside with 
her sister, Adelaide, who was also trained by her father. Both 
sisters had similar styles, and sometimes worked together, often 
caricaturing British society. First published in London the 1860s 
(in an undated edition), The Adventures of a Woman in Search of 
Her Rights, a satirical view of the role of women, was Florence’s 
last book. The protagonist pursues a traditional male education 
centered on the writings of John Stuart Mill, which destroys her 
looks. Since she is now ugly, she must make her way as fi rst a 
lawyer, then a politician and fi nally a doctor. Failing at all three 
professions, she moves to the United States and marries the 
polygamous leader of the Latter Day Saints, Brigham Young. The 
last two illustrations are of a letter to “Mrs. Brigham Young,” and 
an attractive young woman rising from her slumber, who says: 
“Thank goodness it’s only a midsummer night’s dream and I’m not 
emancipated.”

19
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F R E E D O M  O F  T H E  P R E S S  D U R I N G  T H E  F E D E R A L I S T  P E R I O D

[COBBETT,  WILLIAM (1763-1835)] . 

The Republican Judge: Or the American Liberty of the Press, 
As Exhibited, Explained, And Exposed, In the Base and 
Partial Prosecution of William Cobbett, For a Pretended 
Libel Against The King of Spain and His Embassador, 
Before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. With an 
Address to the People of England By Peter Porcupine. 

London: Printed for J. Wright, opposite Old Bond Street, Piccadilly, 
1798. [11], 96, [2] pp. With a half-title, advertisement leaves on 
recto and verso of rear wrapper. Octavo (8” x 5”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in original printed wrappers bound into 
recent period-style quarter calf over marbled boards. Some 
soiling and edgewear to wrappers, “William Cobbett” and struck-
through “Cobdett” in large early hand to front wrapper, moderate 
toning and light foxing to text.                                                  $1,250. 

ONLY ENGLISH EDITION,  one of four issues from 1798. 
Cobbett was an important liberal English pamphleteer and 
journalist, later a Member of Parliament. A former soldier, he wrote 
The Soldier’s Friend (1792), a protest against the poor treatment 
of enlisted men. Fearing reprisal from a group of offi cers, he 
moved to the United States, where he lived from 1792 to 1800. 
He established a career in Philadelphia as a pro-British journalist 
and pamphleteer under the pseudonym “Peter Porcupine.” Also 
printed in 1798, The Republican Judge was originally published in 
Philadelphia as The Democratic Judge. As indicated by its subtitle, 
it is an account of a unsuccessful libel case against Cobbett and 
an essay on freedom of the press. A notable historical document 
about the role of a partisan journalist in the early days of the 
Republic, it also provides insights into the kind and degree of 
newspaper censorship exerted by the federal government during 
the Federalist period. ESTC T13713. 

R A R E  S I X T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  S AT I R I C A L  T R A C T  A B O U T  T H E 
C O U R T  O F F I C E R S  O F  D O C T O R S ’  C O M M O N S

[COURTS] .
[GREAT BRITAIN]. 

The Proctor and Parator Their Mourning: Or, The 
Lamentation of the Doctors Commons for their Downfall. 
Being a True Dialogue, Relating the Fearfull Abuses and 
Exorbitancies of Those Spirituall Courts, under the Names 
of Sponge the Proctor, And Hunter the Parator. 

[London]: S.n., 1641. [16] pp. Large woodcut vignette to title page. 
Quarto (7” x 5-1/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into recent cloth, gilt title to spine. 
Binding slightly cocked, a bit of fading to spine, small owner 
bookplate to foot of rear pastedown. Moderate toning, recent 
paper repair to Leaf B1, with negligible loss to a few letters, a few 
tiny markings to title page, which is lightly soiled. A nice copy of a 
rare title.                                                                                       $1,750. 

FIRST  EDITION.  A satirical tract about the lawyer and court 
offi cers of Doctor’s Commons, who had the excusive right to try 
matrimonial, testamentary and probate cases, which were heard 
in the civil-law based ecclesiastical courts. It takes issue with 
the high fees and protracted legal proceedings endemic in those 
courts, especially with cases involving probate. In this anonymous 
work, “Sponge, the Proctor,” a lawyer, and ‘Hunter, the Parator,” a 
combination of bailiff and sheriff, discuss the best ways to profi t 
from the abuses of the Ecclesiastical Courts and celebrate the 
exclusive power of the Doctors’ Commons. To quote Sponge, it 
is “like a wildernesse for wilde beasts, then men.” This work had a 
second edition in 1642. The fi rst edition was reprinted in 1820. Both 
editions and the reprint are scarce. OCLC locates 7 copies of the 
fi rst edition in North America, 3 in law libraries (Boston College, 
Harvard, Yale). ESTC R19853. 
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T H E  A D V E N T U R E S  O F  A  N E W  E N G L A N D  H I G H W A Y M A N

[CRIMINALS] .
[MASSACHUSETTS].
[ALLAN, JAMES (1809-1837)]. 

Narrative of the Life of James Allen, Alias George Walton, 
Alias James H. York, Alias Burley Grove, The Highwayman. 
Being his Death-Bed Confession, To the Warden of the 
Massachusetts State Prison. 

Boston: Harrington & Co., Publishers, 1837. 32 pp. Octavo (9-1/4” 
x 5-3/4”).

Disbound stab-stitched pamphlet. Light soiling, a few tiny stains 
and edgewear to exterior, “23” in small early hand to head of title 
page, a few signatures starting to detach, moderate toning to text, 
light foxing to a few leaves. Ex-library. Small bookplate to verso of 
title page.                                                                                       $500.

ONLY EDITION.   This pamphlet details the colorful criminal 
adventures of a highwayman in Massachusetts and other New 
England States. It is apparently based on a deathbed confession 
to the warden of the Massachusetts State Prison, where he spent 
the last two years of his life. OCLC locates 18 copies, 3 in law 
libraries (Harvard, Library of Congress, Northeastern, University 
of Missouri).

W I T H  I N T E R E S T I N G  N O T E S  O N  E N G L A N D ’ S  C O L O N I E S

[CURSON, HENRY]. 

A Compendium of the Laws and Government 
Ecclesiastical, Civil and Military, of England, Scotland 
& Ireland, And Dominions, Plantations and Territories 
Thereunto Belonging, With the Maritime Power Thereof, 
and Jurisdiction of Courts Therein: Methodically Digested 
Under Their Proper Heads.. 

London: Printed by the Assigns of Rich. And Edw. Atkins, Esquires, 
for J. Walthoe, 1699. [xvi], 642, [14] pp. Four parts, each with title 
page. Variant cancel title page with horizontal chain lines. Title 
preceded by publisher advertisement. Final leaf is a blank. 12mo. 
(6-1/2” x 4-3/4”). 

Contemporary calf, blind rules to boards, blind fi llets along spine, 
raised bands and recent lettering piece to spine, gilt fi llets along 
board edges. A few minor scratches and a few inkspots to boards, 
moderate rubbing to extremities, small chip to head of spine, 
front hinge cracked. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in 
places. An attractive copy.                                                    $1,500.                                                                                  
      
FIRST  EDITION,  ONE OF  TWO ISSUES  FROM 1699 . 
This compendium of English law during the early years of the 
Restoration iis perhaps most notable for its three appendices: “A 
Compendium of the Laws and Government of Scotland, With the 
Islands Thereunto Belonging”, “A Compendium of the Laws and 
Government of Ireland, With the Islands Thereunto Belonging,” 
“A Compendious Description of the English Plantations in Asia, 
Africa and America” and “Addenda, Or, A Supplement of Things 
Omitted in the Impression of the Book.” A second edition was 
published in 1732. This is a scarce title. OCLC locates 7 copies of 
the fi rst edition in North American law libraries (Columbia, Furman, 
Harvard, Library of Congress, University of Cincinnati, University of 
Michigan, University of Pennsylvania). Sabin15046. ESTC R9670. 
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D A R R O W  D I S C U S S E S  A N  I S S U E  C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  P U B L I C AT I O N 
O F  H I S  A U T O B I O G R A P H Y

DARROW, CLARENCE [1857-1938].
[SPINGARN, ARTHUR (1878-1971)]. 

[Typed Letter, Signed, To Spingarn, On His Personal 
Letterhead, October 24, 1931, With Five-Line Holograph 
Postscript, Signed “D”]. 

Single 10-1/2” x 7-1/4” sheet. Some toning, two horizontal fold 
lines, otherwise fi ne.                                                                 $2,500.

DARROW DISCUSSES  A  SENSITIVE  ISSUE  concerning 
the placement of The Story of My Life, then in manuscript. He is 
looking for a publisher and is troubled by the interest shown by 
his former publisher, Horace Liveright. Darrow wants advice on 
the best way to push him away. Spingarn was contacted because 
he assisted Darrow with a related issue. In the previous month he 
negotiated Darrow’s release from a contract with Liveright. (Darrow 
sought this release because he wasn’t happy with the promotional 
efforts for, or sales of, its edition of Farmington.) The holograph 
postscript refers to the article “Why the 18th Amendment Cannot 
Be Repealed,” which appeared in the November 1931 issue of 
Vanity Fair: “I have a story...on what one can and can not do to 
get rid of prohibition. We can not repeal the 18th Amendment.” 
Spingarn, an attorney, was a civil rights pioneer and president of 
the NAACP from 1940 to 1965. He helped coordinate the defense 
team for Dr. Ossian Sweet, which was led by Darrow. See the 
letter of September 25, 1931 to Spingarn in Darrow, In the Clutches 
of the Law 425. 
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DARROW, CLARENCE.
[STEFFENS, LINCOLN (1866-1936)]. 

[12” x 20” Photograph of a Banquet Honoring Steffens, 
Party Includes Clarence and Ruby Darrow] New York: 
Standard Flashlight Company, 27 April 1931. 

[WITH]
[11” x 6” Printed List of People Who Attended the 
Banquet]. 

[AND]

DARROW, CLARENCE. 
[FILENE, EDWARD A. (1860-1937)]. 

[Autograph Letter, Signed, To Filene, On the Letterhead of 
the Murray Hill Hotel, New York, New York, April 17, 1931]. 

Single 9-1/2” x 6” sheet. 

Some edgewear to photo, upper left corner of image repaired, 
light toning and fold lines to list, early annotations to photograph, 

a few chips and nicks to edges of both. Items mounted on 16” x 
32” foam-core board. Letter, which is not mounted, has some 
toning, two horizontal fold lines, a few light pencil lines (offsetting 
from another document) and glue residue to verso, probably from 
mounting in an album, otherwise fi ne. Three items in all.     $1,750.

THERE ARE  TWO CAPTIONS  at the foot of the image. One 
identifi es the photography company, the other reads “Dinner to 
Lincoln Steffens and Characters in His Book Given by Edward A. 
Filene. Ritz Carlton Hotel April 27, 1931.” The list, which includes 
several media people, social reformers and reform-minded 
politicians, such as Ida Tarbell and Bernard Baruch, is captioned: 
“Cast of Characters from “The Autobiography of Lincoln Steffens” 
and from his next book, present at the dinner given to the author 
and his characters by Edward A. Filene, Ritz-Carlton Hotel, April 
27, 1931.” Some of the attendees are identifi ed in a contemporary 
hand. Darrow is seated at the center of the main table next to 
Steffens; Ruby Darrow is sitting at the right end. Darrow, in his 
letter, thanks Filene for the invitation to the event, “which I am very 
glad to accept” and adds: “Mrs. Darrow is here with me. May I 
bring her along?” This late request may be the reason why Ruby 
Darrow is seated several places away from Clarence.

D A R R O W  AT T E N D S  A  B A N Q U E T  I N  H O N O R  O F  L I N C O L N  S T E F F E N S

25

Detail from No 25Darrow is seated at the center of the main table next to Steffens; Ruby Darrow is sitting at the right end.
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A  D I C T I O N A R Y  A N D  D I G E S T  O F  T H E  C O D E  N A P O L E O N

DAUBANTON, A[NTOINE]-G[REGOIRE] 
[1752-1813]. 

Dictionnaire du Code Civil, Ou, Le Texte du Code Civil 
Rangé par Ordre Alphabétique, Et son Usage Rendu 
Beaucoup plus Facile, Par une Concordance de Tous les 
Mots sur Lesquels Chacun peut Avoir Besoin de Consulter 
le Code; Avec une Table des Dates des Sanctions et 
Promulgations de Chacun des Titres Dudit Code: Ouvrage 
Utile aux Offi ciers Publics, Et Indispensable à tout Père de 
Famille. 

Paris: Chez Crapart, Caille et Ravier, 1806. vi, 479 pp. Main text in 
parallel columns. Octavo (7-1/2” x 5-1/4”).

Contemporary speckled calf, gilt fi llets to boards, rebacked 
retaining existing spine with lettering piece and gilt ornaments, 
hinges mended. Moderate toning to text, some leaves have light 
foxing, light soiling to title page. A handsome copy of a rare title.
                                                                                                        $950.

ONLY EDITION.   This book was published two years after the 
enactment of the Code Napoleon. Intended to familiarize readers 
with the new code of laws, the book contains a comprehensive 
dictionary of its terms, each citing the appropriate paragraph. 
This is followed by a tabular outline summary of the code. This 
is a scarce title. OCLC locates 8 copies, 1 in North America, at the 
Library of Congress. Another copy located at George Washington 
University Law School.

No 26

No 27

R O M A N  L A W S  C O N C E R N I N G  D O W R Y

DELLA VALLE,  ROLANDO.

Quaestiones CXI Perutiles, Quotidianaeque, Super Statuto 
de Lucro Dotis, Ad Communem Omnium Utilitatem Editae, 
Et Copiosissimo Indice Instructae. 

Venice: Apud Franciscum Bindonum, 1562. [lxiv], 349, [3] pp. 
Octavo (5-3/4” x 4”).

Recent paper-covered boards, gilt-stamped calf lettering piece to 
spine. Light soiling, some rubbing to extremities, corners bumped. 
Moderate toning to text, light foxing in a few places, small faint stains 
to a few leaves, light soiling to title page.                                $1,250.

THIRD EDITION.  This humanistic treatise on the Roman 
marriage law concerning dowry by a noble and state offi cial from 
Montferrat appears to have been a well-received book. First 
published in 1559, it went through four more editions, the last 
in 1567. All editions are scarce. OCLC locates 5 copies in North 
America, 2 in law libraries (Harvard, University of Minnesota), 
none of the third edition. EDIT16 CNCE16597.
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DONEAU, HUGUES [1527-1591].

Commentarii ad Titulum Digestorum de Verborum 
Obligationibus:Praepositae Sunt Singulis Legibus et 
Paragraphis Summae, Capita Rerum Unoquoque Loco 
Tractatarum Commode et Fideliter Indicantes: Adjecto 
Omnium in hoc Opere Contentorum Indice Triplici, Eoque 
Accuratissime Confecto. 

Frankfurt: [Apud Joannem Feyerabendt, Impensis Sigismundi 
Feyerabendts], 1577. [vi], 266, [13] ff. Lacking ff. 198-199. Main text 
in Parallel columns. Copperplate pictorial title page.

[BOUND WITH]

PINHEL,  AIRES [16TH C.].
SOAREZ DE RIBEIRA, MANUEL [16TH C.], EDITOR. 

In Constitutiones Cod. de Bon. Maternis: Itémque ad Rubric. 
& Leg. Secundam Cod. De Rescind. Vendit. Commentarii 
Amplissimi, & Doctissimi: In Quibus Omnia, Quae Quidem 
ad Maternae Successionnis Iura Pertinent: Quaeque 
Etiam in Rescindendis Venditionibus a Doctoribus Tradita 
& Servari Debent, Accuratè Felicitérque Explicantur. 
Hac Postreme Editione Summa Diligentia Castigata, & 
Annotationibus Emanuelis Soarez a Ribeira Illustrata, 
Quibusdam Etiam Adiunctis Locupletata, Quae his Notis [] 
Inclusimus. Cum Indice Rerum & Verborum Copiosissimo. 

Lyons: Sumptibus Philippi Tinghi Florentini, 1576. [xii], 428, [12] pp. 
Main text in parallel columns.

Details from No 28

Folio (13-3/4” x 8-3/4”). Contemporary paneled pigskin, raised 
bands and early hand-lettered title to spine. Moderate soiling, some 
rubbing to extremities, spine ends bumped with minor chipping, 
some chipping to board edges, corners bumped and somewhat 
worn, front free endpaper edgeworn and partially detached, 
bottom edge removed below image. Moderate toning to text, 
somewhat heavier in places, occasional faint dampstaining, minor 
worming in a few places (with no loss to text). Early signatures and 
annotations to front free endpaper and title page of Commentarii 
ad Titulum Digestorum, interior otherwise clean.                 $1,500.

DONEAU:  F IRST  EDITION;  Pinhel: later edition. Doneau 
was a French humanist jurist and scholar. A worthy antagonist of 
Cujas, he applied the latest philological methods to Roman law 
and attempted to organize its texts in a systematic fashion. A 
staunch Calvinist, he fl ed France after the St. Bartholomew’s Night 
Massacre. He went on to become a professor at the Universities of 
Heidelberg and Leiden, where his teaching and numerous studies 
made a tremendous contribution to the promotion of Roman 
Law in the Netherlands. Commentarii ad Titulum Digestorum de 
Verborum Obligationibus is one of his principal works. It is a treatise 
on Book 45 of Justinian’s Digest, which deals with contracts and 
other obligations. Later editions were published in 1599 and 1622. 
Our copy is bound to Pinhel’s distinguished commentary on Book 
VI, Title 60 of Justinian’s Code, which addresses the inheritance and 
succession of maternal property (or property through a family’s 
maternal side). It also considers this topic according to Spanish 
and Portuguese civil law. Originally published in 1557, it went 
through several issues and editions throughout Europe, the fi nal 
published in Frankfurt in 1614. Neither imprint listed in Adams. 

T W O  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  C O M M E N TA R I E S  O N  R O M A N  L A W
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EDGAR, WILLIAM. 

Vectigalium Systema: Or, A Complete View of That Part of 
the Revenue of Great Britain, Commonly Called Customs. 
Wherein I. The Several Branches of that Revenue are 
Distinctly Treated of, And Explain’d by Examples. II. 
The Manner and Method of Computing Both in the 
Customhouses, And at the Waterside, Are Demonstrated; 
With Rules, Directions, And Variety of Tables, For the More 
Certain and Expeditious Operations. III. The Rates of all 
Merchandizes Inwards, and the Net Duties to be Paid or 
Secured at Importation, Or Drawnback on Exportation in 
Time, On all Goods Whatsoever, Both Rated and Unrated, 
Are Exactly and Carefully Calculated, With References 
Respectively for Working and Proving Them; And Likewise 
the Rates and Duties Payable Outwards and Coastwise. 
IV. The Laws Relative to the Customs, Navigation, And 
Trade, Are Abstracted Under Proper Heads in Alphabetical 
Order; With Lists of Goods Prohibited to be Imported or 
Exported, And of the Legal Ports, Members, And Creeks 
in Great Britain, A Table of Fees, And Several Other Useful 
Tables. The Whole Digested in a Plain and Easie Method 
for the Benefi t of the Offi cers of the Customs, And of All 
Concern’d in Trade. 

London: Printed, For the author, by John Baskett, 1714. [vi], 330 pp. 
Folding table. Dedication leaf lacking. Octavo (7-3/4” x 4-3/4”).

Contemporary paneled calf, rebacked in period style with raised 
bands and lettering piece, blind tooling to board edges, hinges 
mended. Light rubbing and a few minor nicks and scuffs to 
boards, corners bumped and somewhat worn. Moderate toning, 
somewhat heavier in places, occasional faint dampstaing, light 
foxing to a few leaves, minor edgewear to folding table, later 
annotation to rear endleaf.                                                    $1,000.

REISSUE OF  THE F IRST  EDITION,  one of two reissues, 
published the same year as the fi rst edition. Edgar was inspector 
general of the ports in North-Britain. Enriched with numerous 
with rates and tables, this handbook offers excellent insights into 
English trade in the early eighteenth century. It includes a good 
deal of information about products from colonies of West Indies 
and North America, such as sugar, tobacco and animal hides. A 
second edition was published in 1718. OCLC locates 2 copies in 
North American law libraries (Library of Congress, Yale, Which has 
a second edition). ESTC T136751. 

No 29
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Details from No 30

[FIELD,  STEPHEN J.  (1816-1899)] .
MONTESQUIEU, CHARLES-LOUIS DE SECONDAT [1689-
1755].
 
De L’Esprit des Lois par Montesquieu. 

Paris: Daguin Frères, Libraires, 1842. Three volumes. [iv], vi, 508; 
[iv], 559; [iv], 476 pp. Volume I has portrait frontispiece with tissue 
overlay. Quarter calf over marbled boards, gilt titles, gilt-edged 
blind fi llets and gilt ornaments to spine, marbled endpapers. 

[AND]
[DESTUTT DE TRACY, ANTOINE LOUIS CLAUDE 
(1754-1836)].

Commentaire sur L’Esprit des Lois de Montesquieu; Suivi 
d’Observations Inédites de Condorcet, Sur le Vingt-
Neuvième Livre du Même Ouvrage. Édition Entièrement 
Conforme à celle Publieé à Liege en 1817. 

Paris: Delaunay, Libraire, Palais-Royal, 1819. xvi, 476 pp. Quarter 
morocco over textured cloth, raised bands, gilt title and gilt 
ornament to spine, marbled endpapers. 

Octavo (8” x 5”). Light rubbing to boards, moderate rubbing 
to extremities, some wear to spine ends and corners, a few 

hinges starting. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, 
occasional light foxing, faint dampstaining to a few leaves, lower 
corners of rear free endpaper of each book removed, fragments of 
later owner label to foot of spines, fragments of later bookplates 
to front pastedowns, another later bookplate to each front free 
endpaper. Book ticket of Stephen J. Field to front pastedowns 
of Volume I and II of De L’Esprit des Lois and Commentaire, his 
signature and “Paris/ Nov 1848” to front endleaf of each volume of 
De L’Esprit des Lois.                                                                   $1,500. 

L’ESPRIT:  LATER EDITION ; Commentaire: third edition. 
Montesquieu’s classic study of the English Constitution and the 
most important commentary on that work were acquired during a 
trip to Paris by Stephen Johnson Field, then a lawyer about to move 
to California. Following the Gold Rush to California in 1848, Field 
served in local government, the California’s state legislature and 
the Supreme Court of California, He was the principal draftsman 
of the 1851 California Practice Act. Appointed to the United States 
Supreme Court in 1863, he remained on the bench until 1897. 
One of the great justices of the nineteenth century, he had a 
lasting infl uence on Constitutional law through his contributions 
to Fourteenth Amendment jurisprudence and its Due Process 
Clause. Someone tried to remove Field’s book tickets and erase 
his signatures, but almost all of the tickets and signatures remain. A 
letter offering these books to a client from San Francisco bookseller 
Warren R. Howell laid in to Volume I of De L’Esprit des Lois.

30
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FITZHERBERT,  ANTHONY [1470-1538].
RASTELL, WILLIAM [1508?-1565]. 

La Novel Natura Brevium du Iudge Tresreverend Monsieur 
Anthony Fitzherbert Dernierement Revieu & Corrigee per 
Laucteur, Avecques un Table Perfect, Des Choses Notables 
Contenus en Ycel, Novelment Compose per Guilliaulme 
Rastall. 

London: In Edibus Thomae Wight, & Bonhami Norton, 1598. [xxxii], 
271, [1] ff. Final leaf, a blank, lacking. Octavo (6-1/2” x 4”).

Recent period-style paneled calf, raised bands and blind 
ornaments to spine, endpapers renewed. Negligible light fading to 
spine. Title printed within woodcut architectural border. Moderate 
toning to text, early owner annotations to title page in neat small 
hand, early annotations to margins in several places, some slightly 
affected by trimming, but legible. A handsome copy.         $2,500.

FIRST  PUBLISHED IN  1534 ,  the Nouvelle Natura Brevium 
is a manual of procedure written by a Judge of the Common Pleas 
during the reign of Henry VIII. Winfi eld notes that “Coke put it 
among the books which he considered most necessary and of 
greatest authority and excellency”; Blackstone considered it an 
authority as well. Compiled from the earlier Natura Brevia and 
the Registrum Brevium, it includes several original observations 
on the form and function of writs. Rastell’s revisions include the 
addition of a table. A popular work, it went through numerous 
editions in Law French and English, the fi nal appearing in 1794. It 
remains signifi cant to this day for its descriptions of writs that were 
becoming obsolete in the early sixteenth century. The annotations 
range from few words to a sentence. They are mostly summaries 
of legal points. Most of the others are bibliographical references 
and case citations. Winfi eld, Chief Sources of English Legal History 
303. ESTC S102179. Beale T351. 

A N N O TAT E D  C O P Y  O F  A  W O R K  H I G H LY  E S T E E M E D  B Y  C O K E  A N D  B L A C K S T O N E

Details from No 31
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A  D I F F I C U LT  C O N C E P T  I N  T H E  R O M A N  L A W  O F  P O S S E S S I O N

GILBERT,  MARTIN.
 
Responsio ad Disputationem de Usucapion[ibus] Io[anni] 
Ramati Ordinariam Juris Pontifi cii Professionem Sibi 
Adscribentis. 

Paris: Apud Martin Le Jeune, 1559. 22 pp. Quarto (8-3/4” x 6-1/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in later wrappers, untrimmed edges. 
Negligible light edgewear to wrappers, moderate toning and faint 
dampspotting to text, light soiling to title page.                        $950. 

ONLY EDITION.  This responsio concerns usucapion, a 
concept on Roman law concerning the acquisition of ownership 
by continuous possession over a long period of time. An important 
feature of an early-modern trial, a responsio is a court-ordered 
opinion relating to a thorny legal issue relating to the case by a 
disinterested jurist, most often a legal scholar. OCLC locates 1 
copy (at the Bibliothèque Nationale de France). No copies located 
in North America.USTC 206127.

T H E  F I R S T  E N G L I S H  T R E AT I S E  O N  B A N K R U P T C Y

GOODINGE,  THOMAS.

The Law Against Bankrupts: Or, A Treatise Wherein the 
Statutes Against Bankrupts are Explain’d, By Several 
Cases, Resolutions, Judgments and Decrees, Both at 
Common-Law and in Chancery. Together with the Learning 
of Declarations and Pleadings Relating Thereunto. To 
Which are Likewise Added, Forms and Directions for 
Commissioners, And Precedents Fit for the Perusal of 
All Lawyers, Merchants and Tradesmen. To Which is 
Now Added, An Appendix of All the Statutes Relating to 
Bankrupts, To the Year 1725. 

[London]: Printed by E. and R. Nutt, and R. Gosling (Assigns of 
Edward Sayer), 1726. [xxiii], 296, [36], 50, [2]; [28] pp. One-page 
publisher list at the beginning of text, two-page and 28-page 
catalogues at the end. Octavo (8” x 5”). 

Contemporary calf, blind rules and fi llets to boards, raised bands 
and fragment of paper label to spine. Spine ends worn, corners 
bumped, boards beginning to separate, but still quite secure, 
a few minor scuffs and scratches to boards. Some toning and 
faint dampspotting to text, dampstaining to lower corners of 
preliminaries, internally clean.                                                 $2,500.

FOURTH AND FINAL  EDITION.  An enlarged work with 
an appendix of statutes. The fi rst English treatise on bankruptcy, 
it was fi rst published in 1694 and reissued in 1695. The second 
edition was published in 1701, with a 1704 reissue. The third 
edition followed in 1713, with a 1719 reissue; a fourth in 1726. All 
are scarce. OCLC locates 4 copies of the fourth edition, all in law 
libraries (Georgetown, Ohio State, UC-Berkeley, University of 
Pennsylvania). ESTC T90159. 

No 32 No 33

32 33
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GRATIAN THE CANONIST 
[C. 1090-C. 1160].
[JOHANNES TEUTONICUS (OR ZENEKA) (D.1253), 
GLOSSATOR].
[BARTOLOMEO DA BRESCIA (D.1258), GLOSSATOR].
[BRANT, SEBASTIAN [1458-1521], EDITOR].

Decretum Gratiani. 

[Basel: Johann Froben, 13 June 1493]. [520] ff. Main text in parallel 
columns with linear gloss. Collation: a-z, ?8, A-Z8, AA-SS8. 
Signatures RR-SS replaced with signatures from the 1500 Froben 
edition. Added signatures aA-bB6 from the Froben edition of 
1500 before main text (signature a), woodcut portrait of Gratian in 
duplicate, both hand-coloured. Quarto (8-1/4” x 6”).

Contemporary calf with elaborate blind-tooling over wooden 
boards, title, brass bosses to corners and centers of boards, raised 
bands and small later shelf label to spine, “Decretu” blind-stamped 
to head of front board, 55” in early hand to fore-edge of text block, 
clasps lacking, pastedowns renewed. Moderate rubbing, chip to 
head of spine. 67-line text printed in red and black, occasional 
capitals spaces, mostly with guide-letter, 13-line illuminated initial 
N on a2r, supplied leaf Aa2 with illuminated initial and fl ourish at 
margin. Moderate toning, occasional faint dampstaining to margins, 
light soiling to a few leaves.                                                  $30,000.

34

H A N D S O M E  I N C U N A B L E  E D I T I O N  O F  G R AT I A N

Details from No 34

THE FIRST OF TWO FROBEN EDITIONS , a composite 
copy brought together c. 1500. The Decretum Gratiani, is the 
cornerstone of modern canon law. The fi rst work of its kind, it 
was compiled by Gratian, a Camaldolese monk, around 1140. 
Using the latest scholastic and juristic techniques from Bologna, 
he attempted to harmonize these disparate texts. Like the Corpus 
Juris Civilis in the study of the civil law, it became the basic text 
for the study of canon law for many centuries. In the following 
century an extensive gloss was added by Teutonicus, a German 
prior living in Bologna. Known as the Glossa Ordinaria, it was later 
revised and enriched by another Bolognese prior, Bartholomew of 
Brescia. The gloss and its revisions become a standard feature of 
subsequent manuscripts and printings. Though never an offi cial 
edition of canon law, it was a standard work for nearly 800 years 
until it was superseded in 1918 by the Code of Canon Law (Codex 
Iuris Canonici). Remembered today as the moral and satirical 
poet of Das Narrenschiff [The Ship of Fools], Brant was also a 
noted legal scholar and humanist. He studied at Basel, where he 
completed a doctor of laws degree. After serving on Basel’s law 
faculty he moved to Strasbourg, his birthplace, where he became 
city clerk and enjoyed a position of great prominence. Brant was 
later appointed imperial councilor by the Holy Roman Emperor 
Maximilian I, who elevated him to the nobility.

In this copy all but the fi nal two signatures are from the 1493 
edition. It is augmented by the fi rst two signatures of the 1500 
edition, which contain a table of contents that does not appear 
in the 1493 edition, along with a duplicate title page and author 
portrait. The uniformity of decoration and the contemporary 
binding make it clear this marriage occurred around 1500. Goff, 
Incunabula in American Libraries G384. Gesamtkatalog der 
Wiegendrucke 11377.
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Detail from No 34
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[GREAT BRITAIN] . 

An Exact Abridgment of All the Statutes in Force and Use, 
From Magna Charta, 9 H. 3. To the Beginning of the Reign 
of King George. In Four Volumes. 

London: Printed by His Majesty’s Printers, 1720. Four volumes. 
Complete set. Volume I has folding “Table of the Assize of Bread.”

[WITH]
An Exact Abridgment of All the Statutes in Force and Use, 
From the End of the Reign of Queen Anne, To the Beginning 
of the Sixth Year of King George. Vol. V. 

London: Printed by His Majesty’s Printers, 1720. [xxxii], 368, [20] pp.

Details from No 35

35

A  H A N D S O M E LY  B O U N D  D I G E S T  O F  E N G L I S H  S TAT U T E S  F R O M  M A G N A  C A R TA  T O  1 7 2 0

Five volumes in all. Complete as issued. Volume I has an added title 
page with an advertisement for Volume V. Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-3/4”). 
Contemporary paneled calf, raised bands and lettering pieces 
to spines, blind tooling to board edges. Some minor nicks and 
scuffs to boards and lettering pieces, light rubbing to extremities, 
corners bumped and lightly worn, front joint of Voluem II starting, 
a few hinges cracked or starting, early armorial bookplate (of Scot 
of Ancrum) to front pastedown of each volume. Light toning to 
text, slightly heavier in places, foxing to some leaves, minor tear to 
folding table in Volume I. A handsome set.                           $2,500. 

ONLY EDITION.   With indexes. Offering a panorama of English 
life from a statutory perspective, this set collects in force from 1215 
to 1720. The contents are digested alphabetically by topic. These 
range from strictly legal matters to aspects of everyday life, such 
as bread and drinking water. The fi fth volume is a collection of 
statutes overlooked in the fi rst four volumes. ESTC N308, N309.
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W I T H  I N T E R E S T I N G  R E M A R K S  A B O U T  J O H N  L O C K E

[GREAT BRITAIN] . 
[POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT]. 

An Essay on Civil Government in Two Parts: Part I. An 
Enquiry into the Ends of Government, And the Means of 
Attaining Them. Part II. On the Government and Commerce 
of England; With Refl ections on Liberty, And the Method 
of Preserving the Present Constitution. 

London: Printed for R. Willock, At Sir Isaac Newton’s Head, In 
Cornhill, 1743. [iv], ix, [15], 363, [1] pp. With a half-title. Octavo (7-
3/4” x 4-3/4”).

Recent period-style calf, blind rules to boards, raised bands, blind 
ornaments and lettering piece to spine, endpapers renewed. 
Moderate toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, light foxing 
in a few places, contemporary pen marks and brief annotations to 
a few leaves, signature clipped from upper right-hand corner of 
title page with no loss to text.                                                  $1,500.

ONLY EDITION.   Completed in 1739, this book is a spirited 
attack on the Whig administration of Robert Walpole, which 
had recently fallen. It is notable for its conservative view of civil 
government and pointed criticism of John Locke’s ideas concerning 
the rejection of patriarchal authority, the purely civil authority of 
the magistrate, the right of resistance and taxation. This is a scarce 
title. OCLC locates 11 copies in North America, none in law libraries. 
ESTC T55970. 

I M P O R TA N T  E I G H T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  T R E AT I S E 
O N  E N G L I S H  B A N K R U P T C Y  L A W

GREEN, EDWARD. 

The Spirit of the Bankrupt Laws. Wherein are Principally 
Considered, The Power and Authority of the Commissioners, 

In, 1. Declaring the Party Bankrupt. 2. Seizing His Estate, 
And Summoning Him to Surrender. 3. Receiving Proof of 
the Debts of His Creditors. 4. Appointing, Chusing, and 
Removing Assignees. 5. Conveying and Selling his Estate 
and Effects. 6. Examining and Committing Him, His Wife, 
and Others. 7. Certifying His Conformity. 8. Dividing the 
Estate. 9. Ordering Him His Allowance, And Overplus. These 
are Fully Discussed and Explained, Particularly the Power 
of the Commissioners to Commit, From the Determinations 
of Lords Hardwicke, Mansfi eld, And of the Present Judges. 
With Precedents and Instructions. To Which is Prefi x’d, A 
Discourse Concerning the Appointment, Qualifi cations, 
Fees, Authority, Duty, Indemnity, &c. of Commissioners of 
Bankrupts. 

London: Printed for J. Williams, 1767. viii, xii, [10], 434, [14] pp. 
Includes four-page publisher catalogue. 12mo. (6-3/4” x 4”). 

Contemporary calf, blind frames to boards, blind fi llets along 
joints, raised bands and lettering piece to spine. Some rubbing 
to extremities, a few shallow scuffs to boards, small chip to head 
of spine, corners bumped, front board beginning to separate (but 
still quite secure), rear hinge cracked. Light toning to text, darker 
in places, spotting to a few leaves, internally clean. Ex-library. 
Stamps to boards, edges and free endpapers, brief annotation to 
front free endpaper, perforated stamp to title page and following 
leaf. A solid copy.                                                                          $750.

FIRST  EDITION.  “The book is clearly written and well 
arranged. It states the effect of the modern cases and statutes; 
but it is not a mere digest. It explains underlying principles, and 
gives a good account of the way in which the commissioners in 
practice conducted their business” (Holdsworth). The fi rst edition 
was published in 1767, the fi nal edition (the fourth) in 1780. All are 
scarce. OCLC locates -2 copies of the fi rst edition in North America, 
1 in a law library (University of Pennsylvania). Holdsworth XII:388. 
ESTC T146676.

No 37
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No 38

38 HACKMANN, JODOCUS [1642-1710]. 

Tractatus Juridicus de Jure Aggerum; Von Teichen und 
Dämmen und deren Gerechtigkeit: In quo Inexplorata 
Hactenus Haec Juris Materia, Una cum Suis Pertinentiis, 
Ac in Specie Claustris & Emissariis, (Vulgo Schleusen 
und Sielen) Excusse Traditur, & ad Usum fori Exigitur. 
Cum Praefatione, Summariis, Serie Captum, Rerumq. & 
Verborum Indice. 

Stade: Literis Casparis Holweinii, 1690. [viii], 516, [40]; [8], 136 pp. 
Two parts in one volume. The second part, Mantissa ad Tractatum 
Juridicum De Jure Aggerum: Continens Selectas Quasdam 
Constitutiones Aggerales. Has individual title page and pagination. 
Quarto (8” x 6-1/2”).

Contemporary vellum with lapped edges, lettering piece to spine. 
Light soiling to boards, spine and lapped edges darkened, rear 
joint starting. Moderate toning to text, faint dampstaining to foot 
of text block, light foxing in a few places, light soiling to title page. 
Early owner signature to front free endpaper, recent annotations in 
pencil to ten leaves. A nice copy of a scarce title.                 $1,500. 

ONLY EDITION.   According to the Allgemeine Deutsche 
Biographie, this was the fi rst signifi cant treatise devoted to dikes, 
dams and man-made watercourses. It also addresses other 
aspects of shore protection and land reclamation. The text is mainly 
in Latin with some sections in German, which are mostly the texts 
of city statutes and ordinances. Hackman was the burgomeister of 
Stade, a Hanse city near Hamburg that has a system of canals and 
land reclaimed by dikes. OCLC locates 4 copies in North America, 
1 in a law library (Harvard). ADB X:298. VD17 23:239375L.

T H E  F I R S T  S I G N I F I C A N T  T R E AT I S E  D E V O T E D  T O  L A W S  C O N C E R N I N G  D I K E S  A N D  D A M S
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by her husband, James, as a way to extort hush money from 
Hamilton. Jailed for his participation in a shady speculative 
scheme, Reynolds attempted to implicate Hamilton in exchange 
for his freedom, through the help of political enemies, believing 
Hamilton would claim responsibility if he threatened with public 
exposure of the affair. In the meantime rumors linking Hamilton to 
the speculative scheme began to circulate and fi nd their way into 
print, most notably in Callender’s History of the United States. In 
a bold move to protect his public reputation, Hamilton addressed 
the rumors and prevented a political scandal by confessing the 
truth. Denying any charges of public fi nancial impropriety, he 
admitted his “amorous connection” with Maria Reynolds with 
her husband’s “privity and connivance.” According to Sabin, Mrs. 
Hamilton tried to buy up all copies of the 1797 pamphlet, but some 
escaped. A second edition was reprinted in 1800 in the midst of 
the Jefferson-Burr election by a group of anti-Federalists. As one 
would expect, a small number of fi rst editions exist today. The 
Hamilton Club reprint of the fi rst edition was also issued as an 
octavo in 1865 in an edition limited to 50 copies. 

HAMILTON, ALEXANDER [1757-1804].
 
Observations on Certain Documents Contained in No. V & 
VI of “The History of the United States for the Year 1796,”: 
In Which the Charge of Speculation Against Alexander 
Hamilton, Late Secretary of the Treasury, Is Fully Refuted. 

Philadelphia: Printed for James Fenno, 1797. [New York: Printed for 
the Hamilton Club, 1865]. [x], 157 pp. Page 3 has an announcement 
for the Hamilton Club’s next publication. Quarto (12” x 9-1/2”).

Later three-quarter morocco over cloth, gilt fi llets along edges of 
morocco, lettering pieces and gilt-edged raised bands to spine, 
deckle edges. Negligible light rubbing to spine ends and corners, 
light toning to text, early cellotape repairs to foot of fi nal text leaf 
(with no damage to text). An attractive copy.                        $1,250. 

FROM AN EDITION OF  25 ,  this is number 10. This remarkable 
work, better known as the “Reynolds Pamphlet,” relates to one of 
the fi rst sex scandals in American political history. While secretary 
of the treasury, Hamilton had a three-year affair with a woman 
named Maria Reynolds. This affair was instigated and encouraged 
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Philadelphia: Printed by John Thompson, of Philadelphia; For 
Alexander Brodie, 1798. 6, [vii]-viii, [1], [17]-70 pp. Octavo (7-1/2” 
x 4-1/2”). 

Contemporary marbled sheep over marbled boards. Light rubbing 
to extremities, heavier rubbing and a few minor stains to boards, 
hinges starting. Moderate toning to text, dampstaining in a few 
places, internally clean. An appealing copy.                              $750.

THIRD AMERICAN EDITION.  First published in London in 
1680, and in Boston in 1693 and 1772, this 1798 Philadelphia edition 
was the fi rst printed after the Revolution. Possibly a response to the 
recent passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts, it has an interesting 
preface by the bookseller, Alexander Brodie: “But lest (sic) the title 
‘The Englishman’s Right’ should give offence to any, it is proper to 
observe that the Charter of the Liberties of England is a grant from 
their kings obtained by force. This charter is the fountain of all their 
Rights; and among others of the Englishman’s Right to be tried 
by a Jury of his Equals. As Americans we possess the same Right, 
and Juries by our Laws have the same powers and privileges, as 
by the Law of England. Neither we or our Ancestors ever were 
Slaves. We hold our Liberties from God alone, and to him alone 
are we accountable for the use or abuse of them. It is no mark of 
Vassalage to borrow instructions from English Jurisprudence. To 
understand our rights well, we must study them, and endeavour 
to profi t by the experience of other Nations. The better to enable 
Jurymen to discern between Judge and Prisoner, if a lawless stretch 
of power should be attempted, of which at present there appears 
no danger, from the high character of our American Judges, I 
have prefi xed by way of Introduction, Lord Bacon’s Essay on the 
Moral duty of a Judge. And let it be remembered, that Judges are 
appointed to interpret the Laws faithful but Juries were instituted 
to watch and restrain Judges; so may the blessing “Him That Was 
Ready To Perish Upon Them!”A staunch Whig, Hawles wrote The 
Englishman’s Right to outline the rights, duties and proper behavior 
of a juryman and to promote the jury system as a bulwark against 
tyranny. Immediately successful among Whigs and others who 
saw themselves as defenders of English liberties, it was received 
with great enthusiasm in America, where it was reprinted several 
times well into the nineteenth century. According to Cohen, it 
was probably the fi rst English law book reprinted in the American 
colonies. Cohen 1481. 

O C TA V O - S I Z E D  L I M I T E D  F I N E - P R E S S  E D I T I O N  O F  H A M I LT O N ’ S 
“ R E Y N O L D S  P A M P H L E T ”

HAMILTON, ALEXANDER. 

Observations on Certain Documents Contained in No. V & 
VI of “The History of the United States for the Year 1796,”: 
In Which the Charge of Speculation Against Alexander 
Hamilton, Late Secretary of the Treasury, Is Fully Refuted. 

Philadelphia: Printed for James Fenno, 1797. [New York: Printed for 
the Hamilton Club, 1865]. [viii], 157 pp. Octavo (9-1/2” x 6”).

Later stiff-paper wrappers, original title panel affi xed to front cover, 
deckle edges. Very light soiling, negligible light rubbing to extremities, 
faint offsetting from bookend to front cover, front free endpaper 
detached. Light toning to interior, early presentation inscription to 
front free endpaper.                                                                      $750. 

FROM AN EDITION OF  50 ,  this is number 15. 

F I R S T  P O S T- R E V O L U T I O N  E D I T I O N  O F  A N  I M P O R TA N T  W O R K 
O N  T H E  R I G H T  T O  T R I A L  B Y  J U R Y

HAWLES,  SIR JOHN (1645-1716). 
[BACON, FRANCIS (1561-1626)].
BRODIE, ALEXANDER, BOOKSELLER.

The Englishman’s Right; A Dialogue Between a Barrister 
at Law and a Juryman; Shewing, I. The Antiquity, II. The 
Excellent Designed Use, III. The Offi ce and Just Privileges 
of Juries by the Law of England (Being a Choice Help for 
All Who Are Qualifi ed by Law to Serve on Juries). To Which 
is Prefi xed, An Introductory Essay, On the Moral Duty of a 
Judge. By Lord Bacon. 
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A  W I T T Y  ( A N D  V E R Y  F R E N C H )  V I E W  O F  F A M I LY  L A W

HÉMARD, JOSEPH [1880-1961], ILLUSTRATOR. 

Code Civil: Livre Premier, Des Personnes: Titres V. Du 
Mariage. VI. Du Divorce. VII. De la Paternité. VIII. De 
l’Adoption. IX. De la Puissance Paternelle. X. De la 
Minorité. XI. De la Majorité. 

Paris: Rene Kieffer, [1925]. [vi], 126, [4] pp. Pochoir color text 
illustrations. Quarto (8” x 6-1/2”). 

Original publisher wrappers bound into signed red morocco binding 
by H. Hoorneart, gilt title over an inlaid vignette of a judge and the 
scales of justice to front board, raised bands, gilt title and black 
and gilt ornaments to spine, top-edge gilt, marbled endpapers. 
Very light fading to spine, light toning to text, vivid illustrations. A 
nice copy in a notably handsome binding.                             $1,500.

FROM AN EDITION L IMITED TO 800 COPIES ,  this 
is number 492. Hémard presents the offi cial text of the sections 
of the French Civil Code dealing with family law with witty, and 
often mildly erotic, color pochoir illustrations. Hemard applied this 
treatment to two other legal works Code Penal (1940) and Code 
General des Impôts Directs et Taxes Assimilées (1944). Hémard, a 
prolifi c artist, illustrator, designer and author, is best-known for his 
humorously illustrated editions of serious non-fi ction books. See 
illustration of binding on page 6.

A N  I M P O R TA N T  R E S T O R AT I O N - E R A  C R I T I Q U E  O F  G R E AT 
B R I TA I N ’ S  E C C L E S I A S T I C A L  C O U R T S

HICKERINGILL,  EDM[UND] [1631-1708].
 
The Test or, Tryal of the Goodness & Value of Spiritual-
Courts in Two Queries I. Whether the Statute of I Edw. 6.2. 
be in Force (Against Them) at This Day, Obliging Them to 

Summon and Cite the Kings Subjects (Not in Their Own 
Names and Styles, As Now They do, But) In the Name and 
Stile of the Kings Majesty (As in the Kings Courts Temporal) 
and Under the Seal of the Kings Arms? II. Whether Any of 
the Cannon-Law, Or How Much of the Cannon-Law is (At 
this Day) the Law of England, In Courts Christian, Highly 
Necessary to be Perused by All Those That Have Been, Or 
May be Cited to Appear at Doctors Commons. 

London: Printed by George Larkin, 1683. [iv], 22, 18 pp. Lacking fi nal 
leaf, a blank. Folio (11-3/4” x 5-1/2”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into recent cloth, gilt title to spine, 
endpapers renewed. Negligible light rubbing to extremities. Light 
toning to text, some edgewear and light soiling to fi rst and fi nal 
leaves, faint dampstaining in a few places, chip to fore-edge of 
leaf with some loss to side-notes. Early manuscript page numbers 
added to upper corners of leaves, showing this item was once part 
of a bound volume, interior otherwise clean. Ex-library. Bookplate to 
front pastedown.                                                                          $500. 

FIRST  EDITION.  Britain’s ecclesiastical courts received a 
great deal of scrutiny in early years of the Restoration. Dissenters, 
Parliamentarians and others who feared the power of the Church 
of England under the control of a Catholic or crypto-Catholic king, 
believed it was necessary to limit the scope of its courts. The 
work of an idiosyncratic Anglican Churchman who supported 
the Commonwealth, Hickeringill’s pamphlet was one of the most 
important and legally detailed contributions to this argument. 
Recognized as an important work, a second edition was issued in 
1683, a third in 1706. All are scarce. OCLC locates 2 copies of the 
fi rst edition in North American law libraries (University of Michigan, 
University of Pennsylvania). ESTC R2631. 
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[HOPKINSON, FRANCIS (1739-1791)] .
PARK, JAMES ALLAN [1763-1838]. 

A System of the Law of Marine Insurances: With Three 
Chapters On Bottomry; On Insurances on Lives; and On 
Insurances Against Fire. 

Philadelphia: Joseph Crukshank, 1789. xvi, [8], xliv, 530, [45] pp. 
Octavo (7-1/2” x 5”). 

Contemporary sheep, lettering piece and gilt fi llets to spine. 
Moderate rubbing, a few shallow scuffs to boards, minor chipping 
to head of spine, joints just starting at ends, corners bumped, 
hinges starting. Armorial bookplate of Francis Hopkinson to front 
pastedown, his signature to head of title page. Light toning to text, 
foxing in a few places. A nice copy with an appealing association. 
                                                                                                     $9,500.

FIRST  AMERICAN EDITION.  Lawyer, judge, merchant, 
author and musician, Hopkinson represented New Jersey in the 
Second Continental Congress and was a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. He served the Continental Congress as a member 
of the Navy Board and was the treasurer of the Continental Loan 
Offi ce. Leaving Congress, he was appointed judge of the Admiralty 
Court of Pennsylvania. While he was not a member of the 
Constitutional Convention, he played a leading role in the debates 
leading to ratifi cation in Pennsylvania. Appointed by Washington, 
he became judge of the United States District Court for the District 
of Pennsylvania in 1789, the year he acquired his copy of Park’s 
Marine Insurance. Unfortunately, Hopkinson only held the post 
for a few years. He died at the age of 53 from a sudden epileptic 
seizure. First published in 1787, Park’s was the fi rst legal work on 
insurance written by an English lawyer and the fi rst book on the 
subject to appear in America. Holdsworth called it “the best text-
book upon the law of insurance.” A work of great authority, it went 
through numerous English and American editions and remained 
the standard text until the middle of the nineteenth century. 
Holdsworth XII: 390. Cohen 7071. 

O W N E D  B Y  A  S I G N E R  O F  T H E  D E C L A R AT I O N  O F  I N D E P E N D E N C E
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A  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  R E S P O N S E 
T O  T H E  C H E S A P E A K E - L E O P A R D  A F F A I R

[ IMPRESSMENT]. 
[UNITED STATES]. 

All Impressments Unlawful and Inadmissible. 

Boston: Published and Sold by William Pelham, [c. 1808]. 12 pp. 
Octavo (9-1/4” x 5-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in self wrappers, untrimmed edges. Light 
browning, light soiling to exterior, a few minor stains, upper corner 
lacking from margin of fi nal leaf, two small holes to fi nal leaf with 
negligible loss to text, no loss to legibility.                                $500.

ONE OF  TWO ISSUES ,  BOTH PRINTED C .  1808 . 
This pamphlet addresses the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair, a naval 
engagement off the coast of Norfolk, Virginia between the HMS 
Leopard and USS Chesapeake. The Leopard pursued, attacked 
and boarded the Chesapeake to capture four deserters from the 
Royal Navy. This incident created an uproar among Americans and 
was one of the incidents that led to the War of 1812. The main part 
of this pamphlet is a letter from extracted from then Secretary of 
State James Madison to James Monroe, minister to Great Britain. 
The creation of this pamphlet is attributed in some sources to 
Tench Coxe. Cohen 7308.

45 46

T H E  F I R S T  L A Y M A N ’ S  G U I D E  P U B L I S H E D  I N  A M E R I C A

JACOB, GILES [1686-1744].
 
Every Man His Own Lawyer: Or, A Summary of the Laws 
of England, In a New and Instructive Method....  

New-York: Printed by Hugh Gaine, 1768. iv, 289, [13] pp. Octavo 
(7-1/4” x 4-1/2”). 

Contemporary sheep, blind fi llets to boards, rebacked retaining 
original spine with raised bands and lettering piece, original 
endpapers retained. Moderate rubbing to extremities with some 
wear to corners, some scuffi ng to boards and evidence of wear 
to joints and edges of lettering piece, hinges cracked but secure, 
upper portion lacking from front free endpaper. Some toning 
to text, darker in places, negligible light foxing to most of text, 
internally clean. A desirable copy.                                          $2,200.

FIRST  AMERICAN EDITION, designated the seventh on the 
title page in reference to the prior six editions published in London. 
This popular layman’s guide by one of the most prolifi c legal writers 
of eighteenth-century England went through ten English editions 
between 1736 and 1788. The mention of “All Manner of Persons” 
in the subtitle is signifi cant. Jacob, though certainly interested in 
boosting sales by attracting the widest audience possible, was 
an idealist who believed that widespread knowledge of the law 
would help create a more just society. This is also evident in his 
other publications, such as The Common Law Common-Placed 
(1726) and Treatise of Laws (1721). According to Cohen, this was 
the fi rst laymen’s guide published in America. The next two, which 
were intended also for aspiring lawyers, were The Young Clerk’s 
Magazine (Philadelphia, 1774) and The Young Clerk’s Vade Mecum 
(New York, 1776). Cohen 8202.
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A  L E G A L  G U I D E  F O R  “ G E N T L E M E N  O F  A L L  R A N K S ”

JACOB, GILES.
 
Lex Constitutionis: Or, The Gentleman’s Law. 

[London]: Printed by Eliz. Nutt and R. Gosling, (Assigns of Edward 
Sayer, Esq;) for B. Lintot, 1719. [ii], [v]-xiv, 360, [12] pp.
Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-3/4”).

Recent period-style calf, blind panels to boards, raised bands 
and lettering piece to spine, endpapers renewed. Moderate 
toning to text, faint dampspotting in places, internally clean. A 
handsome copy.                                                                     $1,000.

FIRST  EDITION.  In his preface, Jacob indicates that he did not 
write this treatise on England’s Constitution for the landed gentry 
exclusively, but for “gentlemen of all ranks,” that is, the literate 
general public. Another edition of the Lex Constitutionis was 
published in 1737. Sweet & Maxwell 1:102 (48). ESTC T137002. 
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W I T H  A  “ M E R C H A N T S ’ S  D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  W O R D S  A N D  T E R M S ”

[JACOB, GILES] . 

Lex Mercatoria: or, The Merchant’s Companion. Containing 
all the Laws and Statutes Relating to Merchandize. 

[London]: Printed by E. and R. Nutt, 1729. [xii], 404, [12] pp. Octavo 
(7-1/2” x 5”). 

Recent period-style calf, raised bands and lettering piece to 
spine, endpapers renewed. Some toning, light foxing to portions 
of text. Early annotations and signatures, including that of Thomas 
Carpenter, to preliminaries, two tiny glue spots to title page. A 
handsome copy.                                                                     $1,750.

SECOND,  AND F INAL ,  EDITION,  “Corrected, with the 
Addition of Three Entire New Chapters. And Also A Merchant’s 
Dictionary, of Words and Terms, &c.” Thomas Carpenter [1804-
1876] was a prominent New Jersey attorney and a judge of that 
state’s Supreme Court. ESTC T137820. 
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[JODOCUS OF ERFURT,  ATTRIBUTED].

[Vocabularius Juris Utriusque]. 

[Basel: Michael Wenssler, not after 1474]. [309] ff. First leaf, a blank, 
lacking. Collation: [a-m10 n-p8 q-A10 B8 C-H10 I8]. Folio (11” x 
7-1/2”).

Eighteenth-century three-quarter calf over speckled boards, raised 
bands, blind ornaments and lettering piece to spine, later repair to 
front board, endpapers added. Moderate rubbing to extremities 
with some wear to corners, joints cracked, minor worming to 
spine, pastedowns, hinges and margins of some leaves, a few 
partial cracks to text block, eighteenth-century owner inscription 
(of the Bibliotheca Theresiana, Mantua) to front free endpaper. 
34-line single-column text, vivid eight-line initial opening initial 
in colors and matte gold with fl oral decoration extending into 
margin, other initials and paragraph marks in red and blue. Light 
toning, somewhat heavier in places, faint spotting to margins in a 
few places. Leaf I1 reinforced in gutter, Leaf I8 cropped below text 
and mounted. A handsome copy.                                              SOLD

FIRST  OR SECOND EDITION,  PRIORITY  UNKNOWN, 
one of the fi rst two undated editions published between 1473-1474, 
the date given from acquisition inscriptions in the copies at Munich 
and Klosterneuburg. A work of great authority, the Vocabularius, 
as it is popularly known, is usually attributed to Jodocus, a 
jurist associated with the University of Erfurt. First published by 
Wenssler in Basel, it went through more than seventy editions 
over the following 150 years. (It had a second life as the fi rst 
section of the 1559 edition of Elio Antonio de Nebrija’s Lexicon Juris 
Civilis, a work that was reissued into the seventeenth century.) A 
useful and highly respected reference work, the Vocabularius is 
a collection of terms dealing with the Ius Commune taken from 
such late-scholastic texts as the Vocabularius Stuttgardiensis 
(1432), the Collectio Terminorum Legalium (c. 1400), and the 
Introductorium pro Studio Sacrorum Canonum of Hermann von 
Schildesch (c. 1330). OCLC locates 8 copies of this imprint, none in 
North America. Goff V335. GW M12625. 
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[LAWRENCE, WILLIAM (1613 OR 14-1681 OR 2)].
 
Marriage by the Morall Law of God Vindicated Against 
all Ceremonial Laws of Popes and Bishops Destructive to 
Filiation Aliment and Succession and the Government of 
Familyes and Kingdoms. 

[London: s.n.], 1680. [xii], 136, [8], 137-422, [2] pp. Copperplate 
pictorial title page. 

[BOUND WITH]

[LAWRENCE, WILLIAM].

The Right of Primogeniture, In Succession to the Kingdoms 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland: As Declared by the 
Statutes of 25 E.3. Cap. 2. De Proditionibus, King of England, 
And of Kenneth the Third, And Malcolm Mackenneth the 
Second, Kings of Scotland. As Likewise of 1 H.7. Made by 
a Parliament of Ireland; With all Objections Answered, 
and Clear Probation Made, That to Compass or Imagine 
the Death, Exile, or Disinheriting of the King’s Eldest Son, 
Is High Treason. To Which is Added, An Answer to All 
Objections Against Declaring Him a Protestant Successor, 
With Reasons Shewing the Fatal Dangers of Neglecting the 
Same. 

London: Printed for the A.C., 1681. [xxiv], 199, [39] pp. Leaves in 
Signature C (pp. 9-16) bound out of order.

[AND]

[LAWRENCE, WILLIAM].

The Two Great Questions, Whereon in this Present Juncture 
of Affairs, the Peace & Safety of His Maiestie’s Person; 
And of All His Protestant Subjects in His Three Kingdoms 
Next Under God Depend: Stated, Debated, and Humbly 
Submitted to the Consideration of Supreme Authority, As 
Resolved by Christ. 

London: Printed for the Author, 1681. [ii], 14 pp. 

Quarto (8” x 6”). Contemporary calf, raised bands, lettering piece 
and blind tooling to spine, speckled edges. Moderate rubbing, a few 
scuffs to boards, which are beginning to separate but still secured 
by cords, some chipping to spine ends, corners bumped, front free 
endpaper lacking, some edgewear to title page of Marriage, facing 
leaf starting to detach, a few cracks to text block. Moderate toning, 
somewhat heavier in places, occasional light foxing. Inkspots to a 
few leaves and title page of Marriage, interior otherwise clean. Ex-
library. Bookplate to front pastedown.                                    $1,250.

ONLY EDITIONS  (Questions one of two issues from 1681). 
This volume collects the principal writings of a notable Protestant 
attorney and Member of Parliament. They refl ect the anxieties of 
Protestants living in England under the reign of the Catholic monarch 
James II. Marriage, which was published as an unfi nished work 
due to “disturbances at the press,” is an anti-Catholic theological 
and legal essay that may have been inspired by an unpleasant 
episode in Lawrence’s marriage. The other titles are an argument 
in support of the Protestant Duke of Monmouth’s succession to 
the English throne. (Monmouth’s claim resulted in the Monmouth 
Rebellion, a failed attempt in 1685 to remove James II from power; 
James II was ousted in 1688 and replaced by the joint monarchs 
William and Mary.) Copies in North American law libraries listed 
on OCLC: Marriage, Library of Congress, UC-Berkeley, Yale; 
Right, Harvard, Library of Congress, UC-Berkeley, University of 
Michigan, Yale; Questions, UC-Berkeley, Yale. DNB XI:726. ESTC 
R7113 (Marriage), R1575 (Right), R43358 (Questions). 

50
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B A C K G R O U N D  T O  T H E  G L O R I O U S  R E V O L U T I O N

“...one of the most iconographic 
title pages ever to grace an English 
law book.”

Michael  Widener and 
Mark S. Weiner, Law’s 
Picture Books:  The Yale 
Law Library Collection 
(Clark, NJ, 2017) 45
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N E W G AT E  P R I S O N

JOUY, ETIENNE DE [1769-1846]. 
JAY, ANTOINE [1770-1854].

Les Hermites en Prison, Ou Consolations de 
Sainte-Pélagie. 

Paris: Chez Ladvocat, 1823. Two volumes. 238; 267 pp. Main text 
of each volume preceded by four-page. publisher catalogue. Two 
lithographed portraits, two lithograph plates, several small woodcut 
vignettes and spot tail-pieces. Octavo (7-3/4” x 5”). 

Contemporary three-quarter calf over marbled boards with 
small central crests (a crowned letter J), lettering pieces and gilt 
ornaments to spine, speckled edges. Light rubbing to boards, 
somewhat heavier rubbing to extremities with some wear to edges 
and corners. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, light 
foxing to some leaves. A handsome set.                                   $500.

FIRST  EDITION.  Etienne de Jouy is a pseudonym for Victor-
Joseph-Etienne de Jouy. Jouy and Jay both served short sentences 
in Sainte-Pelagie, Paris, for political offences. A great deal of this 
interesting work is devoted to discussions of penology. Volume 
II includes an account of New York’s Newgate State Prison. One 
of the plates shows a white man and a black man handcuffed 
together. A second edition was published in 1829. Jouy and Jay 
published a sequel in 1824 titled Les Hermites en Liberté. 

N I N E T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  S I G N  F R O M  A  L A W Y E R ’ S  O F F I C E

[LAWYERS] .
[UNITED STATES]. 

[Black-Painted and Gilt-Lettered Tinned Sheet Iron Sign, With 
Gilt Pointing Hand, Reading: John George’s Law Offi ce]. 
United States, Mid- to late-nineteenth century.

6-1/4” x 17,” light rubbing and a few minor scratches, tiny nail-holes 
at corners and centers of top and bottom edges.                    $500.

THE POINTING HAND  indicates this sign was posted near 
the entrance of a Mr. George’s offi ce. 
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N O R M A N  W.  D O W N E S ,  L A W Y E R

[LAWYERS] .
[UNITED STATES]. 

[Gilt-Lettered, Black-Background Wooden Sign Reading: 
Norman W. Downes, Lawyer]. 

Vermont?, Mid- to late-nineteenth century.

8-1/4” x 26,” gilt letters on rough black-sand surface, beveled edges, 
two eyelet screws at ends (for hanging). Rubbing around edges 
with some wear, mostly around bottom corners.                    $350.

A NOTE ON THE VERSO READS:  “Seller said from VT. His 
joke: Don’t see many of these without bullet holes in them!”
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A N  I D E A L  F O R M  O F  G O V E R N M E N T

LINGUET,  SIMON NICOLAS HENRI 
[1736-1794]. 

Théorie des Lois Civiles, Ou, Principes Fondamentaux de 
la Société. 

a “A Londres” (i.e. Paris): S.n., 1767. Two volumes [iv], 496; [iv], 528 
pp. 12mo. (6-1/2” x 3-3/4”). 

Contemporary mottled calf, red and green lettering pieces and gilt 
ornaments to spine, edges rouged, marbled endpapers, ribbon 
markers. Light rubbing and a few tiny scuffs to boards, somewhat 
heavier rubbing to spine and extremities, corners bumped. Light 
toning to text, slightly heavier in places, light foxing to a few leaves 
in each volume, tiny inkspot to title page of Volume II. An attractive 
set.                                                                                                  $850.
 
FROM THE SAME YEAR AS  THE F IRST  EDITION 
with corrections. Linguet was a conservative lawyer and journalist 
who was executed during the Reign of Terror. Théorie des Lois 
Civiles, perhaps the author’s most important work, went through 
several editions and issues, the last in 1787. It outlines an ideal 
form of government and proposes reforms in taxation, customs 
and the law. It also defends absolutism and attacks the politics of 
Montesquieu. Volume I contains extensive discussion of divorce 
and the position of women in society. Goldsmiths’ 10377.
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LIVINGSTON, EDWARD 
[1764-1836]. 

A System of Penal Law for the United States of America: 
Consisting of A Code of Crimes and Punishments; A Code of 
Procedure in Criminal Cases; A Code of Prison Discipline; 
and A Book of Defi nitions. Prepared and Presented to the 
House of Representatives of the United States. Printed by 
Order of the House of Representatives. 

Washington, D.C.: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1828. x, [1], 142, 187, 
45, 21 pp. 

[BOUND WITH]
Introductory Report to the Code of Reform and Prison 
Discipline. 

[New Orleans: Printed by Benjamin Levy, c.1827]. 71 pp.

Overall collation: x, 142, 187, 71, 45, 21 pp. Folio (12” x 7-3/4”). Recent 
period-style three-quarter calf over marbled boards, raised bands, 
lettering piece, and blind and gilt ornaments to spine, endpapers 
renewed, hinges reinforced. Moderate toning to text, light foxing to 
a few leaves, heavier foxing to endleaves.                               $3,750.
                                                                                                  
FIRST  EDITION.  Livingston’s criminal codes for Louisiana 
and the United States mark an epoch in the broad international 
movement for penal reform. Profoundly infl uenced by Bentham, 
they stressed prevention over vengeance. These codes were never 
adopted, but they were profoundly infl uential. “[I]t is probably safe 
now to say that these Codes embody the most comprehensive 
and enlightened system of criminal law that has ever been 
presented to the world. They constitute a thesaurus from which 
the world has ever since been drawing ideas and principles. The 
Code of Reform and Prison Discipline is especially striking from 
its breadth of its view, and in some particulars its wisdom is yet 
in advance of even the present age” (Hicks). Bound in the correct 
place, the Introductory Report in our copy is the version printed to 
accompany the Louisiana Code. The text is identical in both codes; 
the only difference is the pagination. (The text in the U.S. Code is 
51 pp; that of the Louisiana Code is 71 pp.) Hicks, Men and Books 
Famous in the Law 180. Cohen 10311, 10344. 

Details from No 55
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[MAGNA CARTA].
 
Magna Charta, Cum Statutis, Tum Antiquis, Tum 
Recentibus, Maximopere, Animo Tenendis nunc Demum 
ad Unum, Tipis Aedita, Per Richardum Tottell. Anno 
Domini. 1576. Cum Privilegio ad Imprimendum Solum. 

[Imprinted at London: In Fleetestrete Within Temple Barre at the 
Signe of the Hand and Starre, By Richard Tottel, The 8. Day of 
March. 1576]. [xvi], 247 ff. Initial blank endleaves lacking. Octavo 
(6-1/4” x 4-1/4”).

Later three-quarter calf over cloth, endpapers renewed, all edges 
gilt. Light rubbing to boards, some rubbing to extremities, a few 
minor scuffs near spine ends, corners bumped. Text printed on 
wide-margined paper. Light toning, dampstaining to lower corner 

1 5 7 6  P R I N T I N G  O F  M A G N A  C A R TA  A N D  L AT E R  S TAT U T E S  W I T H  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A N N O TAT I O N S

of text block, some loss to corners of preliminaries and rear free 
endpaper. Early signature dated 1578 to head of title page, text 
annotated throughout in same hand. Another later signature to 
title page, a few notes in that hand. A few annotations affected by 
dampstaining or trimming, but without loss of legibility.     $4,500.

AN EARLY PRINTING OF  THE MAGNA CARTA,  which 
was fi rst printed around 1508 by Richard Pynson. It also includes 
the Charta de Foresta of Henry III, the Statutes of Merton and 
Marlebridge, the Statutes of Edward I and other statutes, which 
are digested by topic. Among the most notorious statutes are 
those of Edward concerning Jews, including the Edict of Expulsion 
(1290), which banished them from England. Other statutes relate 
to women, wills, forcible entry, “Fraudulent Deedes” and other 
topics. The annotations are quite extensive and interpretive in 
nature. Some of these include references to cases in the Year 
Books.  Beale S18.

56
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[MAGNA CARTA].
 
Magna Carta Cu[m] Aliis Antiquis Statutis, 
Q[u]orum Catalogum in Fine Operis 
Reperies. 

[London: Thomas Berthelet, November 
1531]. 150 [i.e. 149], [3]; [iv], 76 ff. Two parts, 
each with title page, table and individual 
pagination. Second part, dated 1532 (on 
colophon), titled Secunda Pars Veterum 
Statutorum. Octavo (5” x 3-1/4”).

R A R E  L A N D M A R K  E A R LY  P R I N T I N G  O F  M A G N A  C A R TA

57
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Actual size
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Contemporary calf blind panels to boards, raised 
bands and later lettering piece to spine, early 
hand-lettered title to fore-edge of text block, ties 
lacking. A few minor nicks and scuffs to boards, light 
gatoring to spine, moderate rubbing to extremities, 
corners worn, hinges partially cracked, endpapers 
lacking. Titles printed within architectural borders, 
woodcut decorated initials. Light toning to text, 
light soiling and fi nger smudges to a few leaves, 
later owner annotations to front pastedown, later 
signature to foot of title page (of Magna Carta). A 
handsome copy of an important, and rare, edition.                                                                       
                                                                       $20,000.

FIRST EDITION ISSUED WITH  a title page 
and the Secunda Pars Veterum Statutorum, which 
was published for the fi rst time with this edition. 
The text of Magna Carta is a close reprinting of the 
1527 edition by Richard Pynson with additional 
material. (Pynson printed the fi rst edition around 
1508.) It also includes the Charta de Foresta and 
statutes passed before the reign of Edward III. 
Among the most notorious statutes are those of 
Edward I concerning Jews, which condemned 
them for irreverence and prevented them from 
practicing usury or acquiring land from Christians 
through pledges. Other “Antique Statutes” relate to 
women, wills, forcible entry, “Fraudulent Deedes” 
and other topics. Some sources say incorrectly 
that the 1539 edition was the fi rst issued with a 
title page. The source of the confusion is the title 
page’s false imprint date: 1529. (The colophon has  
the correct date: 1539.) To confuse matters further, 
Beale, who arranges imprints chronologically, 
lists that edition according to the date on the title 
page rather than its colophon (S8). OCLC locates 
13 copies of this imprint in North America. Beale, 
A Bibliography of Early English Law Books S9 and 
S21. English Short-Title Catalogue S101049.

Details from No 57
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[MAGNA CARTA]. 
[WHITTAKER, JOHN, PUBLISHER]. 

Magna Carta: Regis Johannis XV. Die Junii Anno Regni 
XVII. A.D. MCCXV. 

London: Apud Johannis Whittaker, 1816. 12 ff. Folio (17” x 14”). 

Contemporary gilt-tooled morocco, textured-cloth central panels 
to boards, the front has a central gilt-tooled title panel (reading 
Magna Carta, Printed in Letters of Gold), patterned lilac-colored 
endpapers, ribbon marker. Moderate rubbing to extremities, 
corners and spine ends bumped, soiling, a few stains and a few 
scuffs to boards, cracks in text block between front free endpaper 
and title page and fi nal leaf and free endpaper. Printed in gold on 
card, initial at beginning of text decorated by hand in watercolor 
with royal regalia and fl oral border, probably designed by Thomas 
Willement. Light toning, occasional fi nger smudges, small inkspot 
to fi rst text leaf (with offsetting to verso of title page).      $10,000.

THE F IRST  BOOK PRINTED IN  GOLD IN  ENGLAND. 
As Lowndes has pointed out, Whittaker published “the most 
magnifi cent of all editions of the Magna Carta.” Although all are 
printed in gold, rarely are two copies alike. Some were printed 
on colored vellum and even jeweled, all have different levels of 
ornamentation. Some have a list of Barons. The present copy 
contains the text of Magna Carta only, printed on glazed card, and 
is richly bound. Lowndes II:1450.

P R I N T E D  I N  L E T T E R S  O F  G O L D  -  “ T H E  M O S T  M A G N I F I C E N T  O F  A L L  E D I T I O N S ”

Details from No 58
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T H E  C A S T R AT I O N  O F  S E X U A L  D E L I N Q U E N T S

[MANUSCRIPT] .
GOLDBERG, ERICO [ERIK]. 

La Castrazioni dei Delinquenti Sessuali. Pisa, July, 1934. [ii], 
167 ff.

Carbon-paper copy of typescript bound into contemporary three-
quarter cloth over patterned paper, calf lettering piece to spine. 
Light soiling, front joint just starting at head, corners bumped. 
Moderate toning, numerous penciled corrections and annotations 
to versos of 31 leaves, presumably in the author’s hand.        $750.

THIS  THESIS  ON THE “CASTRATION  of sexual 
delinquents” was presented by Dr. Goldberg to the Institute of 
Legal Medicine of the University of Pisa, most likely for a Dottore di 
Ricerca, a secondary thesis that is a prerequisite for a professorship 
in Italy. The thesis, which discusses the laws of several Continental 
European counties, Great Britain, the United States and Canada, 
was produced at a time when Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy were 
exploring the usefulness of sterilization to further their political and 
racial goals. No copies located on OCLC.

1 7 T H - C E N T U R Y  E N G L I S H  M A N U S C R I P T  L A W  D I C T I O N A R Y

[MANUSCRIPT] .
[GREAT BRITAIN]. 

[Manuscript Law Dictionary]. 

[England, c.1680]. 270 pp. Folio (12-3/4” x 8”). 

Recent period-style quarter calf over marbled boards, raised 
bands and lettering piece to spine. Light toning and some inkspots 
and smudges to text, some edgwear to initial and fi nal leaves, light 
soiling to exterior of text block, a few signatures loose. English text 
in small neat hand within red-ruled borders of most leaves, all 
leaves numbered on rectos and versos.                               $3,000.

PRESUMABLY PART OF  A  MULTI-VOLUME manuscript, 
this alphabetically digested collection has defi nitions ranging 
from Abatement to Forfeiture. The entries are detailed and often 
accompanied by additional side-notes, some of them case 
citations. Some appear to be original; others are commonplaced or 
partially commonplaced. Most end with a reference to a reporter 
or treatise, several include one or more case citations. 

No 60
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[MANUSCRIPT] .
[GREAT BRITAIN]. 
[PARLIAMENT].
[HOUSE OF LORDS]. 

Remembrances for Order and Decency to be Kept in Super 
House of Parliament, By the Lords when His Ma[jes]tie is 
not There; Leaving the Solemnities Belonging to His Self 
Comeing to Be Marshalled by Those Lords to Whom it 
More Properly Apertains. 

[London, c.1673]. 83, [5] pp. Octavo (5-1/4” x 3”).

Contemporary morocco, recently rebacked, gilt frames with 
corner fl eurons enclosed by gilt rules, gilt-edged raised bands to 

61 spine, all edges gilt. Negligible light rubbing to boards, moderate 
rubbing to board edges, corners bumped and somewhat worn, 
front hinge cracked, rear, rear free endpaper lacking. Content in 
fi ne secretarial hand to rectos and versos of most leaves. (32 are 
blank.) Negligible light toning to interior. A well-preserved item. 
                                                                                                  $1,500.

WITH AN INDEX.  This is a fair copy of a compilation of 
parliamentary procedure and rules of conduct for a member of 
the House of Lords extracted from the journals of that house. 
The latest order is dated 1673. OCLC and COPAC record a small 
number of similar manuscripts from the eighteenth century, but 
only a few compiled before 1700. 

M A N U S C R I P T  C . 1 6 7 3  P A R L I A M E N TA R Y  M A N U A L  F O R  A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E  O F  L O R D S 
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[MANUSCRIPT] .
SCRUGHAM, WILLIAM WARBURTON [1820-1867]. 

[Diary of William Warburton Scrugham]. 

[Yonkers, NY, February 1, 1844--March 31, 1845 19, [120] pp. 12mo. 
(6-1/4” x 3-3/4”).

Quarter sheep over marbled boards, printed paper title panel to 
front board (reading Diary for 1844. Published by Jansen & Bell, 
158 Nassau-Street, New York). Light rubbing to boards, moderate 
rubbing to extremities with wear to spine ends and corners, spine 
abraded, a few cracks to text block. Light toning to text, some 
leaves have light foxing, a few have faint dampstains. “Scrugham 
1844” to front free endpaper, rectos and versos of most leaves fi lled 
in small neat hand.                                                                     $1,500.

 SCRUGHAM STUDIED AT  COLUMBIA COLLEGE  and 
read law in the offi ce of Samuel E. Lyon, in White Plains, New 
York, around 1836. When he was accepted to the County Board 
at White Plains as the supervisor for Yonkers, he was the youngest 
member, but he was popular and eventually became chairman. 
He continued to represent Yonkers for several years. In 1848 he 
was elected District Attorney of the county and in 1849 appointed 
lieutenant colonel of the 17th Regiment of State Militia, and the 
following year he was promoted to colonel. He infused new life 
into the regiment and was soon put in command of the Brigade 
as a Brigadier General. In 1849 he was nominated for Justice of the 

Supreme Court of the State, and upon taking his seat on the court, 
resigned his commission. In politics he was always a Democrat, 
but sided with the “Free Soilers” in 1848. A businessman and civic 
leader, he was the founder, Director and Secretary of the Yonkers 
Gas Light Company, an original trustee of the Yonkers Savings 
Bank, a director of the First National Bank of Yonkers, a director 
of the Yonkers and New York Fire Insurance Company, a trustee 
of the Yonkers Cemetery Association, one of the vestrymen of St. 
John’s Church and a Mason. 

The majority of entries in his dairy concern his work as an 
attorney. They cover the time period after he left the offi ce of Samuel 
E. Lyon in White Plains and set up his own practice. Scrugham’s 
entries concern cases, searching out property records, writing 
up leases, wills and codicils and meetings with clients. Scrugham 
mentions several meetings with Lyon. The diary also includes an 
almost separate manuscript account of two transatlantic crossings. 
He left for Liverpool, England, on August 6th, 1844, arriving there 
on the 2nd of September. He visited some local sites but headed 
to London, where he explored the city until the middle of October. 
He then traveled to France, visiting Paris. After Paris and stops at 
other cities, he sailed back to America on November 18th, after 
spending over three months in Europe. He returned to America 
in early January, 1845. He describes his sailing voyages in great 
detail (gale winds, masts breaking, waves washing over the decks, 
ship is blown off course, becalmed, etc.) as well as the various 
places he visited and the people he either met, or called upon. The 
entries for the last couple of months (January-March 1845) resume 
descriptions of his daily life and law practice. 

D I A R Y  O F  A  P R O M I N E N T  Y O N K E R S ,  N E W  Y O R K ,  L A W Y E R ,  J U D G E  A N D  P O L I T I C I A N
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[MANUSCRIPT] .
SCUDDER, S., JUSTICE. 

Justice Docket [Spine Title]. 

Cattaraugus County, NY, 1861-1862.
[xxiv], 396 pp. 61 pp. Folio (14” x 9”).

Reversed calf, black-stamped fi llets to boards, raised bands and 
lettering pieces to spine, marbled endpapers. Moderate rubbing 
to boards, heavier rubbing to extremities with wear to board 
edges and corners, spine abraded, chipping to spine ends, joints 
starting. 61 pp. of manuscript entries plus, 24 pp. thumb-tabbed 
alphabetical index of names, all in a neat hand, light toning to 
text.                                                     $1,250.

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY IS  LOCATED  in north-
western New York, directly south of Buffalo with one side 
bordering Pennsylvania. The county was created in 1808 and later 
organized in 1817. Little Valley is the county seat and possibly the 
place where the Justice’s Court was located. As indicated by the 
number of prominent people recorded in out 1861-1862 docket, 
this court was a principal venue for settling legal disputes. Some 
of the more distinguished parties are Albert G. Dow [1808-1908], a 
noted merchant, president of the First National Bank of Salamanca 
and state senator, Benjamin F. Franklin [1791-1868], a notable 
abolitionist, county judge, Cuba Bank president and co-founder 
of Randolph Academy (later known as the Chamberlain Institute) 
and attorney Benjamin Mosher [1802-1868], a leading practitioner 
of the Justice’s Court. Historical Gazetteer and Biographical 
Memorial of Cattaraugus County, N.Y. 341.

[MANUSCRIPT] .
[SMITH, JOSEPH]. 

Precedents. 

Southern England, c. 1795. Approximately 200 ff. with content, most 
leaves have content to rectos and versos. Folio (12-1/2” x 8”).

Contemporary fl exible sheep, blind rules to boards, “Precedents” 
in early hand to head of front cover. Moderate rubbing and scuffi ng 
to boards, heavier wear to extremities, corners worn away, spine 
mostly perished, covers and text block secure, a few leaves loose 
or partially detached, later armorial bookplate of Hubert Smith-
Stanier to front pastedown, a leaf of notes in his hand laid in. 
“Joseph Smith/ 1795” to recto of fi rst leaf, light toning to text, content 
written in elegant hand, some edgewear to laid-in leaf of notes. An 
interesting item.                                                                         $1,500.

JOSEPH SMITH WAS A  TOWN CLERK  in southern 
England. Carefully compiled in an elegant hand, his book of 
precedents consists mostly of indentures and articles of agreement. 
The fi rst 181 leaves are numbered. There are a few blank leaves in 
the sequence and several un-numbered leaves at the rear of the 
book. The neat hand, which is free of corrections, numbered blank 
leaves and other blank leaves suggest this manuscript was an 
incomplete fair copy of a reference work. The laid-in notes are a 
biography of Smith by Smith-Stanier [1823-1911], a relative of Smith 
and notable English folklorist. 

No 64

No 63
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[MANUSCRIPTS] .
BLACKSTONE, SIR WILLIAM [1723-1780].
[STEEVENS, GEORGE (1736-1800)]. 

[Autograph Letter (in Third Person) to George Steevens, 
London, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 26 April 1779].

[AND]
[Autograph Transcription Signed (‘W.B.’), 1 April 1779, 
London, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 26 April 1779].

Two 9-1/2” x 7-1/2” bifolia, fi ve pages of text (both with archival 
guard at inner edge). Light toning, vertical and horizontal fold lines. 
“Autograph of Judge Blackstone, given me by his great-nephew” 
to head of autograph transcription.                                       $12,500.

BLACKSTONE ’S  OBSERVATIONS ON SHAKESPEARE . 
Addressed to the eminent Shakespearean George Steevens, the 
letter discusses Blackstone’s critical notes on Shakespeare, which 
were ultimately published the following year (after his death) in 
Edmund Malone’s supplement to the 1778 edition of Shakespeare’s 
plays by Samuel Johnson and George Steevens. Blackstone 
returns a transcription of the notes “together with the new ones 
that have occurred on a transient Perusal of Mr Steevens’s second 
edition. He will see that Sir W[illia]m (Author-like) continues a 
little prejudiced in favour of One of his Emendations, which Mr 
Steevens is afraid of proposing: but, to make amends, he has given 
up another to Mr Steevens’s more accurate Judgement.” He adds 
that there is no need to send a transcript of the new “observations,” 
and concludes with a note on a legal case: “Inquiry has been made 
at the Exchequer; - & [the] Result is, that nothing can be done 
there till the Fine is estreated, & then it may be discharged upon 
Motion supported by Affi davit.” The autograph transcription that 
accompanies the letter is a carefully exact copy of a letter written 
by William Warburton [1698-1779], the churchman, writer and 
literary critic best known for his editions of Pope and Shakespeare, 
in 1726. It discusses literary imitation in the works of English poets, 
especially Addison’s Cato. 

65
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66 [MANUSCRIPTS] .
[MAINE]. 

[Sheriff’s Dockets]. 

Sagadahoc County, Maine, 1876-1912. 8 ledgers (14” x 8-1/2”) and 1 
Index volume (14” x 4”).

Ledgers: three-quarter sheep over marbled or cloth boards, 
printed volume numbers to spines and front board of six volumes; 
index volume; Marbled stiff wrappers with cloth-reinforced spines, 
thumb-tabbed. Varying degrees of wear to extremities, text blocks 
secure, some scuffi ng to boards. Moderate toning, occasional faint 
dampstaining minor, various related clippings pasted in or laid in. 
An unusually large manuscript record.                                    $1,250.

A COMPELLING COLLECTION of low-level legal activity in 
Sagadahoc County, Maine, from 1876 to 1912. These ledgers record 
thousands of forms, costs and legal actions throughout the county, 
such as writs, injunctions, subpoenas, summons and warrants. Each 
ledger contains an alphabetical index of names. Printed column 
headings include “Precept When Rec’d,” “Attorneys,” “Names of 
Parties,” “Residence,” “Amount of Execution,” “When and Where 
Returnable,” “Service and Travel,” “Extra Fees,” “What For,” “Amount 
of Fees,” “Amount Paid Out” and “When Served and Remarks.” In 
total, these ledgers comprise a comprehensive repository of legal 
activity in Sagadahoc County over a period of 35 years.
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MAZZOLINI,  SILVERSTRO, DA PRIERIO 
[1456-1527]. 

Compendium in Johannem Capreolum cum Additionibus. 

[Cremona: Carolus de Darleriis, 15 and 28 Apr. 1497]. [320] ff. 
Collation: [*4], a-n8, aa-kk8, ll-mm4, A-C8, D6, E4, AA-DD8, EE-
GG6, HH4, (1-9)4. Complete. Quarto (9-1/4” x 7”).

Contemporary calf with elaborate blind stamping, over wooden 
boards, rebacked with raised bands, blind ornaments and gilt  
title, traces of clasps. Light rubbing and minor worming to boards, 
moderate rubbing to board edges, hinges cracked. 46-line text in 
parallel columns, occasionally rubricated in red, with 8 initials in 
interlocking red and blue with fi ne purple penwork decoration, 
other initials in red. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in 
places, early annotations to front pastedown, other annotations 
and owner signature dated 1606 of Isaias Silberschlag, to title 
page, occasional annotations in his hand to text. A handsome copy 
of a rare imprint.                                                                      $10,000.

A  P O W E R F U L  O P P O N E N T  O F  M A R T I N  L U T H E R

67

Details from No 67

FIRST EDITION.  Mazzolini, a theologian and wide-ranging 
scholar, was an inquisitor and censor of books for Rome. An early 
opponent of Martin Luther, he was involved in the juridical process 
against him. (Mazzolini was also involved in cases against Johann 
Reuchlin, Pietro Pomponazzi and Erasmus). A great deal of his 
scholarship was devoted to the works of St. Thomas Aquinas. Also 
known as the Egregium vel Potius Divinum Opus in Iohannem 
Capreolum, Mazzolini’s  Compendium is a commentary on the 
works of another Aquinas scholar, Jean Capreolus [c.1380-c.1444]. 
Silberschlag, the former owner of this copy, was a professor of 
theology at the University of Erfurt. This is a scarce imprint. We 
located only two auction records for it, one in 1991, the other in 
2002. OCLC locates 5 copies in North America (Cornell, Library 
of Congress, Morgan Library, St. Bonaventure University, Yale). 
Goff, Incunabula in American Libraries V519. Gesamtkatalog der 
Wiegendrucke M642160. See additional illustration on page 6.
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No 68

E A R LY  E N G L I S H - L A N G U A G E  E D I T I O N  O F  A  L A N D M A R K  I N 
E I G H T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y  P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E

MONTESQUIEU, CHARLES LOUIS DE 
SECONDAT, BARON DE [1689-1755].
[NUGENT, THOMAS (C.1700-1772), TRANSLATOR]. 

The Spirit of Laws. Translated from the French of M. 
de Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu. Corrected and 
Considerably Improved. 

London: Printed for J. Nourse, And P. Vaillant, 1758. Two volumes. 
xl, [20], 451, [1]; [ii], xvi, 483, 49 pp. Text in Volume I followed by 
one-page publisher advertisement; Volume II followed by three 
pages of publisher advertisements. Octavo (7-3/4” x 5”). 

Contemporary calf, gilt double rules to boards, lettering pieces, 
gilt-edges raised bands and gilt ornaments to spines. Some minor 
nicks and scuffs to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities, a 
bit of chipping to spine ends, boards beginning to separate, but 
secured by cords, corners bumped and somewhat worn. Light 
toning, somewhat heavier in places, some places have faint, 
mostly very faint, dampstaining. An attractive set.                  $500. 

THIRD ENGLISH EDITION.  De L’Esprit des Lois was one 
of the landmark works of eighteenth-century political science 
and an immeasurable infl uence on jurisprudence and political 
thought, especially in the Americas. It was a profound infl uence on 
the founding fathers, such as Thomas Jefferson, and the framers 
of the U.S. Constitution. It contained provocative and wide-
ranging ideas on the sociology of law, the separation of political 
powers and the need for checks on a powerful executive offi ce. 
First published in Geneva in 1748, and fi rst translated into English 
in 1750, it remains one of the most signifi cant studies of political 
and legal theory ever written. Based on Montesquieu’s study of 
the English Constitution, this work is important as the fi rst work 
to propose the separation of powers, an idea incorporated into 
the U.S. Constitution. “In many ways one of the most remarkable 
works of the eighteenth century”: Carter and Muir, Printing and the 
Mind of Man 197. Sowerby 2325. ESTC T90871. 

A N  I M P O R TA N T  E A R LY  L A W  D I C T I O N A R Y

NEBRIJA,  ANTONIO DE [C.1444-1522], COMPILER.
CACCIALUPI, GIOVANNI BATTISTA [C. 1420-1496].
ALBERICO, DA ROSATE [C.1290-1360].

Vocabularius Utriusque Iuris Diffi cillimas Quasque Voces 
Iuxta Receptos Iuris Interpretes Edifferens: Nunc Demum 
Exactissima Cura Recognitus: Ac (Velut e Sordibus Errorum 
Erutus) Supraq; Cuiusuis Alterius Editionis Auxesinb non 
Paucis Vocabulis Elegantissimis hac Ultima Impressione 
Locupletatus. Adiectae Sunt Etiam Quamplurimaenon 
Solum Dictiones, Verumetiam Lineae: Qua in Studiosorum 
Gratiam Suis Locis Nuper Appositae hoc Signo )( Praefi xae 
Fuerunt. 

Venice: Apud Hieronymum Scotum, 1547. 471, [1] pp. Main text in 
parallel columns. Octavo (6” x 4”).

Later diced quarter calf over marbled boards, gilt title and 
ornaments to spine, speckled edges, endpapers renewed. Light 
rubbing to boards and extremities, corners bumped and somewhat 
worn, recent owner stamp to verso of front free endpaper. Light 
toning to text, a bit heavier in places, worming to top-edges of 28 
leaves with minor loss to headlines, light foxing to a few leaves. An 
attractive copy.                                                                            $1,750.

LATER EDITION.  A work of great authority, this popular 
dictionary was fi rst published in 1506 as part of a volume of 
collected works. It went through more than twenty-fi ve editions, 
with several variations in content, during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. It is a humanistic work grounded in philology 
and historical commentary. Nebrija was an important Spanish 
scholar and educator. Educated at the universities of Salamanca 
and Bologna, he read widely in law, medicine and theology. His 
philological work, which included the fi rst Spanish grammar and 
dictionary, led to the standardization of the language. In 1502 
he was a member of a group of scholars gathered by Cardinal 
Ximenes de Cisneros at Alcala to produce the Complutensian 
Polyglot Bible. This edition also includes Caccialupi’s Tractatus de 
Modo Studendi in Utroque Iure, an introductory textbook for law 
students, and Rosate’s Breve Compendiolum de Orthographia, a 
guide to legal writing. OCLC locates 1 copy of this edition, in Italy 
(Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore). This edition not in Adams. 
EDIT16 CNCE31731.

68 69
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[NUREMBERG]. 

Reformacion der Kayserlichen Stat Nuremberg. 

[Nuremberg: Hieronymus Höltzel, 1503]. [x], XVIII, CXX ff. Folio 
(12-1/2” x 8-1/2”).

Contemporary paneled calf, bosses to corners and centers of 
boards, raised bands and blind-stamped ornaments to spine, 
clasps lacking, buckles present. Boards rubbed, heavier rubbing 
to spine and extremities with wear to bottom edge, chipping to 
head of spine, lower half lacking, pastedowns loose, early owner 
signature and recent owner bookplate to front pastedown. 
Hand-colored full-page woodcut to verso of title page, wide-
margined text. Light toning to text, slightly heavier in places, faint 
dampstaining to margins of a few leaves, light soiling to title page. A 
handsome copy of a rare imprint.                                           $7,000.

THE SECOND “OFFICIAL”  or fourth edition of the Nuremberg 
city code. Nuremberg was the center of the Renaissance in Germany 

70

R A R E  1 5 0 3  E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  N U R E M B E R G  C I V I C  C O D E  W I T H  A  H A N D S O M E  H A N D - C O L O R E D  W O O D C U T  L E A F

and was its leading cultural and intellectual center until the end of 
the sixteenth century. These qualities are refl ected in the contents 
and design of this volume. Enacted in 1479 and fi rst printed in 1484, 
with two unauthorized issues printed in Augsburg in 1488 and 1489, 
the Reformacion, or Reformed Civic Legal Code, of Nuremberg is 
known for its humanistic orientation, straightforward language and 
elegant production. It is also notable as the collection of German 
city laws to be issued in print. For these reasons, and its circulation 
in print, it became, as Stobbe notes, it “the most important and 
most infl uential” collection of city laws during the early modern 
period. The large hand-colored woodcut Hieronymus Hölzel’s 
verso title is a modifi ed version of the fi rst edition of Koberger. It 
shows the crowned imperial coat of arms between the civic coats 
of arms, which are held by an angel, St. Lawrence, with the gridiron 
on which he was martyred, and St. Sebaldus, holding a model of 
his namesake church in Nuremberg, and an angel with a banner. 
Stobbe, Geschichte der Deutschen Rechtsquellen II:297. OCLC 
locates 6 copies, 2 in North America (Michigan State University, 
New York Public Library). VD16 N2026. 

Details from No 70. See page 60 for additional details. 
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OTTO, EVERHARD [1686-1756]. 

De Tutlea Viarum Publicarum Liber Singularis; Cujus Pars 
I. Est de Diis Vialibus, II. De Magistratibus Viocuris, & III. 
De Legibus ad Viarum Securitatem Pertinentibus. 

Utrecht: Apud A. Hofmans et J.S. Bosch, 1731. [xiv], 570, [8] pp. 
Copperplate allegorical frontispiece. Octavo (7-1/4” x 4-1/2”).

Contemporary vellum, early hand-lettered title to spine, edges 
rouged. Light soiling to boards and spine, spine ends lightly 
bumped. Moderate toning to text, faint stains from laid-in fl owers 
in a few places, some leaves have recent notes in faint pencil. An 
attractive copy of a scarce title.                                                $1,250.

No 71

71

T H E  R O M A N  L A W  O F  H I G H W A Y S

FIRST  EDITION.  An interesting treatise on laws concerning 
roadways or actions committed on them according to Roman 
law. A second edition was published in 1734. Otto was a leading 
jurist of the Dutch Elegant School of Jurisprudence, which was 
distinguished by its commitment to humanist ideals and polished 
Latin prose. Both editions of this work are scarce. OCLC locates 
7 copies of the fi rst edition in North America, 3 in law libraries 
(Columbia, Library of Congress, UC-Berkeley). Dekkers 127.
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R A R E  I M P R I N T  O F  A  P R O F I TA B L E  B O O K E  
T H AT  I S  N O T  L I S T E D  I N  B E A L E

PERKINS,  JOHN [D. 1545]. 

A Profi table Booke of Maister Iohn Perkins, Felowe of the 
Inner Temple Treating of the Lawes of Englande. 

[London]: Apud Richardum Totell, [c.1560-1565]. 19, 168 ff. 
Complete except for blank leaf C4, which precedes Fol. 1. Octavo 
(5-1/4” x 3-3/4”). 

Attractive late-nineteenth century maroon polished calf, blind 
frames to boards, raised bands and gilt titles to spine, endpapers 
renewed. Negligible light rubbing to spine ends and joints. Top 
edge gilt. The fi rst leaf of the proem has a splendid decorated initial 
illuminated in gold against a blue background, main text has a 
woodcut decorated initial. Early underlining and brief annotations 
to a few leaves. Offsetting to margins of endleaves, negligible light 
wear and browning to a few leaves, interior otherwise fresh. A 
desirable copy of a rare imprint.                                             $3,500.

EARLY EDITION  of a work fi rst published in 1528. Main text in 
Law-French, preface in Latin. A popular work during the sixteenth 

Details from No 72

72

and early seventeenth centuries that was held in high regard by 
Coke, Perkins’ Profi table Booke went through numerous editions 
in both English and Law-French. Devoted mostly to the land law 
as developed in the Year Books, it is divided into the following 
topics: grants, deeds, feoffments, exchanges, dower, curtesy, 
wills, devises, surrenders, reservations, and conditions. According 
to Marvin, “the English translations are, more or less, inaccurate, 
and have accumulated errors...the French editions, therefore, are 
generally to be preferred” (563). 

This copy does not have a publication date, but its colophon, 
pagination (stated above) and printing errors suggest either 1560 
or 1565. The colophon reads: “Imprinted at Lon-/ don in fl etestrete 
with-/ in temple barre, at the signe of/ the hande and starre, by/ 
Richarde Tottle”; leaf 154 is numbered 167. All of the imprints listed 
in Beale have printed dates. However, Pollard and Redgrave list 
two undated imprints with the provisional dates of 1560 and 1565. 
Records on OCLC with an identical colophon, pagination and 
printing errors of our copy state 1560, except for Harvard, which 
gives a provisional date of 1559. Our copy thus falls between the 
1555 and 1567 Tottel editions. OCLC locates 7 copies. Holdsworth, 
History of English Law V:388. Pollard & Redgrave 19634/19634.5. 
ESTC S4042.

Details from No 75
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R A R E  I M P R I N T  O F  A  P R O F I TA B L E  B O O K E 
“ O N E  O F  T H E  H A N D F U L  O F  F I R S T- R AT E  E C O N O M I C  T R E AT I S E S 

A N D  A  C L A S S I C  O N  I T S  S U B J E C T ”

[PETTY,  SIR WILLIAM (1623-1687)] . 

A Discourse of Taxes and Contributions: Shewing the 
Nature and Measures of Crown-Lands, Assessments, 
Customs, Poll-Moneys, Lotteries, Benevolence, Penalties, 
Monopolies, Offi ces, Tythes, Hearth, Excise, &c. With 
Several Intersperst Discourses and Digressions Concerning 
Wars, The Church, Universities, Rents and Purchases, 
Usury and Exchange, Banks and Lombards, Registries for 
Conveyances, Beggars, Ensurance, Exportation of Money, 
Wooll, Free Ports, Coins, Housing, Liberty of Conscience, 
&c. The Same Being Frequently Applied to the State and 
Affairs of Ireland, And is Now Thought Seasonable for the 
Present Affairs of England; Humbly Recommended to the 
Present Parliament. 

London: Printed for Edward Poole, 1689. [x], 72 pp. Lacking half-
title and two initial blank leaves. Quarto (7-3/4” x 6”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into later cloth, gilt title to spine, 
endleaves renewed. Light rubbing, a few minor stains, spine ends 
and corners bumped. Very light browning and light foxing to text, 
early repairs to margins of a few leaves.                                $3,500. 
 
SIXTH AND FINAL  EDITION.  Petty, an economist, scientist 
and philosopher, is considered the father of laissez-faire economic 
policy and an important theorist of the division of labor. Originally 
published in 1662, A Discourse of Taxes and Contributions, 
addresses the theoretical foundations of value and wages, profi t or 
surplus, interest, the value of land, and foreign exchange. “Written 
in the midst of urgent practical tasks, the Treatise was plainly 
occasioned by another question of great immediate importance - 
the reorganisation of the Revenue by the Restoration Parliament. 
However, in contrast to the many economic treatises written in 
defence of concrete interests, while professing to be unbiased 
theoretical pronouncements, Petty’s work is even more remarkable 
for its theoretical digressions than for its acute and important 
analysis of its immediate subject. So far from making any claim to 
scientifi c detachment, it contains a devastating attack on his bêtes 
noires, the parasites on the body politic, primarily the clergy and 
the lawyers, but its greatest achievement is his searching treatment 
of the main problems of scientifi c economics. The book is brimful 
of brilliant ideas, although it inevitably suffers from the defects of its 
qualities - lack of system, prejudice and sometimes inconsistency. 
These blemishes cannot shake its position as one of the handful of 
fi rst-rate economic treatises and a classic on its subject” (Strauss). 
All editions of this work are scarce. OCLC locates 16 copies of the 
sixth edition, 9 in North America, none in law libraries. Strauss, Sir 
William Petty: Portrait of a Genius 176. ESTC R20953.

A  S C A R C E  M C D A D E  I T E M

PHILLIPS,  JAMES JETER,  DEFENDANT. 

The Drinker Farm Tragedy. Trial and Conviction of James 
Jeter Phillips, For the Murder of His Wife. With Portraits. 

Richmond: Published by J. Wall Turner, V.L. Fore, Printer), 1868. 96 
pp. 2 full- page woodcut portraits (of Phillips and his wife, Mrs. 
Mary Emma Phillips). Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-1/2”). 

Original printed wrappers, with advertisements for various 
Richmond businesses rear and inside front covers. Negligible light 
soiling and shelfwear, light toning to interior. An exceptionally well 
preserved copy.                                                                             $750.

ONLY EDITION.   “Phillips, a scion of a ‘good’ Virginia family, 
twenty-four years old, murdered his wife Emily, who was ten years 
older, on a Henrico County, Virginia, roadside near Drinker’s farm. 
He shot her with a small pistol, and her body was unidentifi ed 
for three months” (McDade). OCLC locates 4 copies in North 
American law libraries (Duke, Harvard, University of Virginia, Yale). 
McDade 747.

No 74
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[POLONUS, MARTINUS (D.1278)] .

Margarita Decreti Seu Tabula Martiniana. 

[Strassburg: Printer of the 'Casus Breves Decretalium' (Georg 
Husner?)], 1493. [106] ff. Final leaf blank. Thumb-tabbed. Collation: 
a8 b-q6 r8. Complete. Folio (11" x 7-1/2").

With fi nal blank, initials and capital strokes rubricated throughout 
(some wormholes, a few minor marginal holes, occasional spotting 
or staining).

Contemporary quarter calf with elaborate blind-tooling over 
wooden boards, two contemporary diagrams relating to horizontal 
sundials to front board, clasp lacking. Moderate rubbing, minor 
worming, light scuffi ng to calf-covered sections of boards, light 
gatoring to spine, early owner inscription dated 1528 to front, owner 
inscription of the Franciscan convent of Munich to head of title 
page. 52-line text in parallel columns, initials and capital strokes 
in red. Moderate toning, occasional spotting or staining, negligible 
minor worming in places.                                                       $13,500.

LATER EDITION. An important early legal reference work, The 
Margarita Decretalium, i.e. “Pearls of the Decretals,” is the index 
to the decretals of the Decretals of Gregory IX (or Liber Extra). First 
printed in 1481, the Margarita was probably assembled during 
the late thirteenth century, some time before the appearance of 
the Liber Sextus in 1298. There are twelve incunable editions. Our 
1493 imprint is the tenth. OCLC locates 3 copies in North America 
(Huntington Library, Library of Congress, Yale Law School). Goff, 
Incunabula in American Libraries V327. Gesamtkatalog der 
Wiegendrucke M21422.

75

Details from No 75

AN IMPORTANT EARLY LEGAL REFERENCE WORK
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RIVA DI SAN NAZARRO, 
GIANFRANCESCO [C.1480-1535] (RIPA, GIOVANNI 
FRANCESCO DA).

In Primam, & Secundam Infortiati Partem Commentaria: 
Quibus Quid Nuper Accesserit, Quod Hactenus in Caeteris 
Prioribus Editionibus Desiderabatur....

Venice: Apud Iuntas, 1575. 143 ff. Main text in parallel columns.

[BOUND AFTER].

RIVA DI SAN NAZARRO, GIANFRANCESCO. 
(RIPA, GIOVANNI FRANCESCO DA). 

Repertorium in Omnia Opera Praestantissimi Iurisconsulti 
D. Ioannis Francisci Ripae à S. Nazario, Papiensis, Ordine 
Elementario Singulas Quascunque tum Verborum.... 

Venice: Apud Iuntas, 1575. 56 ff. Main text in parallel columns.

Folio (16-1/2” x 11”). Contemporary vellum, raised bands and 
calligraphic title to spine, ties lacking. Light rubbing, some staining 
and minor worming to boards, rubbing to extremities with wear 
to spine bands, spine ends and corners, which are bumped, 
front pastedown loose, some worming to hinges and rear 
pastedown. Each title page features large woodcut Giunta device 
in architectural border. Moderate toning, minor dampstaining 
and foxing in a few places, early owner inscription to front free 
endpaper. Ex-private (?) library. Tiny inkstamp to foot of title page 
of Repertorium.                                                                         $2,000. 

LATER EDITIONS .  Riva di San Nazarro, a Lombard noble, 
was a learned jurist and humanist scholar. His many works, all 
commentaries on aspects of Roman and canon law, went through 
several editions and were often excerpted and anthologized. The 

two titles in this volume are from a deluxe series published by 
Giunta in 1575-1576. (All but the Repertorium are bibliographically 
distinct.) The Repertorium is an index to this set. In Primam, & 
Secundam Infortiati is a commentary on the books from the 
Digest of the Corpus Juris Civilis concerning aspects of personal 
and family law, such as donations between husband and wife, 
divorce, curatorship, wills and testaments and trusts and legacies. 
(The Medieval Glossators divided the 50 books of the Digest into 
three parts: Digestum Vetus, I-XXIV, Title 2, Infortiatum, XXIV, 
Title 3-XXXVIII, and Digestum Novum, XXXIX-L. This division 
was observed into the early modern era.) EDIT16 CNCE36378, 
CNCE36379.

Details from No 76
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77

V A I N  M O D I S H  L A D I E S 

SHANNON, FRANCIS BOYLE,  VISCOUNT 
[1623-1699].
 
Discourses Useful for the Vain Modish Ladies and their 
Gallants Under these Following Heads, Viz I. Of Some of the 
Common Ways Many Vertuous Women Take to Lose their 
Reputation, &c. II. Of Meer Beauty-Love, &c. III. Of Young 
Mens Folly in Adoring Young Handsom Ladies, &c. IV. Of the 
Power Womens Beauty Exercises Over Most Young Men. 
V. Of the Inconstancy of Most Ladies, Especially Such as 
are Cry’d-up Beauties, &c. VI. Of Marriage, and of Wives 
who Usurp a Governing Power Over their Husbands. VII. 
Of the Inequality of Many Marriages, With the Sad End 
that Usually Attend Such Matches. VIII. Against Maids 
Marrying for Meer Love, &c. IX. Against Keeping of Misses 
XI. Of the Folly of Such Women as Think to Shew Their 
Wit By Censuring of Their Neighbours. XII. Of the French 
Fashions and Dresses, &c. XIII. Of Wordly Praises Which 
All Ladies Love to Receive, but Few Strive to Deserve. XIV. 
Useful Advices to the Vain Modish Ladies, for the Well-
Regulating Their Beauty and Lives. 

[London]: Printed for J. Taylor, At the Ship in S. Paul’s Church-Yard, 
1696. [xx], 60, 199, [1] pp. Each discourse has caption title; register and 
pagination begin anew with the third discourse. Octavo (6-3/4” x 4”).

Contemporary mottled calf, blind rules to boards, raised bands 
and lettering piece to spine, hinges mended. A few minor nicks, 
light rubbing to extremities, corners bumped and somewhat worn. 
Light toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, early inkstains to 
rear free endpaper. A handsome, well-preserved copy of a rare 
title.                                                                                           $3,500.

ONLY EDITION,  ONE OF  TWO  issues from 1696. Boyle was 
a privy councillor of Ireland and held the offi ce of governor of County 
Cork. He was married to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert Killigrew 
and sister of the dramatist Thomas Killigrew. His wife had a daughter 
by Charles II, Charlotte Jemima Fitzroy [ca. 1650-1684]. Counting 
both issues, OCLC locates 10 copies worldwide. ESTC R222490. 
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H U M A N I S T I C  B I O G R A P H I E S 
O F  T H E  G R E AT  J U R I S T S  O F  A N C I E N T  R O M E

RUTILIO,  BERNARDINO [1504-1538]. 

Iurisconsultorum Vitae. 

Rome: Romae: Apud Antonium Bladum, 1536. [xvi], CCCLXVII, [1] 
pp. Octavo (6” x 4”).

Contemporary limp boards, later hand-lettered title to spine. Light 
soiling, moderate rubbing to extremities, spine darkened, hinges 
cracked, upper section lacking from front free endpaper, which is 
pasted to front pastedown. Light toning to text, somewhat heavier 
in places, occasional brief early annotations, minor worming to a 
few leaves, light soiling to title page.                                      $2,000.

FIRST  EDITION.  Rutilio was Italian jurist and humanist 
scholars. He was also one of the fi rst authors to compile 
biographies of lawyers. Iurisconsultorum Vitae describes the lives 
and achievements of 77 Roman jurists, from Papirius to Tribonian. 
Distinguished by its discerning criticism and careful use of sources, 
the work was well-received. It went through later editions in 1537, 
1538, 1539, 1545, 1584 and 1718. All editions are scarce. OCLC 
locates 2 copies of the fi rst edition in North America (University of 
Minnesota Law School, Yale). EDIT16 CNCE24161.

H A N D S O M E  P O R T R A I T  O F  B R A N D E I S ,  S I G N E D  B Y  T H E  A R T I S T

RUTMAN, HERMAN S.  [1889-1952].
[BRANDEIS, LOUIS D. (1856-1941)].

[Portrait of Brandeis]. 

[Washington, DC?, 1933]. 23-1/4” x 18” pencil portrait on arches 
paper, signed by Rutman, laid down on illustration board. Light 
toning, small chip to edge near bottom, easily covered by a matte, 
otherwise fi ne. Handsome.                                                         $500.

RUTMAN WAS AN ARTIST  and illustrator who worked 
in Philadelphia. Probably based on a photograph, this portrait 
appears to have been an illustration for a newspaper or magazine. 
Brandeis was an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court at the 
time of this portrait. 
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[SLAVERY] .
[KANSAS]. 
[HOPKINS, JAMES HERRON [1832-1904].
HOWARD, BENJAMIN C., REPORTER.

Report of the Decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and the Opinions of the Judges Thereof, in the Case 
of Dred Scott Versus John F.A. Sandford. December Term 
1856. 

Washington: Cornelius Wendell, 1857. 289 pp. 

FIRST  EDITION.

[BOUND WITH]
“Minority Report of Hon. William H. Welsh, From the 
Select Committee to Which was Referred the Resolutions 
Relative to the Decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the Dred Scott Case,” Daily Legislative Record, 
No. 99, [Harrisburg]: Published by Geo. Bergner & Co., For 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, May 11, 1857. pp. 1-6 

[AND]
25 Speeches and Articles on Issues Relating to the 
Admission to Kansas to the Union. 

27 items in all. Octavo (8-1/2” x 5-1/2”). Stab-stitched pamphlets 
and newspaper articles bound into recent cloth, gilt title to spine 
(reading Howard, Report of the Decision of Supreme Court in 

80

V O L U M E  O F  2 7  I T E M S  C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  A D M I S S I O N  O F  K A N S A S  T O  T H E  U N I O N  A S  E I T H E R  A  S L A V E  O R  F R E E  S TAT E , 
I N C L U D E S  A  F I R S T  E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  D R E D  S C O T T  R E P O R T  A N D  2  I T E M S  W I T H  T H E  S I G N AT U R E  O F  S T E P H E N  A .  D O U G L A S

Details from No 80

Dred Scott Case). Light rubbing to extremities, light toning to 
contents, somewhat heavier in places, occasional clean tears, a 
few repaired with archival tape. Some items have annotations. A 
few clipped signatures, including those of Stephen Douglas and 
Simon Cameron, tipped-in. Ex-library. Location number to spine, 
small stamps to front endleaves, embossed stamp to title page of 
the Dred Scott Report.                                                             $3,500. 

FIRST  EDITION.  Later re-bound, this volume was compiled 
by Hopkins, a prominent Pittsburgh lawyer and businessman, later 
a Democratic member of the U.S. House of Representatives who 
represented the district surrounding Pittsburgh in 1875-1877 and 
1883-1885. The contents relate to the debate over the admission 
of Kansas to the Union as either a slave of free state. It includes 
the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the Dred Scott Case, which 
invalidated the Missouri Compromise, the act intended to balance 
the number of slave and free states. Dred Scott’s precedent 
enabled the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which declared 
that the people of Kansas should decide whether to enter the Union 
as a free or slave state. (This act led to several months of civil war 
between pro and anti-slavery settlers, the era known as “Bleeding 
Kansas.”) Several items appear to have been sent to Hopkins; 
affi xed to these are the signed transmittal and return addresses 
by legislators, some of them authors. The most prominent of 
these are Stephen A. Douglas [1813-1861], Senator, designer of 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act and rival of Abraham Lincoln, whose 
signature is affi xed to two items, and Simon Cameron [1799-
1889], Pennsylvania senator and Lincoln’s fi rst secretary of war. A 
complete list of the contents is available on request. 
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STAUNFORD, SIR WILLIAM [1509-1558].

Les Plees del Coron, Divisees in Plusors Titles & Comen 
Lieux. Per Queux Home Plus Redement & Plenairement 
Trovera Quelque Chose queil Quira, Touchant les Dits 
Plees. Dernierment Corrigee Avecques un Table Parfaicte 
des Choses Notables Contenues en Ycelle, Nouvelment 
Revue et Corrigee. 

[London]: In Aedibus Richardi Tottelli, 1574. [xiv], 198 ff. Collates 
complete.

[BOUND WITH]
An Exposition of the Kinges Prerogative Collected Out of the 
Great Abridgement of Iustice Fitzherbert, And Other Olde 
Writers of the Lawes of England. Whereunto is Annexed 
the Proces to the Same Prerogative Appertaynyng. 

[London]: Richarde Tottle, 1573. [i], 85 ff. Collates complete.

Quarto (7-3/4” x 5-1/2”). Contemporary calf, blind frames and 
large arabesques to boards, rebacked in period style with blind 
fi llets and raised bands, early hand-lettered title to fore-edge, 
ties lacking, corners repaired, hinges mended. Title page of Plees 

printed within large woodcut architectural border, woodcut 
decorated initials to both works. Light toning, underlining and 
annotations throughout in contemporary hand.                  $4,000.

THIS  HEAVILY  ANNOTATED VOLUME,  which contains 
two standard works of the Elizabethan era, provides excellent 
insights into the study habits of a contemporary law student, 
Henry Tilston, whose name appears on the title page of Plees. 
(He also notes that he purchased the book on 15 November 
1604 for 12 shillings.) First published in 1557, Staunford’s Plees 
is divided into three parts. The fi rst treats offences, the second 
treats jurisdiction, appeals, indictments, and defenses. The 
third addresses trials and convictions. Exposition of the Kinges 
Prerogative was fi rst published in 1567. It addresses discretionary 
rights enjoyed by the monarchy in foreign policy, domestic affairs, 
legal and governmental administration, religion and economic 
matters. The annotations, some in English, some in law-French, 
include extensive underlining, case citations, cross-references, 
references to other legal texts, glosses and analytical comments. 
He also added a list of twelve principles to a rear endleaf. He even 
records the dates when he completed the two books: “1 February” 
at the end of Plees and “24 february 1604 (i.e. 1604/5)” at the end 
of Exposition. The owner was probably Henry Tilston of Cheshire 
[b.1589]. He matriculated at Brasenose College, Oxford, in 1600 
and became a barrister of the Inner Temple in 1610. Beale T489 
(Plees), T493 (Kinges Prerogative). 

A N  E L I Z A B E T H A N  L A W  S T U D E N T  W O R K S  H I S  W A Y  T H R O U G H  S TA U N F O R D ’ S  P L E E S  A N D  K I N G E S  P R E R O G AT I V E
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STORY, JOSEPH [1779-1845].

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States; 
With a Preliminary Review of the Constitutional History 
of the Colonies and States, Before the Adoption of the 
Constitution. 

Boston: Hilliard, Gray and Company, 1833. Three volumes. xxxiv, 
[ii], 494; [ii], 555; [ii], 776 pp. Octavo (8-1/2” x 5-1/2”). 

Recent period-style calf, blind rules to boards, red and black 
lettering pieces and blind fi llets to spine, endpapers renewed. 
Internally clean and bright. A handsome set.                        $7,500.

FIRST  EDITION.  Story’s Commentaries was the most 
substantial and infl uential work written on the American 
Constitution before the Civil War, and it remains an important work 

today. Written while Story was Dane Professor at Harvard Law 
School and an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, it presented 
a strongly Nationalist interpretation. It is divided into three books. 
Book I contains a history of the colonies and discussion of their 
charters. Book II discusses the Continental Congress and analyzes 
the fl aws that crippled the Articles of Confederation. Book III 
begins with a history of the Constitution and its ratifi cation. This 
is followed by a brilliant line-by-line exposition of each of its 
articles and amendments. Comparing it to the Federalist, James 
Kent said that Story’s work was “written in the same free and 
liberal spirit, with equal exactness and soundness of doctrine, and 
with great beauty and eloquence of composition. (...) Whoever 
seeks...a complete history and exposition of this branch of our 
jurisprudence, will have recourse to [this] work, which is written 
with great candor, and characterized by extended research, 
and a careful examination of the vital principles upon which our 
government reposes.”: cited in Marvin 669-670. Cohen 2914. 
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AT T R A C T I V E  T H I R D  E D I T I O N  O F  S T O R Y ’ S  C O M M E N TA R I E S  O N  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N

STORY, JOSEPH. 
[BENNETT, E.H., EDITOR]. 

Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States: 
With a Preliminary Review of the Constitutional History 
of the Colonies and States, Before the Adoption of the 
Constitution. 

Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1858. Two volumes. 8, xxxiii, 
[ii], 735; [ii], 702 pp. (Eight-page publisher catalogue at beginning 
of Volume I.) Octavo (9” x 5-1/2”). 

Recent period-style quarter calf over cloth, raised bands, retaining 
original red morocco lettering pieces, endpapers renewed. Light to 
moderate toning, negligible foxing to a few leaves, some offsetting 
to margins of Volume I title page, internally clean. A nice copy in a 
handsome binding.                                                                    $1,500.

THIRD EDITION.  Cohen 2917. 
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E A R LY  F R E N C H  E D I T I O N  O F  S T O R Y ’ S 
C O M M E N TA R I E S  O N  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N

STORY, JOSEPH. 
ODENT,  PAUL ,  EDITOR AND TRANSLATOR . 

Commentaire Sur la Constitution des Etats-Unis Traduit du 
Commentaire de J. Story, Professeur de Droit a L’Universite 
de Harvard, Et Augmente des Observations de Mm. 
Jefferson, Rawle, De Tocqueville, Etc., Et de Notes Sur la 
Jurisprudence et L’Organisation Judicaire, par Paul Odent, 
Docteur en Droit, Avocat a la Cour Royale de Paris, Ancien 
Avocat aux Conseils du Roi et a la Cour de Cassation. 

Paris: Joubert, 1845. Two volumes. ix, lxxi, 390; [iii], 498, [1] pp. 
Octavo (8” x 5”). 

Contemporary quarter sheep over marbled boards, raised 
bands and lettering pieces to spines. Light rubbing to boards 
and extremities, a few minor nicks to spines, corners bumped. 
Moderate toning, occasional light foxing, internally clean. A 
handsome copy of an uncommon title.                                  $1,500.

REISSUE OF  THE F IRST  FRENCH EDITION  (1843) 
with a slightly different title. (The fi rst is entitled Commentaire 
Sur la Constitution Federale des Etats-Unis.) The fi rst complete 
translation into a foreign language, it is taken from Story’s fi rst 
abridged edition (1833). Along with Franz Joseph Buss’s Uber die 
Verfassungs-Urkunde der Vereinigten Staaten von Nord Amerika. 
Historischer Teil, Nach Story’s Commentarien Bearbeitet (1838), 
Odent’s preface is an important source of information on the 
European reception of Story’s work and the American Constitution. 
In addition to original notes Odent added relevant commentary by 
Jefferson, Rawle, Tocqueville and others and discussed aspects of 
the American government that could be adopted in Europe. OCLC 
locates 2 copies in North American law libraries (University of 
Alabama and University of Michigan). Cohen 2918. 

S T O R Y  O N  B A I L M E N T S ,  F I R S T  E D I T I O N

STORY, JOSEPH. 

Commentaries on the Law of Bailments, With Illustrations 
from the Civil and Foreign Law. 

Cambridge: Hilliard and Brown, 1832. xxxiv, 411 pp. Two tipped in 
leaves at rear with notes on both sides in an early hand. Octavo 
(8” x 5”). 

Contemporary sheep, blind fi llets to boards, lettering piece and 
blind fi llets to spine. Light rubbing and a few minor scuffs to boards, 
moderate rubbing to extremities, somewhat heavier rubbing to 
spine, corners bumped, hinges starting, minor worming to rear 
hinge. Moderate toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, a few 
sections of text have light foxing, upper corners of some leaves have 
fold lines, a few leaves have minor inkspatters. Early owner signature 
to head of title page, early marks in pencil to a few passages. A nice 
copy.                                                                                               $950.

FIRST  EDITION.  “Whatever was to be found in the English 
and American decisions, whatever Roman and Continental 
jurisprudence afforded on illustration of the law of bailments, 
Joseph Story collected and combined with surprising industry, 
and wonderful learning...Story’s Bailments affords one of the best 
examples, in modern times, of the illustration which our laws are 
susceptible of, by the aid of foreign jurisprudence.”: Marvin, Legal 
Bibliography 668-669. Cohen 2451.
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“A  T R U LY  L U M I N O U S  E X P O S I T I O N ”

STORY, JOSEPH. 

Commentaries on the Law of Partnership as a Branch of 
Commercial and Maritime Jurisprudence. With Occasional 
Illustrations from the Civil and Foreign Law. 

Boston: Charles C. Little & James Brown/London: A. Maxwell, 1841. 
xxi, 690 pp. Octavo (9” x 6”).

Contemporary sheep, blind fi llets to boards, raised bands and 
small lettering piece to spine. Light rubbing and some shallow 
scuffi ng to boards, moderate rubbing to extremities, somewhat 
heavier rubbing to spine, corners bumped. Moderate toning to 
text, light foxing in places, upper corners of some leaves have fold 
lines, a few have early underlining and other marks in pencil. An 
appealing copy.                                                                             $950.

FIRST  EDITION OF  ONE OF  STORY ’S  great treatises. 
Like the others, it was a standard work in the United States and, to 
some extent, Great Britain. In his Law Studies Samuel Warren said 
the Commentaries on the Law of Partnership is “a truly luminous 
exposition of a subject noted for its intricacy, and the subtlety of 
the rules upon which the system depends” (451). It was a deeply 
infl uential work as well. Indeed, Pound mentions it his list of texts 
that were “a signifi cant force in our legal development.”: The 
Formative Era of American Law 140. Cohen 9321. 

F I R S T  E D I T I O N  O F  S T O R Y ’ S  F I N A L  T R E AT I S E

STORY, JOSEPH. 

Commentaries on the Law of Promissory Notes, And 
Guaranties of Notes, And Checks on Banks and Bankers. 
With Occasional Illustrations from the Commercial Law 
of the Nations of Continental Europe. 

Boston: Charles C. Little & James Brown, 1845. xxviii, 675 pp. Two 
tipped-in leaves of notes in an early hand. Octavo (9-1/2” x 6”). 

Contemporary sheep, blind fi llets to boards, raised bands, blind 
fi llets and lettering piece to spine. Light rubbing and a few minor 
nicks to boards, moderate rubbing to spine and extremities, small 
chip to head of spine, front joint and hinge partially cracked. Light 
toning to text, somewhat heavier in places, light foxing and faint 
dampstaining to a few leaves.                                                    $950.

FIRST  EDITION OF  THE LAST  TREATISES  published by 
Story. “Joseph Story’s work on promissory notes was the last of his 
great treatises. (...) Unlike many of his predecessors, Story treated 
each aspect of commercial law separately in a series of works 
which included his treatises on agency (1839), partnership (1841), 
bills of exchange (1843) and fi nally the one on promissory notes. 
The inclusion of comparative sources from the commercial law of 
other countries refl ects Story’s view, expressed in his opinion for 
the Supreme Court in Swift v. Tyson (1842) that commercial law 
was international, not the ‘law of a single country only, but of the 
commercial world.”: Cohen 2561. 

A  T U R N I N G  P O I N T  I N  T H E  S T R U G G L E  T O  D E - S E G R E G AT E 
A M E R I C A N  S C H O O L S

[TRIAL] . 
[BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION].
[NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL FUND]. 

In the Supreme Court of the United States, October Term, 
1953: No. 1, Oliver Brown, Et al., Appellants, Vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka, Et al., Appellees: No. 2, Harry Briggs, 
Jr., Et al., Appellants, vs. R.W. Elliott, et al., Appellees: No. 
4, Dorothy E. Davis, Et al., Appellants, vs. County School 
Board of Prince Edwards County, Appellees: No. 10, Francis 
B. Gebhart, Et al., Petitioners, vs. Ethel Louise Belton, Et 
al., Respondents. Appeals from the United States District 
Court for the District of Kansas, The Eastern District of 
South Carolina and the Eastern District of Virginia, And 
on Petition for a Writ of Certiorari to the Supreme Court 
of Delaware, Respectively. Brief for Appellants in Nos. 1, 2 
and 4 and for Respondents in No. 10 on Reargument. 
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[New York: Supreme Printing Company, 1953]. xxxii, 235 pp. 
Octavo. (9” x 6.”)

Glued pamphlet in stiff self-wrappers. Negligible light soiling to 
exterior, binding slightly cocked, minor wear to spine ends and 
corners, light toning to interior. Early owner signature, and a bit 
of cellotape residue, with offsetting to facing leaf, to inside front 
cover, underlining and notes in pencil to a few passages. A well-
preserved copy overall.                                                             $1,250.

ISSUED BY  THE NAACP, this is a reprint of the brief fi led in 
the U.S. Supreme Court on November 16, 1953, in response to 
the Court’s order to set Brown v. Board of Education down for 
reargument after it was unable to decide the issue. The case was 
reargued on December, 9-11, 1953 and decided on May 17, 1954. 
The Court’s unanimous decision stated that “separate educational 
facilities are inherently unequal.” This landmark ruling paved the way 
for integration, was a major victory of the Civil Rights Movement 
and the model for several later cases. However, the decision did 
not specify ways to end racial segregation in schools. This resulted 
in the Court’s second decision on May 31, 1955, also known as 
Brown II, which ordered states to desegregate “with all deliberate 
speed,” an ambiguous order that remains a matter of debate. 

B R O U G H T  T O  J U S T I C E  B Y  T H E  P I N K E R T O N S

[TRIAL] . 
CALDWELL, OSCAR T., DEFENDANT.
SMITH, J. VICTOR, REPORTER. 

Trial of Oscar T. Caldwell, Late a Conductor on the Chicago 
and Burlington Railroad Line, For Embezzlement: Before the 
Recorders Court of the City of Chicago at the September 
Term, 1855. 

Chicago: Daily Democratic Press Steam Print, 1855. 35 pp. Text in 
parallel columns. Octavo (8-1/2” x 5-1/2”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in printed wrappers, spine reinforced. 
Light soiling, minor edgewear, spine abraded (but secure), 
some toning to text.                                                                  $650.

ONLY EDITION.   Caldwell’s trial was the result of an 
investigation by the Pinkerton detective agency, then a fi ve-year 
old company. Caldwell was convicted. The rear wrapper carries 
an advertisement for the Pinkerton & Company. OCLC locates 
6 copies in law libraries (Harvard, Library of Congress, Rutgers, 
St. John’s University, Social Law, University of Missouri). Cohen 
13985.

A  B O T C H E D  R O B B E R Y  L E A D S  T O  M A N S L A U G H T E R

[TRIAL] . 
COBURN, EDWARD O., DEFENDANT.
DALTON, BENJAMIN F., DEFENDANT.

Complete Report of the Trial of Edward O. Coburn, And 
Benjamin F. Dalton, For the Manslaughter of William 
Sumner. 

Boston: Burnham, Federhen, 1856. 58 pp. 4 woodcut portrait plates. 
Includes 4 pages of advertisements. Text in parallel columns. 
Octavo (8-3/4” x 5-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in pictorial wrappers. Light soiling to 
wrappers, some edgewear, light browning and faint dampstaining 
to wrappers and text.                                                                   $650.
                                                                                                        
ONLY EDITION.   Coburn and Dalton encountered Sumner 
when they were attempting to rob his house. They attacked 
Sumner and escaped. After Sumner died as a result of the assault, 
Coburn and Dalton were charged with manslaughter and tried at 
the Boston Municipal Court. They were acquitted of manslaughter, 
but convicted on a charge of assault and battery. This case was 
published by the Boston Daily Times and reported by that paper’s 
court reporter. OCLC locates 7 copies in law libraries (Columbia, 
Essex Law Library, Library of Congress, Harvard, Social Law, 
University of Minnesota, Washington University). Not in McDade. 
Cohen 12438.
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A  P R O T R A C T E D  P L A G I A R I S M  C A S E 
A G A I N S T  R I C H A R D  H E N R Y  D A N A

[TRIAL] . 
CURTIS, BENJAMIN ROBBINS [1809-1874].
DANA, RICHARD HENRY [1815-1882], DEFENDANT. 

Circuit Court of the United States. District of Massachusetts. 
William Beach Lawrence (in Equity) vs. R.H. Dana, Jr., Et 
Als. Closing Argument for the Complainant on the Question 
of Piracy. B.R. Curtis, J.J. Storrow, For the Complainant on 
the Question of Piracy. 

Boston: Alfred Mudge & Son, 1868. vii, [3]-255 pp. Octavo (10-
1/2” x 7”). 

Original printed wrappers. Spine abraded, a few chips to edges, 
light toning to text. Ex-library. Shelf number and hand-lettered 
institution name to head of front wrapper, small inkstamp to title 
page.                                                                                           $650.

ONLY EDITION.   William Beach Lawrence edited two editions 
of Henry Wheaton’s Elements of International Law. Dana, then 
the U.S. District Attorney for Massachusetts, was the editor of a 
later edition. Lawrence accused Dana of plagiarism and initiated 
a copyright lawsuit that lasted 13 years. The court supported 
Lawrence in minor matters, such as the arrangement of notes and 
verifi cation of citations, but maintained that Dana’s notes were 
original. The trial brought together some of the fi nest legal minds 
of the era, including Curtis, the former U.S. Supreme Court justice 
who had dissented in the Dred Scott Case and then resigned from 
the Court. OCLC locates 11 copies. HLC II:1129. No 91

“ T H E  M O S T  M Y S T E R I O U S  O F  A L L  T H E  C A S E S 
W H I C H  H A V E  B A P T I Z E D  C O N N E C T I C U T  I N  B L O O D ”

[TRIAL] . 
[HAYDEN, HERBERT H. (B.1850), DEFENDANT].
STANNARD, MARY [1856-1878].

Poor Mary Stannard! Full and Thrilling Story of the 
Circumstances Connected with Her Murder. History of 
the Monstrous Madison Crime. The Most Mysterious of 
All the Cases Which have Baptized Connecticut in Blood. 
The Only True and Reliable Account. The Clairvoyant’s 
Wonderful Story. 

New Haven: Stafford Print. Co., 1879. 47 pp. Octavo (9” x 5-1/2”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in printed wrappers with a woodcut 
portrait of Stannard. Faint fold lines, some wear to spine ends, a 
few small chips to edges, small dampstain to upper corner of front 
wrapper, some browning to text. A well-preserved copy.     $850. 

ONLY EDITION.   “In 1879, the body of Mary Stannard, twenty-
two, once the servant of Reverend Herbert H. Hayden, was found 
in one of Hayden’s fi elds in Madison, Conn. Her throat was cut, 
her skull was fractured, and there was arsenic in her stomach. 
Stannard had spoken to several people about her recent pregnancy 
by Hayden, and explained that he was going to give her something 
to induce an abortion. She said also that she was planning to meet 
Hayden in the fi eld to pick berries and discuss their future. Unable 
to account for himself during the time of the killing, Hayden was 
arrested after it was discovered that he had purchased an ounce 
of arsenic “to kill rats” the day of his former servant’s death.... At 
the three-month trial, a clairvoyant testifi ed to the defendant’s 
innocence, the fi rst such incident in an American courtroom. A 
hung jury resulted in Hayden’s release” (Nash). OCLC locates 12 
copies, 2 in law libraries (University of Missouri, Yale). Nash 1493. 
McDade 449.
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A N  A C C U S E D  A D U LT E R E R  D E F E N D E D 
B Y  R I C H A R D  H E N R Y  D A N A

[TRIAL] . 
KALLOCH, I[SAAC] S[MITH] [1831-1887], DEFENDANT.

Only Full Report of the Trial of Rev. I.S. Kalloch on Charge 
of Adultery: Complete History of the Affair, Doings of the 
Church, Kalloch’s Pulpit Defence, Arrest, Arraignment, 
Trial, And Result. With Accurate Portraits of Kalloch and 
the Beautiful Lady in black, And the Lecture Room of the 
Lechmere. 

Boston: Federhen & Company, 1857. 64 pp. 2 woodcuts. Octavo 
(9” x 5-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet in pictorial wrappers. Moderate soiling, a 
few chips and tears to edges of wrappers. Moderate toning to text, 
somewhat heavier in places, some leaves have light foxing. $750.

ONLY EDITION.  “Isaac Smith Kalloch, accused of adultery 
in this prosecution, was a Baptist clergyman and was supported 
by the trustees of his church throughout this affair. (...) The jury 
could not reach a verdict in the case, which was tried in the 
Massachusetts Court of Common Pleas (Criminal Session) in 
Cambridge Massachusetts” (Cohen). Kalloch was defended by the 
eminent lawyer and politician Richard Henry Dana, Jr. [1815-1882]. 
The trial resulted in a hung jury. Kalloch later moved to San Francisco 
and became that city’s mayor in 1879. The Full Report includes the 
judge’s charge, but not the jury’s fi nal verdict. Cohen 13700. 

A  P R E A C H E R  M U R D E R E D  B Y  T H R E E  M E N 
A N D  A  “ B L O O D Y  W O M A N ”

[TRIAL] . 
[MURDER].
[GREAT BRITAIN]. 

A Perfect Narrative of the Robbery and Murder Committed 
near Dame Annis so Cleer, On Friday Night, The Second of 
July, 1669. Upon the Person of Mr. John Talbot: Quondam, 
Preacher to a Regiment of His Majesties Forces in Portugal, 
And Lately, Since his Return, Curate of Laindon in Essex. 
Who at that Time, Was Stripped to His Shirt, Had his 
Throat Cut, And was Stabbed into the Throat, By Six Men 
and a Bloody Woman, Whereof Three Men and the Bloody 
Woman were Miraculously Apprehended, And Upon 
Friday, The Ninth of July, Were Condemned at Justice-Hall 
in the Old-Baily; Two of the Men and the Woman Being 
Executed for the Said Fact, On Wednesday, The Fourteenth 
of July, 1669. Together With Their Examinations, Tryal, And 
Confession. 

London: Printed by William Godbid, 1669. 38 pp. Quarto (7-1/4” 
x 5-1/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into recent cloth, gilt title to spine. 
Light fading to spine, small owner bookplate to rear pastedown, 
moderate toning to text, light foxing to a few leaves. A rare title. 
                                                                                                      $1,500. 

ONLY EDITION.   A vivid account of the robbery and murder of 
a regimental minister in Finsbury, then a borough of London, by a 
gang consisting of fi ve men and one woman. Four of the attackers, 
Stephen Eaton, Henry Pritchard, George Rhodes and Sarah Swift, 
were convicted and hanged. OCLC locates 2 copies in North 
America at the Huntington Library and Yale University. The ESTC 
adds copies at the British Library, Folger Shakespeare Library and 
University of Illinois. ESTC R36665. 
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M U R D E R ,  R A P E  A N D  N E C R O P H I L I A 
O N  A  C O U N T R Y  L A N E  I N  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

[TRIAL] . 
O’NEIL, JOHN [1873?-1908], DEFENDANT. 

The Offi cial Report of the Trial of John O’Neil for the 
Murder of Hattie Evelyn McCloud, In the Superior Court of 
Massachusetts. From Notes of the Offi cial Stenographers. 
Published by the Attorney-General, Under Chapter 214 of 
Acts of 1886. 

Boston: Wright & Potter Printing Co., 1901. Octavo (9” x 5-3/4”), 
[iv], 730 pp. Color map.

Recent period-style calf, blind rules to boards, blind fi llets and 
original lettering pieces to spine, endpapers renewed. Light toning 
to text, negligible edgewear to preliminaries.                           $950.

ONLY EDITION.   O’Neil, an unemployed machinist with a 
drinking problem, strangled Mrs. McCloud, then raped her corpse, 
on a country lane near Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts, on January 
8, 1897. Convicted later than year, O’Neil was executed on January 
7, 1898. McDade 722. 

T H E  D E E D S  O F  A  F A M O U S  E N G L I S H  H I G H W A Y M A N 
A S  T O L D  B Y  O N E  O F  H I S  A S S O C I AT E S

WILSON, RALPH. 

A Full and Impartial Account of All the Robberies Committed 
by John Hawkins, George Sympson, (Lately Executed 
for Robbing the Bristol Mails) and Their Companions. 
Particularly the Robbing of General Evans on Putney-
Common, Where his Man was Killed; The Robbing the 
Bristol, Worcester, Oxford, Bath, Gloucester, Ipswich, 
Bury, &c. Stage-Coaches; As also, The Earl of Burlington 
and Lord Bruce: With the Case of Butler Fox, Who was 
Executed for Robbing Colonel Archibald Hamilton; and the 
Robberies of the Earl of Westmoreland, And Others, In the 
Streets in and About London; And Remarks on the Tryal of 
the Above Persons. With an Account of Hawkins’s Defacing 
Several Pictures in the Bodleian Library at Oxford: With a 
Proposed Project of Robbing the Harwich Mail. Written by 
Ralph Wilson, Late one of Their Confederates. 

London: Printed for J. Peele, At Locke’s Head in Paternoster-Row, 
[1722?]. [ii], 29, [1] pp. Octavo (7-1/2” x 4-3/4”).

Stab-stitched pamphlet bound into recent buckram, gilt title to 
spine. Moderate toning to text, light foxing to a few leaves, some 
soiling to title page, small owner bookplate to rear pastedown.
                                                                                                     $950.

FIRST  EDITION.  John Hawkins was one of the great 
highwaymen of his day. Wilson gave evidence against Hawkins 
and Simpson (Sympson), an associate, when they were tried for 
the notorious Bristol Mail Robbery. (They were convicted and 
hanged.) As an interesting aside, the pamphlet discusses a time 
when Hawkins and Wilson visited Oxford and vandalized several 
paintings in the Bodleian Library. This account went through 
three more editions in 1722, another in 1723. All are scarce. OCLC 
Locates 2 copies of the fi rst edition in North America (University of 
Minnesota, Yale Law School). ESTC T115877.
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[WOMEN].
[GREAT BRITAIN]. 

A Treatise of Feme Coverts: Or, The Lady’s Law. Containing 
All the Laws and Statutes Relating to Women, and Several 
Heads: I. Of Dissents of Lands to Females, Coparceners, 
Etc. II. Of Consummation of Marriage, Stealing of Women, 
Rapes, Polygamy. III. Of the Laws of Procreation of 
Children, and Therein of Bastards or Spurious Issue. IV. 
Of the Privileges of Feme Coverts, and Their Power with 
Respect to Their Husband, and All Others. V. Of Husband 
and Wife, and in What Actions They Are to Join. VI. Of 
Estates Tail, Jointures and Settlements, Real and Personal 
on Women. VII. Of What the Wife is Entitled to of the 
Husband’s, and Things Belonging to the Wife, the Husband 
Gains Possession of by Marriage. VIII. Of Private Contracts 
by the Wife, Alimony, Separate Maintenance, Divorces, 
Elopements, Etc. To Which are Added, Judge Hide’s very 
Remarkable Argument in the Exchequer-Chamber, Term. 
Trin. 15 Car. 2 In the Case of Manby and Scot, Whether 
and in What Cases the Husband is Bound by the Contract 
of His Wife: And Select Precedents of Conveyances in all 
Cases Concerning Feme Coverts. 

[London]: E. and R. Nutt, and R. Gosling, 1732. [viii], 264, [16] pp. 
Octavo (8-1/4” x 5”). 

Recent period-style calf, blind rules to boards, lettering piece and 
raised bands to spine, endpapers renewed. Moderate toning to 
text, faint dampspotting in places.                                          $6,500. 

FIRST  EDITION.  One of the fi rst of four books of the subject, 
A Treatise of Feme Coverts examines the doctrines of English 
Common Law relating to a “feme covert,” that is a woman under 
the legal guardianship of the man who heads the household she 
belongs to. (Stated simply, this group included all females except 
divorced women and widows.) Written from a perspective 
sympathetic to women, it deals with precedents of conveyances 
not covered in The Law of Baron and Feme (1700), and as such can 
be seen as a companion volume. The treatise concludes with an 
account of Robert Hyde’s argument in the case of Manby v. Scott 
(1663), in which he argued that a husband who is separated from 
his wife is not liable to a vendor for goods the wife purchased from 
the vendor. Commenting on the case in his diary, Samuel Pepys 
referred to Hyde’s judgment as “most amusing.” Diary of Samuel 
Pepys, January 28, 1663. Robert Hyde was a Chief Justice of the 
King’s Bench from 1663-1665, having gained appointment through 
the infl uence of his cousin, Edward Hyde, fi rst Earl of Clarendon. 
A second edition of The Lady’s Law was published in 1737. Both 
editions of this work are scarce. ESTC T72208. 
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Elbridge Th omas Gerry
An Exceptional Life in Gilded  Gotham

Shelly L. Dowling
Talbot Publishing (an imprint of The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd.), 2017
 xix, 738 pp., 490 b&w illustrati ons.

Hardcover 2017 ISBN 978-1-61619-387-4 $95.

ELBRIDGE T. GERRY [1837–1927], grandson of Founding Father Elbridge Gerry who signed the 
Declarati on of Independence, was a prominent and infl uenti al Gilded Age New York trial lawyer, 
philanthropist and bibliophile whose 30,000 volume library became the foundati on of the United 
States Supreme Court Library. Dowling’s extensively illustrated biography of Gerry highlights the 
infl uence of his family and its links to other prominent New York families, the Gallati ns, Goelets 
and Livingstons.

This biography of Gerry is also the story of Gilded Age New York, when the glamorous society balls 
that provided entertainment to wealthy New York families such as the Astors and Vanderbilts be-
lied their philanthropic contributi ons in the Progressive era.  Gerry built the fi rst steam yacht, the 
Electra, which became the fl agship of the New York Yacht Club while he also sat on hospital boards 
and founded the New York Society for the Preventi on of Cruelty to Children, which sti ll operates 
today. As Dowling shows, Gerry’s brilliance and passion was at the heart of it all.

Shelley L. Dowling has drawn on her extensive research experience as the Librarian of the United 
States Supreme Court to produce an excepti onal work that traces the history of one of America’s 
most respected families through several generati ons. At the center of her opus is Commodore 
Elbridge Thomas, the grandson of the Founding Father, who was a New York City lawyer and phi-
lanthropist and the man who donated his book collecti on to the Supreme Court in 1928-thereby 
establishing its library. Dowling has ambiti ously chosen to expand her scope to include the Gal-
lati n, Goelet, and Livingston families…. Together their stories paint a compelling picture of New 
York in the Gilded Age.

CLARE CUSHMAN
Supreme Court Historical Society

Justice Holmes
Th e Measure of His Th ought

Anthony Murray 
Edwin G. Quatt lebaum III
Talbot Publishing (an imprint of The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd.), 2017
xi, 196 pp., 38 b&w illustrati ons.

Hardcover 2017  ISBN 978-1-61619-388-1 $65.

Writt en in a lucid style and well illustrated, Justi ce Holmes: The Measure of His Thought off ers a 
biographical look at the infl uences that have shaped his judicial outlook, especially his open-minded 
refusal to inject his own views into his legal decisions. The authors demonstrate — especially through 
Justi ce Holmes’s 1919 opinions on speech —what would be obvious to a veteran of the courtroom, but 
not always to a biographer or a professor:  that there is a big diff erence between “questi ons of law” 
before an appellate judge, and “questi ons of fact” determined by a trial judge or jury.  The authors 
also examine Holmes’s childhood and family infl uences as well as his Civil War experience that shaped 
his views on natural law and religion. The book describes United State Supreme Court Justi ce Oliver 
Wendell Holmes’s intellectual infl uences and includes photos of his book collecti on now at the Library 
of Congress. Through a discussion of the lett ers Holmes wrote at his Beverly Farms, MA home where he 
summered when the Court was not in session, we are given a window into his remarkable wit as well 
as his philosophical views. The book includes rare photographs of Beverly Farms.

This short, very readable biography of Oliver Wendell Holmes masterfully describes what shaped 
this great justi ce and how he shaped the law.  Holmes’s life tells us about a century of American 
history, as Holmes lived from 1841 unti l 1935, fi ghti ng in the Civil War and enduring the depres-
sion. Few Supreme Court justi ces have had a more profound impact on the Consti tuti on and this 
superb book tells how and explains why.

ERWIN CHEMERINSKY
Dean and Jesse H. Choper Disti nguished Professor of Law,

University of California, Berkeley School of Law
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Russia and the Great War 1914 to 1924
A Brief Calendar of State Practice

Peter Macalister-Smith
Joachim Schwietzke

Talbot Publishing (an imprint of The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd.), 2017 
liii, 238 pp.

Hardcover 2017  ISBN 978-1-61619-275-4  $65.

Russia and the Great War 1914 to 1924: A Brief Calendar of State Practi ce is a chronicle of events in 
diplomacy and internati onal relati ons combined with references to sources and documentary extracts. 
A key to several kinds of disti ncti ve informati on, the Calendar locates 200 offi  cial acts in ti me and 
place, names the parti es, supplies a ti tle in English for each instrument, cites versions in authenti c 
languages and translati ons, and includes references to related acts and instruments within and beyond 
the reporti ng period for Russia, the Russian Soviet Federati ve Socialist Republic, and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The book is a baseline chronology documenti ng events from global history intended for study, 
research and ready reference.

At long last a worthy companion to the Slusser/Triska calendar of Soviet treati es, one that in 
marking the century since the Russian revoluti ons addresses State practi ce in the  broader meaning 
that will appeal to internati onal and comparati ve lawyers and to specialists in internati onal 
relati ons and foreign policy – all collected, annotated, and indexed with the scrupulous accuracy 
and thoroughness for which the compilers are noted.

WILLIAM E. BUTLER
Penn State Dickinson Law (Carlisle)

“Illustrated law books” may seem like an oxymoron. Aft er all, law is concep-
tual, analyti c, and so very wordy! Yet for the past decade, over a thousand 
illustrated law books have been assembled in the Yale Law Library – spanning 
eight centuries and four conti nents. Law’s Picture Books began as a major ex-
hibiti on of that collecti on at the Grolier Club (9/13 to 11/18/17) in New York 
City, curated by Rare Book Librarian Michael Widener and legal historian Mark 
S. Weiner. In challenging the stereotype of legal literature as a dreary expanse 
of dry text, this book will surprise and delight both bibliophiles and members 
of the legal community.

This handsome full-color book is enhanced by Michael Widener’s essay “Collecti ng 
Yale Law Library’s Picture Books,” Mark S. Weiner’s  “Refl ecti ons on an Exhibiti on,” 
Jolande E. Goldberg’s “Ars Memoria in Early Law: Looking Beneath the Picture” 
and Erin C. Blake’s “Law’s Picture Books and the History of Book Illustrati on.”

Law’s Picture Books
Th e Yale Law Library Collection

Michael Widener
Mark S. Weiner
Talbot Publishing (an imprint of The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd.), 2017 
vii, 211 pp., 166 illustrati ons. 

Paperback, full color, 9”x 9”
ISBN 978-1-61619-160-3 $39.95

NEW

NEW



83

w w w. lawbookexc h a nge.com |  8 0 0.42 2 .6 6 8 6

{

{

B O O K S ,  M A N U S C R I P T S ,  P A M P H L E T S  &  E P H E M E R A :  1 5 T H  T O  2 0 T H  C E N T U R I E S

View all of our catalogues 
and search our entire inventory 

at
www.lawbookexchange.com

E-Lists: In addition to our e-catalogues we offer brief e-lists of recently acquired items 
and special offers. Please send us a note if you would like to receive these lists.

Our latest catalogues are available in print and online

P L E A S E  V I S I T  U S

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW  LIBRA RIES 
ANNUAL MEETING & CONFERENCE

Balti more Conventi on Center
Balti more, Maryland

July 14–17, 2018

 Antiquarian Booksellers Association of America

New York Antiquarian 

BOOK FAIR
Park Avenue Armory

New York, NY

March 8–11, 2018





Detail from No 3



C A T A L O G U E  87

 
33 Terminal Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

Telephone: (732) 382-1800 or (800) 422-6686 | Fax: (732) 382-1887 | www.lawbookexchange.com

Books, Manuscripts, Pamphlets & Ephemera:
15th to 20th Centuries

C
A

T
A

L
O

G
U

E
 8

7
Books, M

anuscripts, Pam
phlets &

 Ephem
era: 15

th to 20
th C

enturies
T
H

E
 L

>
W

B
O

O
[
 E

X
C

H
>

N
G

E
, L

T
D

.


